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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE following Jhort work is an attempt 
to point out the principal caufes of an 
event which has had a confiderable influx 
ence on the general interejls of Europe^ 
and long engaged a great Jhare of the 
public curiojity. 

The Introduction^ is a flight Jketch of the 
DutchConJlitutioni ofwhichfome knowledge 
is neceffarjy in order to comprehend the 
views and principles of the two parties in 
the Republic. 

The Firjl SeBion contains^ a curfory view of 
the Dutch Hijlory^ from the year 1747, 
when the Stadtholderate was renewed^ in 
the perfon of William the Fourth^ to the 
year i "j So— the Second comprehends the 
four following years — and the Thirds 
Fourth^ and Fifth j contain the hi/lory of 
the yearsy 1785, 1786, and 1787. 
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THE different parts which conftitute 
the Republic of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces, appear to have experienced very- 
little change fince their original formation. 
During the dominion of the hpufes of Bur- 
gundy and Auflria, thefovereign wasfepa- 
rately received in each province ; and in each, 
the great feudal land-holders, combining 
with the towns, had procured certain pri- 
vileges which the fovereign bound himfelf 
by oath to maintain. By the union of 
Utrecht the fovereignty was transferred to 

B the 
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the Provinces themfelves, and thofe ufages 
which before fubfifted as privileges, became 
the effence of their feveral conftitutions. 

Each province is governed by its dates, 
which are differently compofed in the dif- 
ferent provinces. The peculiarities by 
which they are diftinguifhed will be ex- 
plained hereafter; but in the mean time, a 
general idea of the whole may be formed 
from a defcription of the government of 
Holland, a province which has been the 
theatre of every revolution in the republic. 

The States of Holland are compofed of 
the nobles, and of the deputies of the 
towns. The nobles form a body which 
eleds its own members, from whom it is 
Inquired to prove the nobility of their 
birth, and their property in fiefs of a cer- 
tain value, fituatcd within . the province. 
They poiTefs coUeftively one vote in the 
Provincial States ; they likewife fend ^ 
deputy to the States General ; another to 
the Council of State; another to the 

Councir 
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Council of Deputies ; and one to each of 
the Admiralties of Rotterdam arid Am- 
fterdam. They name 'two counfellors inr 
the Court of Juftice, and two direcflors of 
the Eaft India Company. 

The towns in this province have theif 
diftin(9: ufages and laws, but iri general al! 
have their Council or Senate, their BailifFi 
their Burgomafters, and their Echevins* 

The Council or Senate is a body more or 
lefs numerous, in which refides the whole 
power of legiflation within the town : td 
it are likewife referred the refohitions taken 
m the ftates of the province, and it is con- 
fulted on thofe that femain to betaken. 
A fedt in this council continues during life, 
ind is a qualification for executing all tho 
different offices in the republic. 

The Bailiffs were originally officers 

chofen annually by the counts of Holknd^ 

to colleft their revenues, and to reptefent 

them inr the courts of juftice: and it is 

B a probably 
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probably for this reafon, that iamoftof the- 
towns of the province, they are confidered as 
the firft magiftrates in point of dignity. It is 
in their name that all criminal accufations 
and complaints in civil caufes are exhi- 
bited. They ufually prefide in the Council 
of Burgomafters and Echevins, which dif- 
tributes the principal offices in the gift of 
the town, and is the only tribunal at 
which the burghers can be tried. The 
BailifPs office is ufually triennial. 

' The Burgomafters are the magiftrates: 
tharged with the whole diredion of the 
police and finances of the^own, and the 
Echevins, the adminiftrators of civil and 
criminal juftice ; fo that thefe three orders 
of magiftrates divide amongft them the 
executive power. At Amfterdam the 
Council, oxVroodJhapt eleds its own mem- 
bers without any intervention of the Stadt- 
holder. Of the four Burgomafters three 
are chofen annually, and the fourth re- 
mains in crfKce two years. They arc 
eleiSted by a majority of what is called the 

Old^ 
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Old Council, confifting of thofe who have 
already excrcifed the office of Burgomafter 
or Echevin^ The Bailiff, or haut officier^ is 
alfo appointed by the council, and does 
not take place of the Burgomafters, The 
Echevins, of whom thiere are nine, are 
chofen by the Stadtholder, from a double 
Clumber of perfons nominated by the fe- 
nate. In moft of the other towns all thefe 
magiftrates are chofen in the fame manner 
as the Echevins ; and in many it is cuf- 
tomary for the council to choofe for its 
members fuch perfons only as are recom- 
mended by the Stadtholder. 

Eighteen towns poffefs the right of de- 
puting to the States of Holland; confe-' 
quently there arc in this affembly nineteen 
votes, including that of the nobles. The 
perfons of the deputies during the fitting 
of the States are facred ; they have gene- 
ral inftru<9:ions for their conduct, and de- 
cide on common queftions by a plurality 
of voices ; but on great occafions their 
unanimity is neceffary. The Penfionary 

B 3 of 
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of Holland, or Great Penfionary , officiate 
as fpeaker in this affembly : he pronounces 
the opinion of the coUege of nobles, re- 
ceives and delivers the propofals af the 
towns, fums up the arguments, and col*^ 
lefts the votes. The States are at prefent 
almoft conftantly affcmbled. In former 
times they met only four times in the 
year, and were convoked by the Gecom'* 
tnitteerde^Raaderij or council of deputies* : 

This council is compofed of ten members, 
one of which is deputed by the nobles of 
the province, and nine from the towns. 
The Great Penfionary officiates in this af- 
fembly, in the faftie manner as in that of 
the States, whofe place it occafionally fup- 
plies. Its peculiar office is to regulate the 
finances, and fuperintend* the troops in the 
province. A fimilar council is eflablifhed 
at Hoorn, in North Holland, and the 
members of thcfe two councils united, de-^ 
liberate with the deputies of the States on 
the finances of the province. 

Such 
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Such is the government of the province 
of Holland. It is an affemblage of feveral 
confederate municipal governments, in 
which the Jegiflative and executive powers 
are held by an oligarchy, independent of 
the people, but fubjed, in different degrees, 
to the influence, though not to the con- 
troul, of the Stadtholder. 

Thoi^h this is not the place to defcribe 
the conflitutions of the other provinces, it 
may be proper to mention, that there arc 
three which at prefent differ from Hol- 
land, as to a very important privilege. 
Thele are, Guelderland, Utrecht, and 
Overylfel, which are commonly called the 
Provinces aux Riglemens. In thefe pro- 
vinces the magiftrates of the towns ^ are 
appointed immediately by the Stadtholder, 
inftead of being feledted by him, as in 
Holland, from a double or treble number 
of candidates nominated by the councils* 
He has hkewife the right of removing the 
magiflrates fo chofen, after a certain num- 
ber of years, which varies in each province. 
B 4 Thefe 
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Thefe regulations, which were drawn up 
by the Penfionary Fagel, under the direc- 
tion of WiUiam the Third, and eftablifhed 
in 1674^ were the price which the *threc 
provinces paid for their re-admiffion to the 
union, from which they had Ueen fepa- 
rated by fubmitting to France in 167a; 
and the objecft of them was, to eflablifh a 
balance of power between the province of 
Holland and the Stadtholder, to enable 
them, when united, to govern the republic, 
and to prevent either of them, when at 
variance, from gaining too great an in- 
fluence. 

The Seven Provinces confldcred as a re- 
public, are governed by the affembly of 
the State? General, in which each province 
has one vote, whatever may be the num- 
ber of deputies by which that vote is con- 
veyed. Thefe deputies are paid by the 
. province they reprefcnt ; they are furftifh- 
ed with general inftrudions, but arc bound 
to demand, on important occafions, the 
orders of their conflituents, to whom they 

are 
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are In all cafes amenable for their condud:. 
The principal deputy of each province 
prefidcs by rotation during a week in this 
affembly. The Greffier^ or fecretary of 
the States, and the Great Penfionary, in 
quiaility of ordinary deputy from the pro- 
vince of Holland, aflift every day at their 
tneetings. Both thefe places are for life, 
as are the miffions of the deputy from the 
ecclefiaftical body in the province of 
Utrecht, and thofe of the deputies from 
the nobles of Utrecht and Holland.^ The 
others are only for a term of years. 

In the territories of the Generality, by 
which are mSant the countries which have 
been annexed to the repubjic fince the 
union, the States General reprefent the 
fovereign : they have the entire diredion 
of the tr6ops, name the governors of the 
towns., and, in fome inftances, appoint the 
inagiftrates. They likcwife name all ftafE- 
officers in the whole army of the republic, 
and all miniflers to foreign courts.: they 
appoint to the offices of Greffier, of Trea- 

furer 
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furer General, of Receiver General of the 
States, of Secretaiy to the council of 
dftate, and to various othpr pofts of honcHir 
cr emolument. They receive propofals 
from foreign princes, and confer with their 
amtafladors : but all the interior rights of 
fbvereignty are referved to the States o£ 
the feveral provinces. They alone can 
impofe taxes ; and their fpeciai confent is 
xicceffary in-order to form alli^ces, to de* 
clare war, or to make peace, fo that in 
thefe cafes the States General are only the 
organs of their rcfolutions. 

The Council of State, inftituted in 1^84, 
was veiled. with almoft the entire dirediion 
of the republic. Its power was afterwards 
fwaliowed trp in that of the Earl of Lei- 
cefter; was recovered at his abdication; has 
been confidcrably diminifhed fince the 
States Genera] became fedentary at the 
Hague ; Mid is now confined to the direc* 
tion of the army and finances of the re* 
public. 

the 



INTRODUCTION, 3^ 

The Coimcil inftitutes courts-martial, 
and fometimes judges the caufes appro- 
{mated to fuch courts : it has the care of 
the fortifications and nlagazines in the ter** 
ritories of the Generality, and in the fron- 
tier towns of Gueldcrland and Oveiyflel. 
In fliort, it is charged with the execution 
of all the orders of the States on militaiy 
ajSairs^ 

The adminiftration of the finances C(Hn« 
prehends the contributions levied in the 
enemy's country in time of war, the re- 
venues of the Generality, and thofe of 
the Seven Provinces. 

The fums comprifcd under the firft de.* 
Ibription are levied by an Intendant named 
by the Council, hut ading in the name of 
the States General, and are paid into the 
hands of the Receiver General. 

Thp revenues of the Generality arc ei* 
ther levied by Recovers, or granted on 
leafe to certain farmers, called Fachters^ 

The 
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The taxes on land, on fales, on flam^ps, 
&c. are levied in the former mode : the 
cxcife, the capitation, and tax on cattle are 
farmed. The cuftoms are not levied by 
the Council, but by th& different Ad- 
miralties. 

With rcfpeft to the contribution of thc^ 
provinces to the Republic, the Council of 
State prepares every year a ftatement of 
the ordinary expences (called the Etat de 
la Guerre), accompanied by a difcourfe 
explanatory of the different articles/ This 
difcourfe is called the General Peiition^ be- 
caufc it was formerly ufual to infert in it 
a requifition of the neccffary funds : but 
at prefent, the great articles of expence kre 
granted upon particular petitions from the 
Council. When the provinces have unani* 
moufly confented to this ftatement, they 
cither tranfmit their r€fpe<5tive contribu- 
tions to the Receiver General, or apply 
them to the purpofes for which they are 
intended, on affignations or ads of requifi- 
tion from the Council of State. As the 

repartition 
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repartition' of thefe fums is the fcale which 
meafures the relative wealth of the pro- 
vinces, it may be worth while to obferye. 
that Holland contributes about 58 pet 
cent, Guclderland about 5!-, Zedand 9; 
Utrecht sh Overyffel 3^, Friefland ii|> 
Groningue and the Ommelanden 5^, and 
the country of Drenthe ftot quite one |)ei? 
ceiit, to,the expences of the republic: 
• ■ ' * ■ 

The Council of State is compofed of 
twdve deputies, of which Holland fends 
three, Zealand, Friefland, and Groningue,^ 
two'each, and each of the other provinces 
Qfie. Thefe deputies preiide by rotation; 
The Treafurer General, and the Receiver 
General aflift in this affeihbly, but have no- 
votes, excepting when the Council confers 
veith the States General. The Stadtholder, 
has like wife a feat, and his advice is firfl 
afked^ and, on military affairs, ufually. 
followed. . i 

Another college fubordinate' to the 
States General, is that of- the Chamber of 

Accounts 
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Accounts of the Generality. It is com-^ 
pofed of fourteen deputies, of which two 
are fent from each province. . Their office 
is to examine the accounts of the different 
Admiralties, and thofe of the Receiver Ge-^ 
ncraJ. 

The Stadtholder i& the governor of a 
province. Whilft^ the Low Countries 
were poffeffed by the houfes of Bur- 
gundy and Auftria, the Stadtholders were 
their reprefentatives ; and after the unions 
of Utrecht, the five provinces which re- 
cognized William the Firft as their gover- 
nor, only continued to him thofe rights^ 
and privileges which he had before enjoy- 
ed in Holland and Zealand by the appoint-* 
ment of the king of Spain. The hm& 
powers were fucceflively granted to Prince 
Maurice, to Frederick Henry, and to Wil- 
Kara the Second, Thefe Stadtholders had 
the right of pardoning criminals, they pre-i. 
fided in the provincial courts of juftice, 
and their names were prefixed to the de- 
crees of thofe courts ; they were charged 

with 
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with: the execution of the decrees patft in 
the States ; they appointed, either imme- 
diately, or from a nomination of the towns, 
nearly all the magiftrates, and they com-i 
roanded the forces of the province by fea 
and land. 

Some zealous republicans had very early 
taken umbrage at the extent of thefe pri- 
vileges, and Bamevelt had fallen a facri- 
fice in the attempt to diminifh the powei^ 
of Maurice. But the violent condu<£t of 
William tlie Second, in endeavouring to 
fubjugate the town of Amfterdam by 
means of the army of the republic, had 
raifed fidch general clamours that the fac- 
tion of the De Witts were enabled to pro- 
cure, in 1667, the famous perpetual edi6fc 
by which the young Princfc of Orange and 
his fucceflbrs were for ever excluded fronj 
the Stadtholderate, The progrefs of the 
French arms in 1672 produced the aflaffi- 
nation of the_ De Witts, and the eledioij 
of William the Third, in whofe family 
the dignity was declared hereditary i but 

his 
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his death in 1 702, xvirhout children, occa-«» 
iioncd a fecond interruption of die Stadt-^ 
holderate, which lafted till 1747; when 
the alanri produced by the irruption of the 
Ivrcnch into Dutch Brabant gave rife ta 
another revolution in favour of William 
the Fourth, who, being already governor 
of Friefland ahd Groningue, united for the 
firft time the Stadtholderate of all the feven 
provinces : and this dignity was declared 
hereditary in the male and female branches 
of his family-, The States of Holland, in 
fli refolution dated the i6th Nov. 1747, 
declare the'mfclves " convinced from expe^ 
rierlcey and after rfiature deliberation on the 
nature of the conflitution, thai the republic 
cannot fuhjiji without a chief.** It feems 
then that we are to cbnfider the. Stadthol- 
der as an effential part of the conftitution; 
and that he is not an immaterial part of it, 
will appear by an enumeration of his pri- 
vileges. 

In Gucldcrland, Holland, and Utrecht, 
he participates in the fovereignty as prefi- 

dent 



d^nt of their bodies of nobles ; and in 
Zealand as only noble of the province j 
and he hasaright ofaflifting^ though not 
of voting, at the deliberations of the States 
General. In his executive capacity, he is 
principal member of the Council of State^ 
which, in military affairs, is aimoft entirely 
under his dite£tion. He preiides in all 
courts of jufticcj and has a right of par- 
doning criminals. As captain general and 
admiral, he commands all the forces of the 
republic by fea and land* He difpofes of 
the patents or written ordcts for marching 
the troops, and although thefe patents 
ought to be accompanied by ivhat is called 
a lettre d^attache^ or permiflion from the 
towns through which the troops are to 
inarch, he has the means of ftatiotting the 
army as he pleafes. He puWifhes all mi-» 
litary ordinances. He names all colonels 
and inferior officers, by virtue of the right 
which was made over to him by the dif- 
ferent provinces ; and, as the fuperior of- 
ficers are conflantly appointed by the States 
General in conformity to his wiflies, he vir- 
C tually 



xviii t N T ^ d D U C T t O N* 

tually poffeffes the whole patronage of the 
army^ He names all vice-admirals and 
captains in the navy, inftitutes all courts- 
martial, and prefides in the different ad- 
miralties. 

In the three Provinces aux Reglemens he 
appoints to all offices whatever, and in 
Holland and Zealand he annually ele&s 
the greater part of the magiftrates from a 
double number of candidates prefented by 
the towns. He choofes, from a nomina- 
tion of three candidates, every officer in 
the department of the States of Holland, 
and of their chamber of accounts, and all 
the members of the college of the Hgem- 
raaden, or fuperintendants.of the dykes* 
He difpofes of all the pofts in the nomi- 
nation of the Council of State, and of the 
Gecommitteerde Raaden, or council of de- 
puties. He was created, in 1749, governor 
general and fupreme director of the Eaft 
and Weft India companies, with the right 
of choofing all the other direiSlors from a 
treble number of candidates named by the 

company. 
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company. In fhort, his influence per- 
vades every department in the ftate. 

Bcfides thefci the Stadtholder claims' the 
tight of appointing a military tribunal, 
called the High Council of War. This tri- 
bunal was eftabliflied by William the 
Third, and was entirely under the direc- 
tion of the Stadtholder. As it tended to 
fhelter the military from, the common 
courts of juftice, its power was confidered 
as 9f, a dangerous tendency, and its lega- 
lity was often queftioned by the Cour 
d^ Hollander but it- was not limited either in 
1747, or at the accefliont t)f the prefent 
Stadtholder in 1766. It was indeed re- 
formed in 1 78 1, by the patriots, and may 
poffibly never be revived. 

By the commiffion fronl the States Ge- 
neral' to the late Prince of Orange, dated 
lath May, 1747, he was inverted with full 
powers to command the whole forces of 
the republic, for the purpofes (among 
others) of ** maintaining and preferving 
^ . C% the 
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the union, and oifupporting the prefent form 
of governments^ It is difficult to under-^ 
ftand what degree of power was intended 
to be conveyed by thefe words : what afts 
are to be deemed infractions of the union, 
or innovations on the conftitution; and 
who is to judge of fuch innovations and 
infra<%ions. 

Perhaps it would be happier for the re- 
public if the Stadtholder, whofe office is 
intended to conne<9: and affimilate the jar- 
ring elements of this complicated conftitu- 
tion, were invcfted with more power and 
lefs influence. Prerogative is ufually odi- 
ous in a free eouritry; but, when exadlly 
defined, it is lurely lefs dangerous than 
influence. The mofl: l:imid Stadtholder 
would not hefitate to employ powers ex- 
prefsly granted to him for the fuppreffion 
of faction, and the boldeft could not with 
fafcty exceed them. At prefent, the Stadt- 
holder, though he has very little fliare in 
the fovereignty, has the right of choofing 
the fovereigns of the republic; becaufe 
the deputies to the provincial ftates are ne- 

ceflarily 
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ccflarily magiftrates, and becaufe the ma- 
giftratcs are in general chofen by the Stadt- 
holder. It feems probable that the influence 
arifing from, hence, and from the whole 
patronage of the army, might eafily be 
converted into power, and that an artful 
and ambitious governor might become ab- 
folute, without the danger ufually attend- 
ant on arbitrary fovereignty, becaufe he 
would reign under the forms of a free go- 
vernment. William the Firft, we know, 
was on the point of becoming matter of 
of the republic. Maurice was able to 
bring Bamevelt to the block. Accident 
alone prevented William the Second from 
eftablifliing a military government within 
the walls of Amfterdam. William the 
Third was certainly as much a fovereign 
in fa(5t at the Hague as at London. On 
the other hand, a long minority would 
probably be again fatal to the Stadthol de- 
rate, and produce a De Witt or a Van Ber- 
kel. During the infancy of the Stadthol- 
der, the influence and patronage muft be 
transferred fomewhere, and they can no 
C 3 where 
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where be transferred with fafety. Every 
thing would fall into confuiion, until de{^ 
pair, or the interference of fome neigh-^ 
bouring nation, fhould incite the people tQ 
take the government into their own hands, 
and re-eftablifh the conftitution, 
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WILLIAM the Fourth had been 
eledled with every appearance of 
unanimity, and the different provinces had 
vied with each other in expreffions of at- 
tachment to his perfon. Even thofe who, 
from being mafters of the republic, were 
by this fudden and unexpected revolution 
reduced to a private fituation, haftened to 
lay their power at the feet of the Prince of 
Orange, and appeared to rejoice in their 
own degradation. In fadl, they were too 
wife to refift at a moment when their op- 
pofition muft be fruitlefs, and might be 
dangerous. They knew that every change 
C 4 mull 
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iriuft be in their favour. The hereditary 
affection of the: people for the houfe of 
Orange was already carried almoft to ido-^ 
latry : the exceflive exped:ations founded 
on the reftoration of the Stadtholderate, 
could not eafily be realized ; and if they 
were difappointed, the cnthufiafm of the 
nation might foon fubfide into indifference. 
It was probable, that of thofe who had con^ 
tributed to the Prince's elevation, fome 
might over-rate their fervices, and, if not 
gratified to the extent of their hopes, might 
leave him in difguft : and it was poffible 
that the Prince himfelf might be fatisfied 
with the advantages he had already gained, 
might be lulled into fedurity, and give his 
enemies time to prepare for rcfiftancc at 
fome future period. 

In thefe expedtations they were not en^ 
tirely difappointed. The Sfadtholder, 
aftonifhed at the complete fuccefs of a re- 
volution which had been fet on foot by 
the accidental zeal of a few armed burgh-* 
ers in a frnaU town* in Zealand, forgot all 

refentment 



refentrtient agaiinft his enemies in his gra- 
titude to the nation at large. He was in- 
duced to think, that it would iD becoma 
the chief of the republic to confid^r him- 
felf as head of a party, and that fuch a 
condud: would be peculiarly ungracious at 
a moment when all ranks of people Were 
giving himl the moft unequivocal teftimo* 
tiies of their afFe<9:ion. The republic had 
been long harrafled and weakened by itt 
internal diffentions: it feemed therefore 
natural to fuppofe that all muft wifh ftabi- 
lity to the prefent government, imlefs new 
enemies were raifed againft it by ill-timed 
perfecution. It was obvious, that there 
exifted no prefent danger 2 the fuc- 
ceflion was fecured not only to the male 
but even to the female heirs of the Prince 
of Orange ; and no power feemed fufH- 
ciently ftrong to overthrow an hereditary 
Stadtholder of all the Seven Provinces, 
inverted with fuch powers as had lately 
been added to thofe of all former gover- 
nors. The condudt of William the Fourth 
was probably decided by thefe reflexions, 

for 
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for he feetns to have received all perfons 
who approached him with affability^ and 
even wjith confidence^ and to have avoided 
any retrofpeiS tp their former conduct. 

The moft zealous of his friends, how« 
ever, did not forget to warn him of the 
dangers which they forefaw to himfelf and 
his pollerity. They inlifled ** That much 
fcmained to be done j and that in order 
to give {lability to the new conftitutioo; 
it was neceflary to ufe in its full extent 
th? power granted to him by the tempo^ 
fary enthufiafm of the nation, by introdu-* 
cing into all the magiflracies pcrfons well 
affefted to his family. That he mufl 
eflablifh in every province a committee of 
confidential friends to fuperintend and 
animate his party there. That the projedt 
of governing without a; party was perfectly 
impra<3:icable, fipce it was impoflible to 
conciliate^ enemies who were at the fame 
time his rivals, and to whom he could only 
offer as a favour a participation in that 
authority which th^y had before enjoyed, 

to 
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to £lie exclufion of his family, and which 
they hoped to wreft entire from himfelf 
or from his fucceffors. That therefore 
the only qiieftion was, whether he chofe 
to combat this fadtioji with the united 
ilrength of all his friends, or oppofe to it 
only the defultory efforts of a few indii* 
viduals ?*^ 

Thefe, and fimilar arguments were le* 
peatedly urged by the Prince's friends in a 
variety of memorials from the year 1749* 
till the time of his death, and were accom- 
panied by many interefiing details on the 
condition of the army and navy, and 
on the Hate of parties in the different 
towns and provinces of the republic, all 
tending to Ihew the inftability of the new 
government, and the neeeffity of watching 
over it with unceaiing attention. Unfor- 
tunately thefe memorials were written by 
friends fully confcjous of their own fer-* 
vices : they fpokq difagr^eable truths in 
plain and even harfh language ; they were 
gddreflcd to a prince flulh^d with fuccefs, 

and 
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and were confequently difregarded. The 
army, however, was an objed: too eflential 
to the interefts of the Stadtholder to be 
long neglected. The foldiers were'difpi- 
ritcd by' ill fucccfs j the officers, moft of 
whom had been appointed with a view tq 
fecure fome municipal intereft, were igno-* 
rant, daftardly, and prefumptuous ; Count 
Maurice of Naflau, Field-marfhal of the 
republic, and Cronftroem, who had loll 
Beigen-op-Zoom, weric too old and infirm 
for any a<Stive office ; and the Prince of 
Waldeck had left the army in diiguft. It 
Was neceiOrary therefore to look abroad for 
ifottte officer on whofe zeal and attachment 
thePrilKe^ttiight fafely rely, and whofe re* 
putation w^s fufficiently eflablifhcd to fe* 
ttire the confidence of the foldieiy, iand 
give weight to the projected reform. Fox 
this purpdfe the Stadtholder made choice 
of Prince Lewis of Brunfwick, whom he 
engaged, after a long negotiation, to quit 
the fervice of the Emprefs Queen, in which 
he was at that time engaged, and to accept 
the command of the Dutch army. This 

was 
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was nearly the laft adl of the Stadtholder^s 
life. He is faid indeed to have propofed 
to the States General fome plans for the 
extenfion of the Dutch commerce, which 
evinced his zeal, and gained him great 
popularity. He died on the a 2d of Oc- 
tober 1 75 1, after a fhort illnefs, generally 
lamented. The nation appear to have 
loved him almoft to adoration, partly per- 
haps on accoimt of the favours they had 
conferred on him. If we may believe the 
King of Pruffia, he was cauftic and fatiri- 
cal, and for that reafon rather feared than 
beloved by his familiar acquaintance. But 
his public behaviour was affable and con- 
defcending ; and he was an exadt obferver 
of all religious duties, a circumftancc by 
no means unimportant among a people fo 
pundilious in their devotion. Upon the 
whole, his faults and his merits were ra- 
ther thofe of a prince bom to dominion^ 
than of one who had been raifed to it. 

The lofs of the Prince of Orange at a 
time when none of the plans for the fet- 

tlement 
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tleiTient of the ftatc were carried into exe^ 
cution, was feverely felt by his party. 
From this moment the different regents 
who had been difmifTed from their em- 
ployn^ents began to refume them, and the 
Hrength of the fadk'ion incifeafed fo rapidly 
at Amftcrdam^ that the friends of the houfe 
of Orange were in a fhort time totally ex- 
cluded from the government. The Prin- 
cefs Anne, daughter of George II. though 
not deficient in talents, was very little ac- 
quainted with the fpirit of the nation 
which by her hulband's death fhe was 
called upon to govern. She was alarmed 
at the profpeiSi of the dangers to which, iti 
the event of her death, hei; infant fon would 
be expofed, and faw no better means of 
avoiding them than by fecuring the even* 
tual guardianfhip of her children, and re- 
gency of the flate, to Prince Lewis of 
JBrunfwick, on whom fhe in the mean 
time devolved a confiderable fliare of her 
authority. 

Prince 
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Princ€ Lewis was bom in 171 8, In 
1736 he engaged in the Imperial amiy» 
and ferved during the four following cam-» , 
paigns againft the Turks. In 1741, he 
was raifed to the rank of lieutenant gene- 
ral; and at the fame time the dutchy of 
Courland becoming vacant by the banilh- 
ment of Biron, he was invited by the 
Princefs Anne of Mecklenburg, then re- 
gent of the Ruffian empire, to offer himfelf 
as a candidate. He was in fa£l eledled by 
the States; after which he proceeded to 
St. Peterfburg, where he expected to re- 
ceive the confent of the king and republic 
of Poland, which was neceffary to confirm 
his eledion. But the revolution which 
look place on the 6th of December, put 
an end to the regency of the Princefs 
Anne, and to his hopes, in Courland. For 
a few days he was treated as a prifoner» 
and was not permitted to leave Ruffia till 
the month of February, 174a. From 1743 
to the end of the war, he ferved fucceffive- 
ly on the Meiit, in Alface, in Bohemia, 
and in the Low Countries, and was pre^ 

fent 
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feiit at the battles of Detfingen, Sdrf 
(where he was dangeroufly wounded) Ro- 
coux, and Lawfeld> at which he condud:- 
cd the referve. In October, 1747, he was 
appointed to command, during the winter^ 
the troops intended to cover the fron- 
tiers from the river Endracht to Nime- 
gticn, and in confequcftce of this ndmina* 
tion became acquainted with the Prince 
of Orange, who was at that time at the 
Vieux BoiSj and who then firft propofed to 
him to take the dirediori of his intended 
reform in the Dutch troops. The fame 
tequeft was repeated at feveral times, and 
at length, after obtaining the confent of the 
cmprefs queen, he agreed ^o enter into the 
fervice of the republic, with the rank of 
Field-marfhal, with the annual pay of 
60,000 florins, and a promife of the firft 
vacant government, and of th^ eventual 
command of the Dutch guards. He ar* 
rived at the Hague in December 1750. 

The States General , and the different pro-^ 
vincial affemblies unanimoufly applauded 

the 
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the choice of their Stadthol3er, and fulfill- 
ed all the promifes he had made to Prince 
Lewis. They likewife on many fubfe- 
quent occafions beftowed on him the moft 
diftinguifhing marks of their regard j but 
thefe public teftimonies are not always a 
fure proof of national fatisfadtion. Prince 
Lewis was a foreigner, he pofleffed the 
moft lucrative offices in the republic, and 
he was at the head of an army which had 
always been an obje6l of jealoufy to the 
nation. Neither was he much beloved by 
the army itfelf , which he endeavoured to 
fubje<a to the ftricSlnefs of German difci- 
pline, and into which he defired to intro- 
duce a number of foreign officers, to the 
exclufion of the natives. His military ta- 
lents indeed were unqueftioned; but mili- 
tary talents are of little eftimation in a 
country folely devoted to. commerce. 

Thefe caufes of diflikc, however, though 
they fermented in filence, did not produce 
any immediate interruption of the general 
tranquillity. The violent ioipulfe given to 

D the 
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the executive power by the late revolu-* 
tion had not quite Ipent its force: the 
Orange party were fecure of the affecStions 
of the people, and formidable from the 
prbfpedl of fupport from England ; while 
their adverfaries could look for no foreigr^ 
affiftaiice, becaufe the courts of Vienna 
and Berlin were occupied by much nearer 
interefts: and France fince the irruption in 
1747 was univerfally execrated by the rta-^ 
tion : befides which, none of thefe powers 
could have any pretence for interfering in 
the domeftic concerns of the republic. 
This ftate of aflPairs was greatly altered by 
the war of 1756 w 

. At the commencement of this war Eng- 
land was. threatened with an invafion, and 
Colonel Yorke was direded to apply to the 
States General for the troops which they 
were obliged by treaty to furnifli. With 
this requeft, however, they could not ealily 
comply. The ftate of the army and navy" 
was fo deplorable, and the extent of their 
debt fo alarming, that the States by inter- 
fering 
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fering in the quarrel would have gratui- 
toufly expofed the government to the ge- 
neral hatred of the people, and perhaps 
have hazarded the very exiftence of the 
republic. Thefe reafons appeared fo for- 
cible that it was determined to adopt a 
fyftem of neutrality, which was recom- 
xnended by Duke Lewis. The court of 
England acquiefced in the neceffity of the 
meafure, and obtained a letter of thanks 
for this inftance of their moderation. In 
the mean time the French, who found 
themfelves crippled in their naval exer- 
tions from the number of fliips taken by 
the Englifh at the commencement of hof- 
tilities, were obliged to permit the impor- 
tation of their colonial produce in neutral 
veffels, and thereby threw the greateft part 
of their Weft Indian trade into the ha^ds 
of the Dutch. This meafure, which ori- 
ginated in neceffity, was foon found to an- 
fwer a benieficial political purpofe. The 
two nations were thus in fome. meafure 
united by a common intereft : the trading 
towns in Holland began to think that a 
D a connexion 
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connexion fo lucrative to themfelves, wj» 
a full inckmnification for the evils which 
the French arms had a few years before pc- 
cafioned to the republic j and this favoufT 
able difppfition was farther improved by a 
few bounties granted by France on the 
importation of Dutch commodities. The 
Englilh, on their part, feized the property 
of their enemies wherever they found it; 
and they found it very frequently in the 
vcffela of their allies. This piratical con^ 
du6l, as it was then called, produced t 
violent clamour in Holland ; the trading 
towns loudly infifted on the reftoration of 
their fhipa and cargoes; and, when they 
found the court of London little difpofed 
to liften to their demand, required of the 
Regent and of the States a convoy fufE« 
cient to protedt their flag from any future 
Infult. 

Such a meafivre would have neceflariljr 
Jed to hoftilitieSi but the provinces of 
Cuelderland, Utrecht, Oveiyffel, and Gro* 
jungen, who were veiy little iot«reited in 

the 
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the difpute, and by no rnean^ difpoied to 
gratify the province of Holktid at fuch an 
fcxpence, abfolutely refufed their confenl 
to any augmentation of the navy, until the 
army fhould be likewife augmented, and 
enabled to proted: the frontiers of the repub- 
lic againft any invafion^ The Princefs Re- 
gent of courfe held the fame language. The 
Englifh minifter negotiated, and the States 
General wrote repeated letters to the States 
of Holland, exhorting them to unite with 
the other confederates iA fuch a plan as 
fliould affure to the neutrality of the re-^ 
jHiblic a proper degree of refpe<5t from fa* 
reign powers , Thefe eonciliatoty meafureft 
proved inefFedtual* The fa<%ion refufed 
the augmentaticm of the army, as tending 
to increafe the influence of the Stadtholde* 
rate: they knew, that in defending the 
rights of commerce they flood on popular 
ground ; and were not anxious to termi- 
nate a difpute which gave them flrength, 
and embarraffed their adveyfaries. The 
towns of Amflerdam, Rotterdam', Haar- 
len?, Dort> Tergau, and the Brielle, filled 
D 3 the 
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the cars of the people with inceflant cla- 
mours againft the injuftice and rapacity of 
Great Britain, the partiality of the Regent 
to the Englifli caufc, and her inattention to 
the interefts of the republic. At length, 
this difagreeable affair was terminated by 
the fucceffive capture of nearly all the 
French colonies whofe trade had been the 
original caufe of difpute. But the attach- 
ment of the nation to the Orange family 
had been confiderably weakened ; the Eng- 
lifh popularity was at an end : the Dutch 
could not forget the infults offered to their 
flag in Europe, and the complete difgrace 
of their arms in Afia. The court of Ver- 
failles had recovered a footing in Holland , 
and with it the hopes of feducing the re- 
public from its connection with Great 
Britain. 

The Princefs Regent died on the 1 2th 
of January, 1759; and on the following 
day Duke Lewis took the oaths to the 
States, as guardian and reprefentativc of the 
young Prince of Orange. Not^nt of 

much 
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much importance occurred during his ad- 
miniftration, which terminated in 1766, by 
the majority of William the Fifth,, the 
prefent Stadtholder. 

• The acceffion of this prince feemed to 
•re-animate the loyalty of the nation : all 
the privileges hitherto annexed to his high 
ofBce were confirmed to him without op- 
pofition ; and during the firft ten years of 
liis government, his tranquillity was not 
materially difturbed by any efforts of the 
fadtion. The vexations to which he has 
been fince expofed, owe their origin to the 
dilputes between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica. 

The great queftion refpeding the right 
of taxation, was decided in England by 
perfons labouring under a heavy load of 
taxes, defirous of transferring a part of 
that load on the (houlders of the colonifts> 
and convinced that fo natural a defire muft 
alfo be juft and reafonable. The reft of 
Europe judged differently. The Englilh 
D 4 cabinet. 
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cabinet, in framing the peace of 1763, had 
evidently preferred the pleallire of infult-^ 
ing their enemies to the advantage of 
weakening them, and foon after took aa 
opportunity of exprefling their indifference 
to the interefts, and contempt for the power 
of the King of Pruffia ; whereby they cf- 
fedually alienated the af{ed:ion8 of their 
old ally, without gaining a iingle friend. 
Every nation in Europe took umbrage at 
the power and infolence of Great Britain, 
and as none of them could be benefited by 
the fubjugation of America, all^ wifhed 

iiiccefs to the infurgents. 

« 

In this wilh the Dutch were particularly 
ardent. They had been witnefles to the 
extraordinary growth of the Englifh power, 
which they attributed to the nwnopoly of 
the trade with the colonies, and they hop- 
ed that if America fliould become indepcn-* 
dent, this trade would be laid open^ and 
that a confiderable fhare in it would be ac- 
quired by the republic. The French, who 
had determined to take a part in the quar- 
rel 
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itl as foon as theit rivils (hotild be fuffi* 
ciently weakened, immediately Icamt thij 
difpofition of the Dutch, and refolved td 
turn it to their own advantage. 

While the foifce of Great Britain re-* 
mftined entire, the court of Verfailles did 
not think it wife to rifk a war for the fup- 
port of a party in Holland. Her ambafla- 
dors at the Hague had contented them*" 
felves with holding out to their frrends 
vague affurances of fupport, and with 
(hewing their diflike to the Prince of 
Orange, by fuch marks of flight and difre- 
ipedt as they thought likely to injure him 
in the opinion of his countrymen. But 
now it was refolved to employ more vigo- 
rous exertions : and the diredlion of thefe 
was entrtifled to the Duke de la Vauguyon, 
who in 1776, fucceeded toM. de Noailles, 
as ambaffador to the States General. 

This minifter has-acquired a very difl:in- 
guiftied reputation amongft modem ftatef- 
ttida. Neither his perfon, which wa* 

clumly. 
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clumfy, nor any part of his appearance^ 
announced fupcrior ability j though he 
|)ofleircd, in common with many of his 
countrymen, elegance of diiflion, plaufibili-i 
ty of argument, and that arrogant fervility 
of manners, which in courts is called good 
breeding. He found in Holland a power- 
ful party, with which he united ; a well-^ 
concerted plan of operations, which he 
.adopted; the, agents whom he employed 
were perfectly acquainted with the paf- 
fions and views of every individual in the 
republic ; and he was abundantly provided 
with all the means of corruption^ 

Hitherto every revolution in favour of 
the Stadtholder had been produced by the 
violent interpofition of the nation at large- 
For this reafon the patriots (for fo the 
French party called themfelves) began by 
endeavouring to ruin the Prince of Orange 
in the afFedtion of the people, and the fuc- 
cefs of this attempt was greatly accelerated 
by the frank and unguarded conduct of the 
Stadtholder. Soon after the beginning of 

the 
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the troubles, the Dutch, by means of their 
colony at St. Euftatius, had opened a moft 
lucrative branch of trade with North Ame- 
rica; and the progreflive profits of this 
trade, while they raifed the moft fanguine 
«xpe6i:ations of future advantage, added 
new zeal to the advocates for American 
independence. Unfortunately the Prince 
of Orange was a moft decided advocate in 
favour of the Englifti caufe ; and was fo 
far from concealing his opinion, that he 
repeatedly ufed his whole influence in the 
ilate to procure a prohibition of all inter- 
courfe with the infurgents. Thefe mea- 
fures did him infinite mifchief. Even in 
the Englifti parliament, the arguments in 
favour of the Americans were numerous 
and forcible, and the condudt of the ini- 
niftry was by many attributed to a luft of 
power, and to a defire of opprefling civil 
liberty in every part of the empire. The 
fame arguments were repeated in Hol- 
land, and applied with ftill more violence 
to what was called the wanton interference 
6f the Stadtholder in a caufe where, nei- 
f ther 
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thcr he, as fervant of the republic, n6r 
[ even the republic itfelf were called upon 
to decide. Every day produced the moft 
virulent libels againft the Duke of Brunf^ 
wick, who was accufed of having inftilled 
into the mind of his pupil that propcnfity 
to vail: and inordinate ambition which hi$ 
condudt was fuppofed to difcovcr ; and, as 
the attachment of the people became 
weaker, the pamphleteers acquired more 
courage, and began to treat the charade 
of the Prince himfelf with every fpccies of 
outrage. The prodigious effect of the 
prefs at this time proves, hpw much the 
moft violent paroxyfi^s of party rage in 
other countries are exceeded by the perfe- 
Vering rancour of a Dutch libellift. Thefe 
formidable pamphlets, addreffed to the po- 
pulace of Amfterdam, and other towns in 
Holland, and drawn up in language equally 
ivorthy of the writers and the readers, con- 
tained little more than a dull firing of 
falfehoods, too grofs for the purpofes of 
common impofition. Cruelty, indolence, 
prefumption, ftupidity, drunkennefsr-and 

libertinifm 
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Ubcrtinifrri exceeding the bounds of or-^ 
dinary profligacy, were boldly imputed to 
the young Stadtholder ; all means of cx^ 
culpation were carefully prevented by the 
vigilance of the magiftrates who fuperin<« 
tended the prefs ; and the people were zt 
length wearied into a belief of thefc enor<« 
mities, or at leaft into a general diftruft in 
all the rulers of the republic. 

This difcredit of the Stadtholder,.the ad-^ 
vantages of the trade with America, the 
intrigues and (irofufion of the French 
ambaffadort the ill fuccefs of the Englifh 
arms, the high opinion of the power of 
France, and the appearance of that power-* 
ful combination with which (he was pre^ 
paring to attack her rival, increafed every 
day the hoftile difpofition of the republic 
towards Great Britain. The governor of 
St. Euftatius openly protecSled the Ameri-i 
€an8, and treated them as an independent 
nation. The States General it is true dif«» 
avowed his copdud, but at the fame time 
took occaiion in th$ fame memorial (of 

the 
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the a6th March, 1777) to reprobate in the* 
ftrbngeft terms the didlatorial language in 
which Sir Jofeph Yorke had conveyed the 
accufation. The lituation of England was 
now confidered as defperate. The affair 
of Saratoga happened on the 17th of O6I0- 
ber, and on the 6th of February following 
the court of Verfailles figned their defenfive 
treaty with America; which they imme-\ 
diately afterwards notified to the Englifk 
cabinet. 

It (hould feem that the vexatious oppo- 
iition which was now every where raifedj^ 
muft have opened the eyes of the Prince 
of Orange and of his counfellors to a fenfe 
©f his danger ; but although he was com-: 
pletely thwarted in the province of Hol- 
land, he ftill continued to rely on the fup-^ 
pofed fuperiority of his ftrength in the 
States General. It is evident that the 
original union of the provinces was pro- 
duced, and has always been prefcrved by 
their fear of a foreign enemy; and that 
the degree; of this jipprehenfion cannot be 

equal 
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«qual in all the provinces, but muil; 
greatly depend on their vicinity to the 
frontier, and on the extent of their in-* 
ternal means of defence. Accordingly, 
the provinces of Guelderland, Utrecht,, 
Overyffel, and Groningen, which are com-* 
xnonly called the Land Pr&vinces, will be 
ufually dire6ted by the interefts of the 
union, and by thofe of the Stadtholder, asf 
chief of the union ; befides which, three 
of thcfe provinces are in a great mea- 
fure dependant on him by means of 
the Reg/imenSf to which they are fubjeft. 
Hence, as each province has one vote 
in the States General, the Stadtholder is 
ufually poffeffed of a majority in that 
alTembly. 

On the other hand, the province of Hol- 
land contributes more than half of the an- 
nual national revenue; and, on account of 
the defedt which frequently happens in the 
payments of the weaker provinces, occa* 
fionally fumiflies nearly feventy per cent, 
of the whole contribution ; it is obvious 

therefore 
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fhcrcforc that an union between all the 
toMHis in this province can fcarcely fail to 
force the whole republic into fuch mea- 
furc» as they fhall think fit to prefcribe# 
At this time too being clofely conne^ed 
. with France, they had little to fear from 
without, and were determined rather to 
withdraw thcmfelves from the confedera-r 
tion, than fail in their projedled attack on 
the Stadtholden 

On the 4th of September, 1778, th^ 
eventual treaty of commerce between the 
town of Amfterdam and the United States 
of America was figned at Aix la Chapellc, 
by order pf Van Berkel, one of the pen-?, 
iionaries of Amfterdam. This daring ftep* 
which was at once a violation of the union* 
atid pf former treaties with Great Britain, 
was indeed concealed from the public; bu^ 
the merchants of Amfterdam* in their me-* 
morials to the States, infifted on the ap-» 
pointment of convoys to protedl their 
trade with France, at the fame time of-i 
fering theii' gfliftance tp defend the repyblic 
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fegainft the confequehces that might attend 
iiich a meafure. It is not improbable in^ 
deed that they trufted greatly to the weadc^ 
nefs of Great Britain, and believed that 
they had found the moment of infulting 
her with impunity ; but this belief proves 
their complete and unreferved confidence 
ill the alTurances of France. In fad:, from 
this moment the French ambaffador be- 
came the virtual di<ftator of the republic, 
and nothing was left to Sir Jofeph Yorkc 
but the bauble of reprefentation^ and the 
farcical interchange of unavailing mtoior 
rials with the afTembly of the States Gc-» 
neral. 

. Amsterdam was now completely engag* 
cd in the French quarrel^ and the towns of 
Rotterdam and Dort had concurred with 
that city in its laft and moft violent memo- 
rial. It was evident, however, that thefe 
mercantile bodies Were adling under the 
impreffion of teniporary frenzy, in diredt 
oppofition to their real interefts ; it was to 
be apprehended that they might open their 
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eya tfD (tiie lita^gcr of ^teir f*efefct ttica- 
fotes:, and jpre&r tte befkfits 4^* ibl t«utiral 
trade, hotvever circumfcribed, to^^^der-^ 
tan enpedods of a i^ar ; in o{)p($(ieiati 
might fbe tfbrmcd ^eT«n an Anrftenfaun it^ 
fi^f:; -this might be joined :by the fi'iendd 
of dsie Stadthokkr, and the faction whkh 
nowigovefned the pro^rinxre m^ht be 4if- 
poffefled of their power. The tourt of Ver- 
iaiQes determined theKefbiie, hy acting <m 
ihedfi&iisaBdlhopes of the Dutch, to draw 
^m if ^pd^bk into f«ith tneafui^ ^ they 
fttouid afterwawis he unabk to reiraft, and 
Aeidby force them to a?efign them^fdv^t 
unconditionally to her guidance. With 
this view the French ambaflador' demand- 
ed on the &fh of Dteceirfcer, 1778, afpe- 
cific explanation of the <legree of protec- 
doa M^ch the States were dtfpofed to 
gfimt to ^tir ^DOWmei^e ; cxpiainiag to 
thett fttidie^fenic time that it was the in- 
twticm of the king his mafter to coiifinc 
his tcfped for the Dutch iiag within the 
fenac limits as fhoidd i)e obferv^sd by the 
txmttjof London. Al^d on the i4tfa €^ 
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January, 1 779 1 an edi2k was publiflied at 
Verfailles, impofing a duty of freightage 
on all Dutch ftiips, excepting thofe be- 
longing to the city of Amfterdam, which 
was exempted in fcdrtfequence of its pa- 
triotic exertions in favour of a free navi- 
gation, 'this edidt excited the moft vio- 
lent tranfports of joy in the favoured city, 
and a pfopowionate degree of difmay in 
the other townS, which henceforward de- 
terfninedto purchafe at any rate the favout 
and protection of the French court. 

The Spaniih declaration on the ijth of 
June, 1779, and the projed: of an armed 
neutrality tranftnitted from Ruffia on the 
5d of April, 1780, feemed to complete the 
diftrefs of Great Britaifi, and Carried to thii 
higheft pitch the infolence of the Patriots 
in Holland, The perfeverance of the 
J*rince of Orange in his former femiments, 
and his atttfempts to flop the republic on 
l^he verge of ruin, were ufelefs to the Eng- 
lifh caufe ; exafperated, ivithotit weaken- 
ing the l^atriots j and expofed himfelf and 
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his party to outrage and contempt. The 
Englifh ambafTador was reduced to the 
painful and hiuniliating tafk of foliciting 
from the States General fuccours which 
they could not grant, and the reftoration 
of Paul Jones-s prizes which were not in 
their power; till the difcovery of Lau- 
rens's papers produced the declaration of 
war againft Holland on the 20th of De- 
cember, 1780, and on the i^th the de- 
parture of Sir Jofeph Yorke from the 
Hague. 

This event attraded univcrfal notice, as( 
being the completion of that feries of de- 
feats and difappointments which had long 
iince attended the Englifh and Stadthol- 
derian party- It was likewife a public 
teftimony to the triumph of M, de la Vau- 
guyon, who had at once foiled, and had 
now driven from his ftation a veteran 
ilatefman, after a refidence of nine-and- 
twenty years, during which he had in a 
great meafure united the advantages of 
ambaflador and cabinet minifter in the re^ 

publij:. 
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public. Under fuch circumftances, it is 
perhaps not extraordinary, that his memo* 
ry fhould have been treated in Holland 
with an iinufual degree of feverity; as 
the Faftion hated in him the rcprefenta- 
tivc of the Englifh nation, and the Orange 
party were notforry to attribute to his mif- 
condud, what was in many inftances the 
efFe6l of their own imprudence. His mode 
of living was in the higheft degree hofpi-' 
table and magnificent, but his addrefs and 
manners were not thought fufficicntly con^ 
ciliating, in a country where no individual 
can be offended, or even difregarded, with 
impunity, . and where the life of an am-. 
bafTador ought to be pafTed in a continued 
canvafs and flruggle for influence. The 
honour and integrity of his charadter were 
never calledin queftion, even at a time when 
few characters were fafe ; and the purity of 
his intentions has procured him from his 
liberal and indulgent mafler, the higheft 
mark of approbation that it is in the 
power of a fovereign to beftow, 
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The condud of thQ Engliik cabinet, if* 
thus voluntarily addiug the republic tp 
their already numerous lift pf ^t>f naicif^t 
was at the time confidered abfpad- as aft 
aA of defpair. This vigorous m^dim^^ 
however, befides that it raifed the fpirits 
of the Britifh nation, and difconce^t^d 
their enemies, was perhaps juftified by the 
circumftances of the times* The mf^hnt^ 
language ufed by the merchants of Am-, 
fterdam in their memorials*, proved bcn 
yond a doubt that the Fa^ion were det^r- 



* In a memorial prefented in 1778 by thq merchants 
of Amfterdam, Rotterdam, and Dordrecht, the memo- 
rialifts, after declaring " that the inhabitams of the 
United Provinces neither want iocUnation or cj^ii- 
rage to maintain their independence," r^ridfent it. ^ 
" infufferabk that a nation which ewes the ficurttjf and 
frejeruation of her liberty to the ajjtfiance of the repubtic^ 
fhould DARE to caufe fo muchtrouble and prejudice 'to 
the commerce and navigation of the republic, &c. 
&c.» 
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xnineidr to tty: ta its utmoA eMeati dw 
forbejrajifie of' ^^t Britmo ; and* itr was 
^vidientv. that the courts o£ Vtrrfeilks, who 
were completely m^fers. of the re^iubHc, 
would force it into a war, whenever its 
©jdfjniiyp interference Ihpuldfuit -their ptir- 
pofes btttef . thm: it$ apparent neutrality;. 
A. mptiwft thjarofoj-e was inQvitahJe; and 
it cpuld npt take place at a^ better mpment: 
than when ©r^eait Britain was arixjied^ an4: 
the nepuhlic. unprepared for defence : be-* 
fides, it^waSiof the utmoft importance to^ 
begin the war before the Dutch fhouldi 
have acceded' to the armed neutrality. 
Hftdithat eyent taken place, the Northern; 
courts might have thought it neceffary ta 
^rote<St their new ajlie^ with: the whole 
force of the confederacy i the armed neu-* 
trality vwuld have heqame an armed mp-. 
diation; swid: Great Britain would h^ye 
been compelled to abjure her entire coder 
of maritime law, or to carry on her trade 
in neutral veffels. In this cafe, the E>utch, 
would have engrpifed all the advantagiss, 
proppfod by the anjied affociation; they. 
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would have carried away from the Norw 
them powers the whole Baltic trade ; and 
would have become, for the fecond time, 
the fole carriers of Europe, ^. 

The advantages thus offered to them 
were fo evident and fo exceffive, that they 
created alasm and fufpicion* Inflead of 
attributing to the intrigues of Count Pa*, 
nin, or to the caprice of the Emprefs, the 
formation of a league fo obvioufly deftruc- 
tive of the commercial interefts of Ruflia, 
the Dutch politicians almbft univerfally 
apprehended from it fome fecret defign of 
betraying the republic. Perhaps ieven the 
Prince of Orange was the dupe of this re- 
finement, but he was likewife an enerhy 
to the neutral league, from much wifer 
motives. He knew that whatever unani-^ 
ihity might prevail in the opinions of the 
Dutch as to the expediency of the meafure, 
its adoption muft neceffarily be attended 
with confiderable delay, on account of the 
dilatory forms prefcribed by the conftitu- 
tion i and he was well ^ifTured that Great 
' Britain 
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Britain V^rouldin the mean time feizefome 
fwrrtextfor beginning a war, which in the 
then helplefs ftatc, of the republic feemed 
the greateft of all poffibic evils. On the 
other hand, the court of Verfaiiles were^ 
ienfible that the Dutch, who now relied 
folely on them for fupport, would, by 
fubfcribing to the league, become in a great 
meafure dependent on the Emprefs ; and 
it was by no means their intereft to renew 
at St. Peterfburg a conteft for influence, 
which had already been decided in their 
favour at the H?igue. From thefe concur* 
rent caufes, notwithftanding the clamours 
of the Amilerdam merchants, the accef» 
fion of the republic to the neutral league 
was delayed till after the commencement 
of hoftilities : it then acceded as a bellige^ 
rent power; and was confequently pre^ 
eluded from thofc advantages which were 
enjoyed by the neutrals. 

The Prince of Orange was now entruft- 
ed with the condixd of a war which he 
had long fbrefccn and deprecated, but to 
^ ^ which, 
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wliich» fiom a pcrv^rfe aad xmtoward cp* 
iocidence of events, he was by mai^y pQn^ 
fidered as. axzcdTary. Convinced that ih^ 
^em purfued and recommended by Vli^ 
liantthe Third was founded^ in the tm^ 
j^olitUal; wiidoxn, that a union, of the mar 
i^me powers was. eiTential, to the general 
lialance of Europe, and that an intimate aUJ^^ 
wee wi(bh Great Britai^was nece0aiy to t^ft 
^^MTQ ofitiie republic, he had openly QXn 
pcelTed his predilection for the Engli^ at- 
tjje beginning of the Ameriican quarr^I^ 
To, thiscondu^ the Patriots now very art-, 
i^lly^ re vected . They accufed liim : of W.^ 
ing adviiied the/ aggteflion. of the Englifh* 
aod of contiibuttngi to^ theii: fucceis by, 
teefnohexy. The evident inequality of thc^ 
fifwg&te,. the nftt9Jjik>.u§. deficiency of ajl 
warlike articles in; the dock-yard^ and 
grfeoal^ of the republic,, the^fre^quent and, 
public reclamations m^d^ by the Prince, 
and by the Council of State on the fubjecSt 
of that d^ciency were forgotten; and the 
wiJfuLmifcondudt of the StadthoJder was 
boldly aljfedged by the Patriots, ^s thefole 

caufe 
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caufe of that mifeiable ieries of defeat aii4 
difgrace which immediately followed the 
cpmmenceizient of hoftilities« Theie aUe« 
gations were not only publiflied by the Pa-^ 
triots, and by the wretched libelliils in their 
pay, but lyere iblemnly iiTued from the 
pulpit* The priefts indeed were, in every 
part of the republic, the moft formidable 
of the Stadtholder's opponents : fjom their 
mouths no falfehoods were 'found too groik 
for belief; and they thought none too ab« 
furd for affertion. 

In order to purfue with fafety a fyftc- 
naatic plan for the fubverfion of the Stadt- 
holderate, it was previoufly neceflary to 
remove Duke Lewis of Brunfwick from 
the councils of the Prince, and from the 
command of the army; and to this ob- 
je<a the Patijiots, from the beginning of 
the war, diredted their principal attention. 
Although it was not till the year 1784 
that they completely fucceeded in this at- 
tempt, it may nojt be amifs to colled into 
one view all the intrigues employed for 

this 
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♦his purpofc, in order to avoid a frequent 
recurrence to the fame fubjedt. In May 
1 78 1, the deputies of Arafterdam propofcd 
in the States of Holland the appointment 
of a council, to be chofen from the differ- 
ent provinces, for the purpofe ofaffifting 
the Prince in the execution of his office* 
This meafure would have effeftually de* 
ftroyed the influence of Duke Lewis, but 
as it was at the fame time a diredl attack 
upon the privileges of the Stadtholder, it 
was rejected. In confequence of this fail- 
ure, the fame deputies prefented to the 
Prince a memorial, Hating the various ac- 
cufations urged againfl the Duke by the 
libellifts ; reprefenting thefe charges as the 
voice of the people ; and praying him to 
remove from his councils a perfon fo ge- 
nerally odious. This the Prince refufed : 
the Duke complained to the States General 
of fuch an illiberal attack on his charac- 
ter ; and the deputies recriminated on the 
indecency of his behaviour, in prefuming 
to arraign the conduA of the fovereign 
council of Amfterdam. The appearances 

of 
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of difkffedion in fcveral of the {^rovincei 
during this difpute were fo alatming, that 
the Prince of Orange, from the dread of be- 
ing crlifhed by the weight of odium heaped 
upon his counfellor, earneftly entreated 
him to retire to his government of Bois le 
DuCj and he accordingly quitted the 
Hague on the :24th of May, lySz- The 
Patriots however were not difpofed to leave 
him in quiet poffeflion of his retreat. They 
continually haraffed him with vague but 
vexatious accufations of treafonable cor- 
refpondence with the Englifli, and of plots 
to betray fome of the provinces into their 
hands. They inftituted an inquiry into the 
ftate of the frontier, in hopes of fixing on 
him the imputation of negledling the for- 
tifications : and when all this failed, they 
recurred to a moft Angular charge, which 
they had formerly tried without fuccefs, 
but which at length fully anfwered their 
purpofe. 

In the year 1766, when the prefent 
Prince of Orange came of age, Duke Lewis 

refigned 
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lefigned into his hands the oflfteeis of ca|^-* 
tain and admiral general, which he had ei-» 
ercifed as his guardian and reprefentativc, 
retaining only the poft of field-marfhal of 
the republic. This, which was mcxtly A 
ntilitaiy command, did not admit hini to a 
feat in the Council of State ; but his ad-^ 
vice being ftill deemed neceflary to th^ 
young Prince, and it being fuppofed that 
the poft of Counfellor of State was a de- 
gradation to a perfon who had reprefented 
the head of the republic, a particular aft 
was drawn up, called the d£l ofcmjiiitd* 
tkn^ for the purpofe of conveying to the 
Duke an oftenfible charge, which fliould 
empower him to affift the Stadtholder with 
kis advice whenever it fliould be required* 
This adt was now arraigned as illegal. It 
was contended that a miilitary officer oughl 
not to interfere at all in civil concerns, and 
•hat although a right to advife was very 
diftindl from a right to command, yet th€ 
habitual deference of the Prince to his for- 
mer guardian rendered even this privilege 
injurious to the public interefts* Thefe* 

and 
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ateil fimSar al-giftnents, which were brought 
forward, firtt in the States of Holland, and 
Afterwards in other provincial aflcmblites» 
produced fuch violent refolutions, that the 
Duke, in order to stvoid ia di(graceftil di<^ 
miiSonj took advantage of the pretext o(^ 
fered him by the ruptuie between thfe era>* 
peror and the republic, and on the loth'of 
Odlober, 17B4, retired from a country 
which he had governed during near three- 
Md- thirty years, Gf the various x^harges 
exhibited againft him no one was 6ver ftib- 
ftantiated, but he was generally unpopular j 
and his retreat was an important advan-* 
tage gained by the Patriots, who dreaded 
much more oppofition from his firmnefs, 
than from the mild and forbearing temper 
of the Stadtholder. The only real demerit 
of his condutS: was his education of the 
Prince, whofe attention he ftudioufly di* 
verted from the great duties of his office 
to the little detail of military arrange- 
ments^ and the minutiae of German difci- 
pline. 

While 
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Whilt thcfe attacks were carrying tJtl 
againft the Duke of Brunfwick, the con-^ 
6u&, of the Prince of Orange • was not lefs 
violently arraigned. If he endeavoured by. 
|)rocraftinatioh to prefervethe forces of the 
ftate, he was accufed of inactivity ; and if 
he employed them, his difpoiitions were 
cenfuredt becaufe he was always obliged 
to oppofe an inferior force to a powerful 
enemy. But the accufation which hurt 
him the moft in the minds of the nation^ 
and which was purfued by the Patriots 
with the greateft ardour and perfeverance* 
was occafioned by his conduct in the affair 
ofBreft. 

On the a I ft of September, 1782, Ai- 
de la Vauguyon had prefented to the States 
a requifition often (hips to join the French 
fleet at Breft, and thefe Ihips, which were 
lying in the Texel, and fuppofed to be in 
rcadinefs, were ordered to fail before the 
8th of Odlober. But the captains appoint- 
ed for this fervice unanimoufly afferted the 
impoffibility of complying with their or- 
ders. 
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del-s, frotn the total want of fails, cdrdagej 
and provifionsi and in confequence of 
ihefe allegations, the juftice of which was 
Certified by Admiral Hartfink, and admit- 
ted by the Stadtholder, the intended expe- 
dition did not take place. This refufal of 
the captains is fuppofed to have arifen from 
their diflike to ferving iri Company with 
the French ; but the admiffion of fuch a 
fefufal is an evidence of a ftrange want of 
difcipline in the fleet ; and the excufes on 
which it is grounded, are proofs of the ge- 
neral degradation of the Dutch navy. The 
allegation of a fcarcity of provifions is par- 
ticularly curious, as the Dutch fliips of 
War are not vi6lualhed by the republic, but 
by the captaifts ; who are permitted to re- 
tain for that purpofe about four-pence 
halfpenny Englifll from the daily pay of 
each failor. How far they were able to ex- 
culpate themfelves from this apparent ne- 
giedt of their duty, and how far the Stadt- 
holder was juflified in admitting their 
apology, can only be determined by thofe 
F who 
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who are minutely acquainted with the 
circumftances of the moment. 

The charges, however, againft the Prince's 
general condud during the war, feem to 
liave had much lefs foundation . The Dutch 
failors, who are very ill fed on board of their 
own fhips of war, ufually prefer the mer- 
chant fe^vice of other nations, and it is faid 
that at the beginning of 178 1, there were 
near twenty thoufand of them employed in 
Enghfh veffels. Of about twenty-five 
fhips of the line, and about thirty frigates, 
which then compofed the navy of the re- 
public, nearly half were wretchedly out of 
xep^ir. Thofe that were lying in the Maes, 
in the Y, and in the other rivers, could not 
get out without an eafterly or fouth-eafterly 
wind, nor even with it, except during the 
^pri^g-*id^s ; and their union was very 
difficult, becaufe there is no port in the Se- 
ven Provinces capable of receiving a large 
fleet of men of war. The Dutch fhips of 
the line likewife are much too fmall, and 

the 
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tlie general {hallownefs of their coaft pre- 
cludes them from the poflibility of employ- 
ing veffels of a fufficient fi^e to tope with 
thofe of other nations. Thefe circum- 
ftances are fully fufficient to account for 
their ill fuccefs, and the Prince of Orange 
feems to have done as much as it was pof- 
fible to do j fince it appears that the repub- 
lic kept in pay, during the laft war, a 
greater number of feamen than they had 
ever employed even in the times of their 
greateft profperity • It was not in his power 
to reftore the Putch to their former great- 
nefs, becaufe that was originally owing tp 
their good fortune, and to the fupinenefs of 
their neighbours. A rich foil, a coaft fa- 
vourable to the eftablifhment of fiflieries 
and commerce, and an excellent govern- 
ment under the wife princes of the houfe 
of Burgundy, had excited in the Nether- 
lands an uncommon degree of induftry, and 
had produced population, wealth, the arts, 
and civilization, which were checked every 
where elfe by the operation of the feudal 
fyftem. The civil wars under Philip the Se- 
F % cond, 
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cond , gave them that energy whidh was alone 
wanting to complete their character; am- 
bition afterwards fupplied the place of zeal, 
and raifed them to a high degree of power, 
from which, after the effervefcence of thefe 
temporary caufes, they fublided into their 
natural ftate of mediocrity. 

Such obfervltions as thefe were, how- 
ever, too ofFen five to the vanity of the na- 
tion, to be urged by either party. Both 
refleded with equal aftonifhment on the 
uninterrupted feries of defeats which the 
republic received from an enemy with 
whom ihe had once contended fingly, and 
fucccfsfuUy , although that power was now 
crippled by the operation of the armed 
neutrality, and oppofed by the united 
ftrength of France, , Spain, the Republic, 
America, and the moft powerful princes of 
Afia. The Patriots attributed thefe defeats 
to the Stadtholder; the Orange party, to 
the anarchy introduced by the Patriots ; but 
both were exafperated almoft to madnefs 
againft the common enemy, when an event 

happened 
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happened which promifed a ceflatioh of 
hoftilities, and a renovation of the old al* 
liance between the States General and 
Great Britain. This was the change in 
the Englifli miniftry which took pl&ce in 
the month of March, 178a. 

As this change had been preceded by an 
©rder for fufpending all offeniive opera- 
tions in America, and accompanied by a 
ftipulation for the eventual grant of its in- 
dependence, the caufe of the war was now 
in a great meafure removed, and it was 
evident that the new cabinet were fincerely 
defirous of peace, at the fame time that 
their abilities were conlidered as fully ade- 
quate to the condudt of the war. Such an 
alteration of circaimftances had an efFed: 
every where. The belligerent powers, 
though ftill confident in the jftrength of 
their confederacy, faw with pleafure the 
arrival of Mr.Grenville at Paris, with pro- 
pofals for an accommodation. The King 
of Pruffia, whofe diflike had perhaps been 
directed rather againft the Britifh cabinet 
F 3 than 



( T ) 
than agalnft the nation, feemed determined 
not to fufFer any farther diminution of a 
power, which might be eventually fervice- 
able to him in Germany. Denmark was 
equally friendly. But the efFed of the 
change in adminiftration was no where fo 
ftrongly felt as at St. Peterfburgh. 

The Emprefs had long profeffed a lean- 
ing towards England j but the former ca- 
binet, though they had offered a vaft and 
perhaps exceffive price for her friendfhip^ 
had miftaken her character, and had ra-» 
ther courted her power than her perfon, 
Befides, though enthufiaftic in every thing, 
Ihe was particularly fo in her admiration 
for Mr. Fox. She placed the firmeft rc-» 
liance on the known energy and decifion 
of his charadter, and eJcpeded from his 
, fplendid abilities the reftoratioh of Great 
Britain to its former greatnefs. She had 
been long defirous of intervening as a mc^ 
dialrix in the general war, and particularly 
apxious to bring about a peace between 
Great Britain and Holland, and Mr, Fox 

began 
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began his adminiftration by courting her 
to this favourite meafure. He wrote a 
letter through M. de Simolin to Prince 
Gallitzen and M. MarkofF, the Ruffian 
minifters at the Hague, requefting them 
to propofe to the States General an imme- 
diate fufpenfion of hofldlities, and a nego- 
tiation for peace, on the conditions of the 
treaty of 1674, under the fole mediation 
of the court of Ruffia. This letter pro- 
duced, as was expected, very little efFedt 
at the Hague; but its operation was deci- 
five at St. Peterfburgh. The Emprefs 
now determined to recommend very feri-. 
oufly to the Republic their acceptance of 
fo reafonable an offer ; and it is probable 
that her powerful intervention would have 
given a very different turn to the affairs of 
Europe, had not a new revolution taken 
place in the Englifli Cabinet by the death 
of Lord Rockingham, the refignation of 
Mr. Foi, and the appointment of Lord 
Shelbume as furfl miniiler. 

F4 This 
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This of courfe occafioned a fufpenfiox^ 
of thofe difpofitions in favour of England 
which had now univerfally begun to pre-* 
vail. Mr. Grenvillc fuddenly left Paris, 
and although Mr. Fitz-Herbert was imme- 
diately fcnt by the new miniftry to replace 
him, neither the belligerent powers nor the 
neutrals were fatisfied either as to the per- 
manency or fincerity of the new cabinet ^ 
and the firft confequence of this doubt was 
he lofs of the projed: with refped: to HoU 
land. At Paris, however, Mr. Fitz-Her- 
bert fucceeded in eftablilhing a negotiation, 
and even carried it very far towards a fa- 
vourable termination, by taking advantage 
of the anxiety for peace which was betray-* 
ed by the French minifter. In fadt, the 
pofition of M. de Vergennes was become 
very critical. He had powerful enemies 
at Verfailles, againft whom he could only 
hope to prevail by the fpeedy reftoration 
of peace. The war had long ceafed to be 
popular in France, and the events of the 
laft campaign had not made it more fo : the 

people 
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people were oppreffed by a weight of taxes; 
the nobility, who are almoft univerfally 
engaged in the land fervice, were clamo- 
rous againft thefe expeAfive naval opera- 
tions, from which they could exped; nei- 
ther advantage nor diftindtions : the nume- 
rous and powerful proprietors of Weft In- 
dian eftates were impatient to receive their 
produce, which, from the want of veffels to 
bring it homcj was perifliing in the iflands : 
and the merchants were greatly diftreffed 
by their lofles during the war, and difgufted 
with their American fpeculations. On the 
other hand, the Turks were threatened 
with an attack, and France was bound by 
her, alliance to affift them; befides which 
it was effential to her interefts to check 
the growing power of Ruffia, and ftill more 
fo to protect her own Levant trade, the 
moft lucrative branch of her whole com- 
merce. Such a war was to be prevented 
at any price. While the French minifter 
was in this embarraffment. Lord Shelbume 
fuddenly determined to be his own nego- 
tiator, and M. dc Vergenncs, who was per- 

fedly 
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fedly difpofed to indulge this difpofition, 
immediately difpatched to England M. de 
Rayneval, firll clerk in his office. The ef- 
fe<ft of this miffion was extraordinary. The 
reprefentatives of the two rival nations 
were furprifed at their firft interview by a 
mutual and violent friendfhip. The feve-^ 
ral points in litigation were difcufled and 
concluded with infinite cordiality ; orders 
for figning the treaty were tranfmitted to 
t^aris ; and the univerfe was indebted for 
the refloratiori of its tranquillity to the ac- 
cidental tendemefs of Lord Shelburne and 
M. de Rayneval. 

As the Englifh minifter had by this 
treaty granted to the French and the Ame- 
cans nearly all that they afked, and to the 
Spaniards perhaps more than they aflced, 
it became neceflary that the Dutch Ihould 
. make a compenfation to Great Britain for 
the profufion of her negotiator. For this 
purpofe, the retention of Negapatnam, and 
the right of a free navigation in the eaftern 
feas, were infilled on ; and it was evident 

that 
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that the republic, being unable to cany on 
a feparatc war, would be forced to comply 
with thefe hard terms. The treaty, how- 
ever, was received in England with univerfal 
difguil ; even the eloquence of Mr. Pitt 
was fruitlefsly erpiployed in its defence; and 
the author of the peace, who had hoped td 
ftielter himfelf behind the popularity of 
that extraordinary young man, was dif- 
miffed from his office. 

The return of Mr. Fox into power, 
again raifed the hopes of the few friends 
whom England ftill preferved in the re- 
public. They immediately reprefented to 
the cabinet that this was the moment for 
Great Britain to regain the ground which 
(he had loft, as France, by her notorious 
dereliction of the Dutch interefts in the 
late treaty, had nearly extinguilhed that en- 
thufiafm in her favour, which lately pre- 
vailed throughout the nation. They infift- 
. ed that the retention of Negapatnam was 
of very little advantage to Great Britain ; 
and the right of navigating the eaftern feas 

either 
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cither wholly nugatory, or important only 
as a certain fource of jealoufy between the 
twQ nations; and that by confenting to 
abandon thefe points as the price of a new 
alliance with the Republic, Great Britain 
would filence all the arguments of her ene- 
mies, and fecure to herfelf the eternal gra- 
titude of the Dutch nation. That a nego- 
tiation on this bafis could not eafily fail of 
fuccefs, if conduced by an ambaflador, 
whofe manner fhould be fufEciently conci- 
liating to foften the firft violence of that 
rancour which the Englifli name fo uni- 
verfally excited in Holland, and who Ihould 
poflefs fufficient penetration and addrefs to 
deted: and refute themifreprefentations ufed 
by the Patriots, and to fet in its true light 
the generous and difinterefted condudt of 
his Britannic Majefty. Laftly, that the vaft 
importance of the Dutch ports in India, in 
cafe of a new war, was more than fuffi- 
cient to juftify an experiment by which no- 
thing was riflced for the prefent, as the 
propofed ceffions would of courfe be only 
eventual. Thefe reprefentations decided, 

the 
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the Englifh cabinet, and Sir James Harris 
was pitched upon for the condudt of the 
intended negotiation. But in the mean 
time the King again difmiffed his confiden- 
tial fervants; during the ftruggle which 
followed this event all foreign confidera- 
tions were forgotteri, and the whole atten* 
tion of the nation was abforbed in their 
indignation againft Lord North and Mr. 
Fox, who had abjured their mutual ani- 
Inofity, without waiting for the confent of 
the public. 

' The Coalition Miniftry was difmiffed on 
the 17th of December^ 1 783, and the affairs 
of Holland feem to have been entirely 
overlooked by the Englifli till the end of 
1784; whereas France was enabled during 
this interval not only to do away the un- 
favourable impreflions occafioned by her 
conduft in the late peace, but even to ex- 
tend her influence far beyond its former 
bounds, by taking advantage of the dif- 
putes between the Emperor and the re- 
public. 

The 
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The frontiers of Flanders had been fet- 
tled in 1664, by a fotms^l convention be- 
tween the King of Spain and the States 
General. After the fucceffion war, the 
Spaiiifh Low Countries were allotted to 
th? houfe of Auftria : but the maritime 
powers, by the barrier treaty of Novem- 
ber, 1715* annexed to this ceffion a variety 
of copditions, which were at that time 
thought neceflary to preferve the political 
lyftem of Europe, and jullified by the ex- 
pences that thefe powers, and particularly 
the Dutch, had incurred during the war. 
The various altercations between the go- 
vernment of the Low Countries and th^ 
States General refulting from this treaty, 
produced in 171 8 a new convention, by 
which the frontiers of the republic were ex- 
tended far beyond the limits afligned to them 
in 1 664, and although this convention was 
not formally ratified by the court of Vien- 
na, the Dutch proceeded to occupy a great 
part of the country thus ceded to them^. 
After the peace of Aix la Chapelle, the 
barrier towns, taken by the French, were 

again 
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again reftored to the republic; but the 
court of Vienna refufed.to contribute to 
the expence of re-bui^ding the fortifica- 
tions, which ha4 been univerfally demo- 
lifhed, to pay their fubfidy for the 12,000 
Dutch troops employed in the garriibns^ 
or even to, difti^rfe the arrears which wer^ 
due to the republic before the French in* 
vafion* The prefent Emperor went ftill 
farther. Taking advantage of the wa^: 
between, the Dutch and Gre^it Britain^ 
which was the guarantee to the barriey 
treaty, Jbe, in 1781:, fuddenly declared 
|hat treaty obfpleti?, took upon binifelf the 
prot^iaion of ;the frontiei:, and difmiffed 
tl^^ Dutf h garrifphs. 

Tl\ip littlp^ oppofition, made by the State? 
General to this extraordinary meafure, and 
the many fymptoms of weaknefs and anar- 
cl^y to which the Emperor had been witnefs 
during his journey in Holland, encouraged 
him to new prpjedts ; and he dire<5ted the 
government of the Low Countries to take 
the fi,rft opportupiity of refuming all the 

territory 
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tefritoty which had been occupied by the 
Dutch fince the convention of 1 664. Thd 
manner in which this order was executed 
was rather whimfical. In the beginning 
of November, 1783, a foldief had died in 
the fort of Litfkenjhoekj and the garrifon 
jprepared, according to cuftom, to bury 
him in, the neighbouring village of T>oek^ 
fituate within the frontier claimed by the 
Emperor. The proceffion was met by the 
bailiff of Beveren, in Auftrian Flandersf, 
who entered a proteft igainft this viola-* 
tion of his Imperial mailer's territory ^ 
and, a few days afterwards, a detachment 
from the garrifon of Ghent came to Doekf 
took up the body, and threw it into the 
ditch of the Dutch fort; while another de-* 
tachment from the garrifon of Bruges were 
employed in taking poffeffion of the fortas 
of St. Donate St. Pierre, and Job. Such 
violent meafures occafioned univerfal con- 
Vernation in the republic, as no one could 
forefee what degree of refentment might 
be excited in the Imperial mind by this 
ftrange aggreffion of a dead foldier. Some 

hafty 



Ihiaify ffeeiiforcs were tftkeA fof the tempo- 
Hty protedtion of Dutch Sirabant ; at the 
iame titcvt means of cdricimtibh \^ere at- 
tempted, ^d' f ri the ihottth of April fwd 
isidditional plenipotentiaries were fent to 
Bruflels. *rhe court 6f Vieniia, howevei'i 
Continued to rife ki its demands. Maef- 
fricht, which had been pfomlfed to Spairt 
as a ifetum for ife frieiidfy ihterferencci 
during the Frehch invafiotl ila 167 a, was 
dainibd by the Emperor, as teprefehtatiVd 
of the Spanifh Monarch. The free na^ 
Vigatiori of the Scheld was infilled on > 
ah invafibn of the republic was attnounced^ 
in cafe of refiftance^- and it was known 
tfiat the Emprefs of Ruffia was determined 
to arm in fupport of the Emperor's pre- 
fcnfiotis; in this defperate fituation of 
tbe j?epublit, the court of Verfailles de^t 
clafed their intention df embracing its 
OiUfej and even appeared refolved to rilk 
a war in its favour. Such a meafure, at 
fuch a tilne, naturally produced a high 
degree of refpe€t for French magnanimity, 
i^nd a proportionate hatred agsiinft their 
jfivals, theEngliflii 

Whilft 
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Whilft the temper of the Dutch was 
thus hoftile to Great Britain, there was no 
power on the Continent on whofe friendly 
difpofition (he could rely. The Emperor, 
though not much pleafed with the conduct 
of the court of Verfailles, trufted to the flow, 
but fure efFeil of the Queen's influence in 
his favour, and was by no means difpofed 
to purchafe, by a rupture with France, the 
alliance of Great Britain, who feemed to 
have neither any fixed principles of govern- 
ment at home, nor a confifl:ent plan of fo- 
reign politics. Ruflla was intimately al- 
lied with the Emperor, and indiflerent to 
the reft of Europe* The Emprefs had 
long repofed her principal confidence in 
Prince Potemkin ; and this Angular, but 
able min, had diredled the ambition of his 
miflrefs towards the South, where alone 
the farther aggrandizement of her empire 
appeared pradicable. In foreign connec- 
tions nothing was looked to beyond their 
probable fubferviency to this view. The 
Emperor had very ably contrived to over- 
turn the interefts of his rival at St. Peterf- 

burgh» 
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bufgh^ and had concluded an alliance widl 
the Emprefs, who now refolved to aflift 
him with all that weight which Ruflia held 
in. the fcale of Europe, in order to fecure 
his effc£tuzl co-operation againft theTurks* 
That fingular enthufiafm which Mr. Fox 
had contrived to infpire, ,had for a time 
fufpehded this fyftem ; but it was refumed 
on his difmiffion, arid from that moment, 
the minifters of France, Spain, and Eng- 
land have equally played a fubaltem part 
at St. Peterlburgh. Denmark and Sweden 
were not likely to ad: in oppofition to 
Ruffia ; and a connexion with the Porte 
was not yet thought of. The King of 
Pruffiawas decidedly adverfe to any alli- 
ance with Great Britain, unlefs joined by 
the Emprefs : the great objedl of his po- 
licy was to fet afide, or at leaft to weaken, 
the alliance between France and Auftria, 
which had been concluded in 1756; and on 
this principle he dire<3:ed the operations of 
his party in the Republic, which was now 
confiderable. It had originated in the in- 
fluence of the Princefs of Orange, and had 
G 2 been 
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been much augmented by the failure of an 
abfurd attempt made by the Orange party 
on the 6th of December, 178a, to produce 
an infurredion in favour of the StadthoU 
der, in confequence of which he had been 
reduced to apply to the King of Pruffia for 
protedion. The King had even at that 
time recommended an acquiefcence in the 
projects of the French, and he was now 
ftiB more difpofed to fuch advice from the 
profpe(5fc of a rupture between them axid 
the Emperor. 

Such was the ftafe of Europe,, when 
the Engliih cabinet, finding themfelvcs 
firmly eftablifhed in the government,, begait 
to direct tdieir attention towards tEie afiairs: 
of Holland, They adopted, in part at 
leaft, the plan laid down by their prede- 
ceffors, confirmed the former choice of ant 
ambaffador, and difpatched to the Hague 
Sir James Harris; who arrived towards the 
end of December, I7844 
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This meafure, though it did not pro- 
duce any immediate efFedt on the ftate of 
parties in Holland, was at leaft a public in- 
dication that the Britifli cabinet were now 
determined to renew the ftruggle for con- 
tinental influence; and it was evident that 
the event of this ftruggle, wouU in a 
great meafure decide the relative im* 
portance of France and Great Britain. 
From this period therefore, the hiftory of 
the Republic becomes much more intereft* 
ing, and will require a more particular de- 
tail; fo that it may not be amifs in this 
place, to take a view of the principal cha- 
raders who will appear on the fcene. 

The Prince of Orange poffefTes great 
facility of comprehenfion, a Angular 
quicknefs in difceming characfters, and 
a memory moft uncommonly retentive. 
Few of his predeceflbrs have been fo 
deeply verfed in the hiftory and conftitu- 
G 3 tion 
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tion of the republic, and certainly none have 
been more cautious of exceeding the bounds 
prefcribed by that conftitution to the power 
of the Stadtholder. His manners are affa- 
ble, and his difpofition modeft and unaf- 
fuming. Perhaps this laft quality is a 
principal caufe of thofc diftreffes to which 
he has been expofed, as Duke Lewis, who 
wifhed to obtain an exclufive influence 
over his pupil, appears to have ftudioufly 
encouraged in him a diffidence in his own 
judgment, and a diftruft of all thofe who 
furrounded him. Hence, though always 
firm in his adherence to the general line of 
condudl which he thought effential to the 
interefts of his country, he wa? frequently 
wavering and undetermined in the choice 
of the means, fo that hiis charadter was for 
fome time confidered as a mixture of per- 
fonal courage and political irrefolution. 
But, on his being deprived of Duke Lewis, 
and abandoned to his own efforts, the energy 
of his mind was found to increafe in pro- 
portion to the preffure of his misfortunes; 
and his conduit during thofe calamitous 
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times which immediately preceded the 
revolution, woiild not have difgraced the 
ableft of his predeceffors. 

The Princefs of Orange unites all the 
accomplifliments of her fex, and the nxoft 
amiable domeftic virtues, with that daring 
fpirit which charaderifes the Houfe of 
Brandenburgh. During the long and illi- 
beral perfecution which was raifed againft 
her hufband, although fhe was conftantly 
obferved with the fame patient and watch- 
ful malignity, her enemies were never 
able to fix a ftain on the undeviating rec- 
titude of her coiiduiS; her firmnefs and 
refignation rendered her at all times ahob- 
jedt of refpe<a and pity, and greatly con- 
tributed to prepare the minds of the people 
for that revolution, of which her fortunate 
intrepidity became the immediate and 
oftcnfible caufe. 

Such a change of circumftanccs, however, 
was at this time too improbable to raife 
the hopes of the moft fanguine well-wilhers 

G4 ' to 
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to the Orange cairife, Thefe indeed no 
longer formed a party. Though xiompofed 
of the firft families in the republic, they 
were without power, without a chief, with- 
out a plan of concert, without hopes of fo- 
reign afBftance» and defpondent from a long 
ferics of difappointments. Their adverfa-? 
lies pofTeiTed all the advantages of internal 
audiority and foreign influence, they were 
united in a party, and condi^d;ed by three 
able leaders. Van Berkel, Gyzlaar, and 
Zeebergen, penfionaries of Am^erdam^^ 
Dort, and Haarlem* 

Thefe three perfons had been bred tq 
the law, a profeflion which, in the repub- 
lic, is the ufual preparation for the difcharge 
of the principal public offices. Van Berkel 
had begun his career without much fuccefe 
at the Hague, and from thence had removt 
cd to Amflerdam, where his great con-? 
nedions arifing from a fortunate marriage, 
his known hatred to the Stadtholder, his; 
deteflation of the Englifh, and fome repu^ 
tation for ability, had gradually Jfaifed him, 
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to die poft oC penfipoary . In this &uaUoti# 
hy the ifirmneCs of his charad:er> and acute^ 
oels of his minAi he foon acquire4 a decid-f 
fid afcenduicy ov^r the great penfiooRry 
Blejrfwick, and thus became the oftenfiblQ 
chief of thie Anti-ft?idtholderian party^ 

Gyzlaar bad beconj/e penfionaiy of Dort, 
in 1779, through the influience of Van 
BerkeL His wam> attachm^t to thq 
French intereft, his impetuofity of temper, 
his fine talents, his undaunted courage, and 
powerful eloquence, rendered him perhaps 
the njioft formidable of t}ie Stadtholder'l 
opponents. 

^^eebefgen, penfionary of Ha«rlemt fitft 
fofe into import^qce in the year 1779, by 
prooiring from Franc^e for that town the 
fame commercial idvaijtages whieh fhe had 
H^ranted tP Amfterdam ; 4nd by thus point* 
iog out tc the other towns of the province, 
the line of condud which the court of 
Verfailles wiftied them to follow. He was 
j(bje, patient* and intriguing, and conceals 

ed 
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cd under an appearance of great mode)'a-« 
tion, a zeal for the caufe not inferior to 
that of his affociates. Befides thefe, a 
fourth perfonage began about this time to 
attract the attention of the public, and 
gradually increafed in importance until he 
became the principal hero of the patriotic 
fadtion. This was the Rhingrave of Salm. 
Though lately an iAfignificant officer in 
the Dutch army, he was now intrufted 
with a moft important negotiation at Ber- 
lin, to which he was recommended by the 
Patriots, as a reward for his fubferviency 
to the views of France, but which was 
confirmed to him by the Prince of OrangCi 
.whom he had betrayed. This fingular 
adventurer certainly poffeffed confiderable 
talents^ and perhaps fome genius, fince he 
was on the point of realizing the vaft ex- 
pedations fuggefted by his inordinate am- 
bitioi\, and for a length of time fucceeded 
in duping fome of the ableft politicians in 
Europe, and in rendering them fubfervient 
to his own purpofes. His knowledge, 
though fuperficial, was unqueftionably va- 
rious 
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rious and extenfive ; he could talk with 
fluency and elegance the language of almofl 
every country, affume the tone of every 
paffion, and accommodate himfelf to every 
temper and underftanding ; though he was 
moft peculiarly fuccefsful in captivating 
the minds of the populace. By thefe ta- 
lents, by a complete indifference to every 
religious and moral principle, and by the 
moft fhamelefs effrontery, he long dazzled 
his own party, and aftonifhed and intimi- 
dated his enemies ; till his condudt at 
Utrecht rendered him the objed: of univer- 
fal contempt, and proved that with the 
Vites, and perhaps the talents, of a Cati*< 
line, he wanted his courage. 

The alterations in the Dutch conftitu- 
tion projected by the Patriots, were as fol- 
lows : ♦* That the forms of the prefent 
gpvernment Ihould continue to fubfift, but 
that the States fliould become in every re- 
fped: completely independent of the Stadt-.. 
holder; and that for this purpofe he fhould 
P9 longer enjoy a feat in any of the colleges 
— in 
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in the republic. That the RegUmens fiiould 
be aboliflicd- That the Stadtholder's right 
of recommending candidates far the vacant 
magiilracies in the towns of Holland ihould 
ceafe. That . the charges of Stadtholder 
and Captain General fhould if poffible be 
feparated, and conferred on different per- 
fons I or that, at leaft, the titles only 
fliould be rcferved to the Prince of Orange^ 
and the offices be executed, as in the 
time of the.De Witts, by deputies chofen 
for the purpofe. In general, that the 
Stadtholder IJiould pofleffs fuch powers 
only as might enable him tp execute the 
orders of the States, ' That the hereditary 
Stadtholderate ihould continue in the PrincQ 
of Orange on his acceptance of thefe terms; 
but that in cafe of his refufal, the different 
ftates fhould be at liberty to ele(3; another 
Stadtholder.'- 

It was evident that a plan fb obvioufly 
fubverfive of every principle on which the 
pnion of Utrecht had been eflablifhed, wa$ 
not likely tp meet the concurrence of all 
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the itlembcrs of the union. It was deter-t 
mined thcrefotc, in purfuance of the plait 
laid down by Barnevelt and the De WittSj 
to diminifh as much as poffibfe the power 
of the States General ; to af&rt on all oc- 
cafions the independence of the States of' 
Holland 1 and to difregard the oppofition 
of fuch members of thei union as they 
fhould be unable to draw over to their 
interefts. 

Still, however, it was rtcceffary to thtf 
Complete fuccefs of their projeft, that they 
fhould have at their own difpofal a body of 
troops, on whofe fidelity they could de^ 
pend ; and even this was fumifhed to thera 
by the fingular circuniftances of the times^ 

Although the United States have longf 
been under a neceffity of maintaining an 
army for the general protedion of the re- 
public, the feveral towns have at all times 
intrufted the defence of their walls to an 
armed body of their own burghers : and 
this natipnal militia enjoyed no inconfider- 

able 
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able degree of reputation, before the intrd* 
dudlion of that fevere difcipline which has 
lately prevailed among the mercenary ar- 
mies of Europe. When the late Stadthol- 
der projected the reform in the army of 
the republic, good policy perhaps required 
that he fhould at the fame time propofe a 
£milar improvement of the national mili- 
tia; as the burghers are in general well 
difpofed to the houfe of Orange, and 
would thus have formed a powerful and 
conftitutional defence of the Stadtholderate 
againft the incroachments of the magif- 
trates. This, however, was then negkiSled, 
and the idea was either never fuggefted, or 
at leaft never adopted by the prefent Prince 
pf Orange. The confequence was, that 
during the late war, when the whole na- 
tion was infpired with a general military 
enthufiafm, and when an univerfal jealoufy 
prevailed againft Duke Lewis and the army 
which he commanded, various bodies of 
people voluntarily aflembled for the pur- 
pofc of acquiring a knowledge of military 
difcipline; and, as thefe bodies were of 

courfe 
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courfe compofed of perfons inimical to tho 
Prince of Orange, they were every where 
proted^d and encouraged by the Patriots. 
They were direded in the firft inftance to 
appear as prote<5lors of the burghers ; to 
infift on the difmiffion of fuch members in 
the difierent regencies as were known to 
be well afFe£ted to the Stadtholdcr; and 
to procure the eftablifhment of a committee 
of burghers^ for the purpofe of eleding 
new members to fupply their place. Thefe 
military affociations, under the name of 
Free Corps ^ began in the province of U- 
trecht, from whence they gradually fpread 
through the other provinces, and at this 
time began to affume a very menacing 
appearance. 

Befides thefe internal refources, the Pa- 
triots were affured of all the affiftance that 
French influence, French intrigue, and 
French money could give them. During 
the late war, although the friends of the 
Stadtholder had been unable to refill the 
French intereft on other points, they had 

been 
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hteh fiifficicntly ftrong to prevent thoti 
Vaft exertions, and that profufe expenditure 
of men and money, which the court of 
Verfailles had expedled from the republic* 
It was, therefore, eflential to the intereftsi 
of France that the whole power of the 
flate fliould be veiled in the Patriots, froni 
whom fhe was fure of obtaining the mod 
perfed: co-operation in the dvent of a new 
War, for which (he had already begun td 
prepare, and of which India was intended 
to be the theatre. Of the fifteen hundred 
ftien who compofed the, garrifon at the 
Cape, one-third confifted of the regiment 
of Meuron ; and that of Luxemburg ^ con-» 
filling of about a thoufand men, was 
in garrifon at Columbo and Trincomal6rf 
Both thefe bodies were taken into the fer-- 
vice of the Dutch Eaft India Company, hni 
it was ftipulated that they Ihould be re-» 
cruited from France, and that each Ihould 
in future be ftrengthened by two hundred 
men, in addition to their ufual comple- 
ment. On this foundation it was intended 
to raife a formidable military force in the 

Dutch 
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Dutch Eaft Indies, as foon as the projeds 
of France fhould be matured ; but in the 
xne$ti time it was neceffary to take every 
means of extending and fecuring their po- 
pularity in the republic. With this view 
ihey had permitted the Dutch to raife 
within the kingdom a body of four thou- 
fand light troops, and had formally noti- 
fied to the Emperor that they could not 
fee with indifference »ny hoftilities exer-* 
cifed againft the States « 

At the fame time the king of Pruffia, 
from motives already mentioned, was per- 
fedlly difpofed to coincide with the views 
of France. The reports from Prince Hen- 
ry, who was then at Paris, gave him rea- 
fon to believe that the Queen's influence 
began to decline, and that the court of Ver- 
failles might now be induced to put an end 
to the alliance of 1756, and to unite with 
Pruflia. It was' natural that the interefts 
of the Stadtholder, and even the exiflence 
of the Stadtholderate Ihould appear of little 
importance, when put in competition with 
thi? great objeiS. The king only recjuired 

H that 
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that the honour of the houfe of Brandcn- 
burgh fhould be preferved, and that if the 
difmif&on of the Prince of Orange were 
refolved on, the Princefs fhould have ah 
offer of the pofl of Gouvemante, aflifled by 
a council chofen from the Patriotic Inac- 
tion. 

From fo powerful a combination, the 
complete ruin of the Stadtholdfer was uni- 
verfally confidered as inevitable ; and all 
refiflance apjpeared fo fruitlefs, that the 
Prince of Orange had lately fubmitted to 
the humiliating neccffity of pr(^fing to 
the States the nomination of a French offi* 
cer (M. de Maillebois) to the command of 
the Dutch army. 

Such was the unpromifing, and ap- 
parently defperate pofhire of afiairs, when 
Sir James Harris began his mifHon at 
the Hague. It was necefTary that he 
fhould feparate the man from the minify 
tetf and that by his addrefs and conciliat- 
ing manners, he fhould refcue himfelf from 
that general profcription in which all who 

bore 
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how the name of Englifliffien had been 
long involved. That with m ap^pearance 
t>f perfeijt' inadivity, he &owld colkuSl aiad 
unjite a fcattered and defpondent piarty, and 
infpire them with ui^mnf\i|y an^ .^^wragej 
.*hat he Ihould difcover or create channels of 
fure and fecret intelligence ; and that under 
all thofc impreflions of jealoufy which his 
nmiffion neceffarily infpired, he Ihould dif- 
appoint the vif ilanc?, *od dete<3; and defeat 
the intrigues of a wary and poweifiil fac- 
tioni whpfe emiflkries pervaded every fo- 
ciety in the republic. In all thefe points, 
this ** fubtle and audacious minifter," (as 
the French writers emphatically ftyle him) 
became at laft completely fuccefsful. 

Nothing could be more glooniy than the 
prpfpe(3: which prefented itfelf on all fides 
at the commencement of the year 1 785. ^At 
home, all was defpondencc and diflatisfac- 
tion. The nomination of M. de Maillc- 
bois, by which the chief of the republic 
was virtually declared incapable of under- 
taking its defence at this critical jundure ; 
H3i the 
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the impoverifhed* ftate of the great com<« 
mercial companies from loffes during the 
war, and firom difappointment in the ex-* 
pedfced returns from North America ; the 
intention of adding a new tythe -f on all 

articles 

♦ The loffes fuftained by the Eaft India Company, 
fincc the year 1780, in confequence of the rupture witji 
England, amounted at this time to about feventy mil- 
lions of florins, equal to about fix millions one hundred 
and twenty-five pounds fteriing, reckoning the florin at 
one fliilling and nine-pence, 

+ It may be a matter of curiofity, and perhaps of 
confolation to the £ngli(h reader, to conteitiplate the 
heavy load of taxes under which the province of Hol- 
land not only fubfifts, but even flourifhes. The detail 
is as follows. 

Land-tax a f. 17 ft, per acre ; dykes a f- 3 ft* ; totiil 
5 florins, or about 8 s. 9d. fteriing. Rent about aos, 
per acre. 

Taxes on houfes vary, one houfe fometimes pays a$ 
far as 40 pounds fteriing. 

Collateral Tax, or tax on inheritants out of the dire£l 
liqg : this varies from 2| to 10 per cent. It is levied 
in the province where the property y not the perjon, of the 
deceafed was lodged. This tax is fuppofed to bring, in 
the courfe of a few generations, all private property in- 
to the coffers of the public. 

All fales of moveables, comprehending grain, cattle, 
and all produce of land, pay the 80th penny \ horfes the 
lath \ immoveables pay the 40th penny. 

FamilU 
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drtitles of confumption ; and the excefles 
of the Patriots j reduced the people almoft 
to defpair. Their fituation with refpedt to 
foreign powers was not calculated to diffi- 
pate their defpondence. A trifling mer*^ 

PamUIe GeJdt is a tax of 2 per cent, on every man's 
income dated on oath. All eatables are taxed higli. 
Small beer at about 50 per cent. Coffee, teaj and fait, 
according to the number of fervants. Salt whether 
confumed or not. Wine pays an excife of about 3/i 
per hogfhead. 

Ampt Geldti or office money, is a tax of 2 per cent* 
on the revenue of all offices, excepting thofe in the ar« 
my : — ^the navy pay it. 

Ampt Obligaties, ot recognitions. Every man ap- 
pointed to an office, muft buy^Aocks to a certain amount, 
;and tear the bonds. This renders offices a kind of an- 
nuity, yielding to the purchafer about 12 or 14 per cent. 
All manufaAures ufed inthe country pay heavy charges ; 
but the duties and cuftoms, which are levied by the fe- 
veral admiralties, are low. 

The Eaft India Company pays as i compenfation for 
itfr charter about 36^000/. fterling annually ; but in ad- 
dition, each ihare of 6000 florins pays 480 florins an- 
liually, whether there is a dividend or not. The reve- 
tiiies of this province, If we include what is paid to the 
feveral towns and corporations^ may be eftimated at 
about 24 millions of florins, levied on a population of 
about 800,000 fouls ; fo that on an Average, each per- 
fon pays about 30 florins, or two guineas and a half 
JEngliih. 

H 3 cantilc 



cantile difpute with the Venetians, whidi 
had been carried on by both fides with 
equal violence, feemed likely to terminate 
in a war between thde rival republics. 
The Auftrian troops were on their march, 
and were almoft hourly expedtcd to begin 
their attack upon the frontier. The Em- 
prefs of Ruilia had notified to the States 
her intention of fupporting the claims of 
the Emperor, and it was feared that a Ruf- 
fian fleet would be fpeedily fent to co-c^e- 
rate with his army. The frontier of the 
republic on the fide of Flanders confifted 
of forty-two towns, and though many of 
thefe might be rendered inaccefiSble by 
means of inundations, the remainder could 
not be long defended. The States indeed had 
lately adled with imufual vigour. Large 
fiipplies of cattle, provifions, and militaiy 
ftores, had been fent to Maefl:richt : a con- 
fiderable augmentation of the army had 
been ordered : M. de Maillebois had un- 
dertaken to raife 3,000 men, the Rhin- 
grave a, 000, the young Prince of Hefle 
Darmftadt a, 000, and Colonel Matta 900 ; 

but 
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but it was feared that after all thefe aug- 
mentations the army of the republic would 
ftill be very inadequate to its protection, 
againft the formidable power which now 
threatened it with an invafion. 

A propofal for an accommodation, 
which arrived from the Emperor on the 
7th of January, was rather calculated to 
embarrafs the States, than to infpire them 
with hopes of a fpeedy end to their diffi- 
cttlties. It was required that they fliould 
make a full reparation for the infult offered 
to the Imperial flag ; that they fhould in^ 
damnify all thofe who had fufFered from 
the inundations at Lillo and the Sas de 
Gandi and that they ihould furrender to 
the Emperor the town and fortrefs of 
Maeftricht with its dependencies. This 
propofal was flrongly recommended to 
them by M. de Vergennes, and they were 
afTured by their ambafTadors that his exifl- 
ence as a minifler depended on their com* 
pliance. Their anfwer was, as might 
\^ expected, e^^tremcly civil; but bj 

H4 no 
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no means explicit on the fubjed: of Macf* 
tricht. 

From this ftate of doubt and appt^hen- 
fion they were in a great meafure relieved 
by the unexpected intelligence, that the 
ambition of the Emperor had now taken 
a new turn; and that, by a treaty con- 
cluded on the third of Januaxy with the 
Eleiftor Palatine, he had agreed to a tranf- 
fer of the Auftrian Netherlands, in ex- 
change for the fucdeffion of Bavaria. By 
this treaty the Eledldr was empowered to 
affume the title of King, and at the fame 
time fucceeded to all the claims on the 
Dutch, in which the Emperor pledged 
himfelf to fupport him, as well as to make 
good the difference of value between Ba- 
varia and the Low Countries. This Angu- 
lar arrangement had been negotiated with 
fo much fecrecy, that the Due des Deus^ 
Fonts J though heir to the Eledtor Palatine, 
was perfedly ignorant of this transfer of 
his fucccffion, till he received a notification 
from Count Romanzow, Ruffian minifter 
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to the Circles, that the articles were adtu-* 
ally figned, and that their Imperial Ma*^ 
jefties had little doubt of his rcadinefs to 
accede to them. This, howbver, the Duke 
politively refufed, and inftantly difpatched 
meflengers with the news to the courts of 
Verfailles and Berlin. The anfwer of M» 
de Vergennes was vague and myfterious ; 
but the King of Pruffia received the intel-p* 
ligence with furprize and indignation. He 
had hoped that the Emperor's influence at 
Peterlburgh was greatly diminiflied, and 
he now learnt that it had been fufEciently 
ftrong to lead the Emprefs to violate her 
own guarantee of the peace of Tefchen. 

Such a piece of intelligence was of courfe 
received in Holland with the greateft exul- 
tation. The Patriots now felt fully 
confident, that the Emperor's projects 
againfl: the republic were at an end ; but 
that monarch, however intimidated by the 
formidable league which had been form- 
ed in Germany under the aufpices of his 
rival the King of Pruffia, continued 
firm in his demands on Holland. In a 

propofal. 
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propofal, which he called his ultimatum^ 
and which arrived on the 9th af Marcbt 
he demanded ** The ceflion of the whole 
country beyond the Meufe; both banks 
of the Scheld, from Antwerp toSaftingen j 
the deftrudkion of the Dutch forts ; an in-- 
demnification for the mifchiefs done to 
his fubje6l:s by the inundations ; the fur* 
render of the Dykes ; and twelve miU 
lions of German florins as a compenfation 
for Maeftricht. On thefe terms he con- 
fented to receive two deputies at Vienna, 
pharged with a proper apology i to flop 
all military proceedings till the firft of 
May, and to continue the negotiations for 
the peace at Paris.'* A note arrived about 
the fame time from the court of Ruflla, 
cameftly adviiing the States to pay the moft 
ferious attentictti to thefe propofals, and 
to accommodate matters as foon as ^pof^ 
fible ; and the fame advice was conveyed, 
though in different language, from M. de 
Vergennes, who was thoroughly tired of 
a quarrel which was fo prejudicial to his 
own interefts at Verfailles, and whicb 

direiat^ned 
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threatened the deftruiftion of all his pro- 
jeds in the Baft Indies. 

The republic was now in a moft embaf- 
raffing fituation. A war, without the moft 
el¥edual affiftance from France, could 
only be the refuge of defperation. On 
the other hand, the ceffion of thie country 
of Outremeufe was quite inadmiffible ; and 
on this the States of Holland in their an- 
fwer, firmly, though refpe<afully, infifted. 
But in order to foften this refufal, they 
agreed to pay a ranfom for Maeftricht, 
and confented to open the Scheld as far as 
Saftingen^ on condition that the remainder 
of the river (hould not be confidered as 
free. On the other points, they hoped to 
find fome fatisfadiory medium in the courfe 
of the negotiation. The Emperor, how- 
ever, continued to prefs for a decifive aii- 
fwer; he pofitively refufed to accept of 
lefs than ten millions of florins, as an in- 
demnification for Maeftricht, or to pro* 
long the armiftice beyond the 15 th of Sep- 
tember: and from his preparations in 

Flanders, 
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Flanders, he appeared fp fixed in this rcfo-» 
lution, that the Dutch, after determining^ 
to leave the whole matter to the arbitra- 
tion of France, began on their fide to pre- 
pare very ferioufly for defence. The pro-* 
tedtion of Dutch Brabant was intrtifted to 
M. de Maillebois; that of Dutch Fknders 
to General Dumpulin ; that of Nimeguent 
to General Vander Hop 5 and General 
Sandoz was appointed to command the 
^orps de referve. But in the mean time 
the preliminaries had been figned at Paris 
on the aoth, and arrived at the Hague on 
the a4th of September. It was agreed be- 
tween M. de Vergennes and the Dutch 
ambafladors, that the States ftiould con- 
tribute fix, and the court of France four 
millions of florins, in order to complete 
the fum exadled by the Emperor. The 
other articles were fo loofely worded, and 
left fo much room for future altercations^ 
with refped to the Scheld and the Eaft 
Indies, that when the ratification was pro- 
pofed in the States General, the provinces 
pf Guelderland, Zealand, sncj Frie^elajnd^ 

protefted 



( '^9 ) 
protdled againft it. The Patriots, how-^ 
ever, on this occaiion, difregarded the forms 
of the conftitution, and the meafure was 
paffed by the majority. The definitive 
treaty was in confequence figned at Fon- 
tainbleau on the 8th of November, as was 
on the following day the treaty of alliance 
^i^ith France. Thus ended this long and 
vexatious altercation with the Emperor, on 
terms which did little honour to his cha-^ 
rafter, /but which proved the ipiferable 
degradation of this once flourifhing re^ 
public. 

It is a little extraordinary, that while 
this important difpute was ftill depending^ 
two new and fingular attacks were made 
on the charafter, and attempted againft 
the perfon of Duke Lewis of Brunfwickl 
'Whether they arofe from private animo^ 
fity^ or from a defire of diverting the at- 
tention and indignation of the people from 
the tyranny of the government to fome 
pther objeft, is unknown ; but the tranf- 
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jidions may at leail ferve to exhibit in it« 
true light, the charaaer of the Patriots, 

The Rhingravc of Salm> who returned 
from his mifOoii at Berlin towards the end 
of February, publicly acqufed Duke Lewis 
of carrying on a treafonable correfpondence 
in the town of Maeftricht, with a view *f 
betraying it to the Emperor; he aflerted 
that be had received this information from 
the King of Pruflia, and was empowered 
to quote that monarch as the a\ithqr of the 
accufation. Being queftioned on this fub- 
je<5t by the Prince of Orange, on the 4,tfi 
of Marchji he repeated the fame afTurances, 
jmd even perfifted in th^m.on the. yth, 
when examined by the Befogne Secrete^ or 
fecret committee of the States Genieral^ 
Xhis information was immediately cour 
veyed to the governor of Maeftricht; the 
vice-bailiffof the town was apprehended 
on fufpicion, and confined for five weeks, 
and his papers fei^ed and examined. 
But as no traces of the pretended treafop 

could 
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could be difcovcredi as the affertion of the 
King of Pruffia was denied, and as the in* 
dignation of the Emperor began to be ap- 
prehended, if fo ihfanious a charge fhould 
be prdfetuted againft a field-marihal in his 
fcfvice, all farther procefs was. flopped^ 
and the whole affair was ftudioufly involv- 
ed^.by the Patriots in the moft injpenetra- 
bie obfcurity . Still however they, wifhed 
to prove that the Duke, from his retreat at 
Aix la Chapelle, continued to corrcfpond 
with the Prince of Oratige, and to diredt 
his tn^fures; and as they were unpro- 
vided with any evidence on which they 
could ground this accufation, they boldly 
determined to get poffeffion by force of 
Duke Lewis's papers. They found, in 
that crowd of adventurers which the ap*- 
pearances of war had drawn into the 
United Provinces, a number of confpira- 
tors, daring enough to attempt, and appa-» 
rently ftrong enough to execute this Angu- 
lar robbery, the diredidn of which was 
injtmfted to a colonel in the Rhingrave*s 
legion. But the plot was fortunately dif- 

covered 
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covered bjr the voluntary confeffion of one 
of the confpirators, and its perpetration 
was prevented by the feizure of his ac-^ 
complices, moft of whom were appre- 
hended on the 27th of July, at Aix la. 
ChapcUe. 

This prbjedt feems to have been almoft 
gratuitoufly atrocious, lince no very ma- 
terial benefits could have accrued to the 
fadlion, by proving that the Prince conti- 
nued to correfpond with a perfqn to whom 
the republic had formerly thought ^t to 
intruft thie . care of his education, Ano^ 
ther riieafure of the Patriots niight perhaps 
be thought too infignificant to deferve at- 
tention, but that it likewife tends to fliew 
the fpirit of that government which the 
faftion.were labouring to eftablifli. This 
was the prohibition of orange ribbands. 

On the 19th of January, the Prince had 
prefented to the States General a letter, 
containing a full juftification af his whqle 
conduct fince the year 1^66, and a well- 
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t^igeftea plsti of a national militia. Nei- 
ther of thefe papeijs produced much efFe(3: 
On. the rtiQrobers of government ; but they 
excited a general fpirit of diflatisfad:io^i 
sUnpiigft the people. A number of pea*- 
tknt^ sflfembled with Qii^nge cockades in 
their hats> exclaimed againft.the levies for 
iht augmentation of the frecrcorps, and 
deelared.theijr refolution of not being em-* 
bodied, ?iS;they paid an army for their dcr 
fence. Xbefe appearanceis df a difpofitiQii 
to revolt, produced an ofder from the ma- 
l^iftrates to prohibit the wearing of orange 
jibands/on the 8th of March, the Princess 
iirth-day, and this order was torn to 
pieces by the.papukce at^he Hague. It 
ivas however jafteriwards inforced with 
iVery .extraordinary rigour* All fmits and 
ilowers of this inaufpicious colour were fo- 
Jemnly profcrib^ ; and even carrots weire 
iaotifiifFered to beroifiered to fale with their 
l!O0ts outwards. Never perhaps was the 
jfupreme power of government fo fingularly 
dire£te4* and never -did its mandates pro- 
duce fuch univerfaLdiffatisfe^pn. The 
. • I fame 
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fame people who had coolly fubmitted i<f 
a feries of the irloft uaconflitutional attacks 
on their liberty, were cxafperated almoft to 
madnefs by thefe peeyifli and puerile exer-^ 
tions of tyranny. But whatever might be 
the errors of the Patriots in their legiflative 
capacity, they (hewed confiderajble addrefs 
in the profecution of their attack on the 
privileges of the Stadtholder. Their firft 
tttempt indeed was unfuccefsful, becauft 
its object was not fufficiently concealed. 
This was a projed: for the cftabliftiment of 
a new military board, and it was brought 
forward in the month of June by M. dc 
Maillebois, then in the zenith of his popu^ 
larity. As the members of this board would 
have been nominated by the Patriots, they 
would thus have acquired a confidemble 
ihare in the diredion of the army. The 
propofal was confidered in a committee of 
the States General, and reje<aed, becaufe k 
was likely to produce a confiderable addi- 
tional expence ; becaufe it interfered with 
the powers of the Council of State, which 
was already competent to the diredion c£ 
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ft)l military afiairs ; and becaufe it infringed 
t>n the privileges of the Stadtholder. 

Being baffied in this projeA, the Patriots 
turned their attention towards the free* 
corps, from whom thcjr received, in the 
courfe of this fummer, very fignal fervices. 
During the month of Augufl, the demo-i- 
ctatical Ipirit became almoft univerfal. At 
L^den, at Haarlem, at Port, at Schoon« 
hoven, and at Gouda, the burghers were 
prevailed on to take up arms, and to dif« 
pute the prerogatives of their regencies^ 
The fame fpirit appeared in Oveiyflel and 
in Guelderland, and was at its height in 
Utrecht. The States of Holland therefore 
cletermined to take advantage of this fa- 
vourable difpofition, and on the 8th of 
September came to a refolution, that, ** for 
the prevention of riots, guards ihould be 
appointed to patrole the ftrects of the 
Hague, and that the neceflary orders for 
this purpofe ihould be ifTued by the Gecam^ 
mneer-^e'Raaden.'* The Prince of Orange, 
who attended the meeting, fruitlefdy en- 
la tercd 



( "6 ) 

tered his jproteft againft this violent mea- 
fure, by which he was deprived 6f the cbtn- 
mand of the gamfon. 

His' orders tvere now every whfere difre- 
jgafded. Although the general appreKih- 
fion of an attack from the Emperor ^as at 
its height, the province of Zealand fotbadb 
the march of their troops, whom he had 
ordered to thcifland of Cotfand; Over/ffA 
refufed to fuffer their divifion to leave the 
province; and thd fame difobedience was 
fhevvn foon dfter by the provinces of 'U* 
trecht and Groningen. 

Oh the 1 4th of September, the Prince f^t 
'dfT for Breda, and the Princefs 'for Frief- 
tind^ where fhe was received with univer- 
fal acclamations. It fliould fecm, that 
before lier departure, theTatriots had fpar- 
cd'no pains to detach her, if poflible, from 
the interejfts of the Prince her hulb^d, and 
to induce Tier to accept the Stadthblderiiii 
. Authority under the title of Gouvemante# 
In faft,' fhey could not hope to eftablifli 

their 
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their own. power on a permanent footing 
mxhout the acquiefc^nce of the Kin^ of 
Fruffia; and it was imppflible that^ he 
'fliould confenjt to th^ difmiffion of the 
SJtadthplder, as long as the Princefs was 
det^rmiied to fhare in hi^ dii^race. Befides, 
ijt wa,s of importance to detain, if poffible, 
tjie Stjadthplderian familyi at the Hag\ie. 
Th^ir depsirtur? at this time had the ap- 
ppsiX9S^ce of an exile^ and could not fail to 
excite t^e general commiferation of the 
people, Tb? pr?fence of the Prince, 
might aninjiate the efforts of bis fi^iends in 
the provinces j he might there unite his. 
fcattered party ; he would be removed frori^ 
the mockery and infult to which he had 
been fuhje<3: at the Hague i and would no 
longer be fo eaiily afFeded by the menaces 
qr proraifes of the Fadion, 

It foon appeared that thefe apprehenfions 
were not without foundation. The pro- 
vinces began to* perceive that there no 
longer remained the fmalleft appearance of 
4apger frpm the powe?- of t|ie Stadtholder, 
I 3 but 
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but that much was to be apprehended from 
the tyranny of the province of Holland* 
This alarm began to appear at the begin- 
ning of November in the province of 
Fricfland, where niear fevcn-eights of the 
regents prefentcd a memorial to the Prince, 
exprefling their indignation at the defigns 
of the Patriots, and propofing to him a ne- 
gotiation for a union of interefts. The 
States of Holland, on their part, feemed 
difpofcd to throw off the mafk. They ih- 
ftituted, in the courfe of this month, a com- 
mittee to re-examine and report the pay- 
ments made by the different provinces to 
the treafury of the republic ; apd it was ob*-i 
vious, that on this report they meant to 
ground a demand of a Ihare of power pro- 
portionate to their (hare of the general 
contribution. Such a meafure naturally 
occafioned great diflatisfadtion in the pro- 
vinces ; and it was followed by the dif- 
graceful treaty with 9ie Emperor, and by 
the French alliance, which had been fo 
precipitately concluded, that it was gene- 
rally confidered as a mere compai^ between 

that 
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iksLt Ppweif and the oligarchy, which ^j 
npw openly attempting to eAfl^ye the xp^ 
i»tthJic. r. 

i^t this period of generd 4i^attsfadi(»i 
it i^p^robable th^t a fuoeefsful effort might 
]|9jve heea mad^ ific favour of the Priace of 
Qifingpi if Great, Britain cquld have oh* 
laifftd the c;o-^peration of the King of 
l^i^a; but the:mea|i$ of .procurbg that 
ccndd not novi^ be rwov^ed* 

When th0 :J&iap«Qr*s pfojed for the ac-^ 
^w&iod tKf Bav9fia w^ firA known, it is 
^iiqj[>ab|e that the King of Pru£ia would 
JbayCigigdiy paid^^pA ^7 P^^^ <^ fecure 
,^«acoeiffion?of C^at Brkain to the Ger- 
manic league^ but, unfortunately, the re« 
g^ncy trf" Hanover thought themfelves 
icarcely lefs interefted in the fuccefs of 
.1^ l9ague than the court of Berlin itfelfi 
And therefore r^quefted< and obtained the 
early and unconditional fighature of his 
Britannic Majefty in his quality of eledor. 
Jt was alledged that fuch a J(l«p was pexw 
I 4 fcdly 



fy&ly unconWftdled with iht ittt«feft^ 6S 
hii l^jefty*s kittgctown,; aSfld c6U** ftot in 
any fhape commit either the Britifli -^1^4 
ment or the cabinet; and in fa6t it was 
f nie, that ilik hkig did not impofp upon 
himfelf any obH^on$' in his teg^ <^4 
netet. 9tit tht itiipfk'M cotfftsff iAd iti^ 
deed affl'the tcdifts i# &!ir6p?, cofte#?6^ 
that tliie'En^iih pS^iabiient Was^^t 13S^ 
to fee With l«diflfei^fic^ ahy^t*:k-W*!icfc 
thismeafure raigh* 6v^t6ally dWW <M tififc 
dojninions of their fovereigni and that, 
wkh6tit"&eiKg f(^rfn'a)l^^^^g«d «d 4Mer^ 
&i6, &iti^\^otU 6e¥faiti)y/ (liddg^ vSd&i^v 
tkHy^, take- i pint. itithS qtMit^i ''"*his 

•tions ftfcfrfi Brtglihd -WSf^ M^ tii W««te»?. 
gavfe fo {feef King 6f' Philiia ^«6i^ mm. 
fage which !i4 iJotuld l«Ve hopied *ii! a^^flift 
1»y ait ariiancfe' with-GVeat ^ritstirf, fettd^hi. 
db]e^hj^ to ^I^Hr« h^ iMtiJ-feft ii» ty #t:^ 
pUbHe as it bait, With Whifch he htiited m 
oHtaiil dfl affile- With FffiiCe, wh(J;)«»i 
not yetdfeeliitd h^rfdf on thd fiifej^a €>f 
fh^ Gcfta^ 4Jf|Wtfe. He y^4i wdeetf, 
: ^ prpdig^ 
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pcidigai off advice tci the- Prince of Orange^' 
3nd of memorials to the States General |; 
btrt hiis advise^ wasmiich jnxsire confoimatilQ 
Co^kts pwtf inteiiells', tfaaa to thpfe of tber 
StattkhMttf aadhi8inenaoiiakwsce:tiicaU 
ed wxtit vcjy little refpeft by the Fittkoar 
who TV^e\perfedl}z: aware of his uftwiUabg^> 
pefs'tci a6l ifi. oppofilioi? tQ tlw views qf 
Fxisnce, 

IV, 

Upoh Jth^ whole, it will appear! that 
f&fm growad Jbad been already gaitied hy> 
the Engliftx miiiifter befwe tl»? end of the 
feati'fSs^^ although he had been aMbn* 
fiom hts miffion duiihg the months of 
Aprili Ma^^t June, and July;, and a^thou^ 
y»e exertions of the French party had beett 
^utitmated lyy the prefence of a new am-* 
bgffador, M, dc Verftc, who arrived at the 
Hague on the aoth of January • The ge-^ 
peral ifuiignation againft England Imd been 
in a great meafure removed ; the defigns 
pf the Fadipn had been fuccefsfuUy ex-* 
fgkd, and began tQ.awaJoen general and 
; . • increafing 
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iscreafing fufpicion ; the court of Verfaillel 
had loft much of their popularity ; and a 
memorial on the fubjed of their alliance^ 
winch had been prefented bj Sir James 
Harris on the 2%d of November, had pro-i% 
^uced fuch efied» that the mercantile part 
ofthenation> and the £aft India Company 
in particular, b^an to look forward with 
confiderable appreheniion to the.conie« 
quences of their connections with France^ 

: It has alitady heea mentioned^ that the 
txmrt of Verfailles had long been preparing 
£>r a new war in India, in which they 
weie veiy anxious to procure the effedual 
ico-c^ration of the republic. In ^(Sfcf 
die ifarength of the Dutch in A(ia had be^ 
the original motive of the great exertiims 
Hiade by France to fecure thetr alliaiKb j 
and evei:» the mifllon of M. de la Vauguyxm 
had been a confequence of the refump- 
tion of a proje<3: formed by M. de Choifeul^ 
lbc«i after the peace of 1763* That mi- 
nifter had, in the very next year, trahf- 
mitted a memorial to the Dutch Eaft In-^ 

dia 
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dk Company, ftating the exorbitant powier 
of the Englilh in the Eaft Indies, and fug- 
gcftihg a plan of cortcert between the 
French and Dutch companies, for the pur- 
pofe of reducing it within more moderate 
bounds. This plan, however, was at the 
time fuppreflfed hy the friends of France^ 
iti cbnfequence of its being obferved by the 
late advocate of the Dutdi company, that 
it would be impoflible to keep it fecretj 
and that when known, it would be ren- 
dered ineftedual by the Englilh party in 
the diredion. The prefent Situation of 
afikirs appeared more favourable. The 
(debt of the Dutch Eaft India Company to 
government, amounted to two millicms 
and a half fterhng ; they were, therefore, 
in fuch a ftate of dependence, that the Pa-^ 
triots had hopes of prevailing on thent 
cither by threats or promiies, to take into 
their pay, and tranfport to India about 
three thoufand additional troops, who were 
become iifelefs to the republic, by the 
termination of the difputes with, the Em- 
peror. In this projed, however, they met 

with 
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with gftiater difE(3iItio9i^$fi, t^y h^a{i^ 
prehended. • TAc direfaijrfl, wHo^hadbee^ 
warned of thi3 mtmtioth fy*de4 tb^ k--^ 
queft, alled^ing th& d jilr/^g^d ftate qf th^ 
finances .$ and at thi^ ia9»€^ t))iie, prej^but^ 
n memorial, to the Sitat^^ G^ijeral, Gonn 
taining a fiill and xj^Ha^h^: i¥?«WPS: <i^ 
their fitwation, and wq«ffting }^y»J»i^BW 
a loan undpr tbe- £u]u^<m : of gpv^ni^c^t^ 
for tea inilliQins) of florins. A' vm\^ 9^ 
doc|ira«hts accpmp^ttyipig thk: WiWf^rt^lji 
tended to pi^ove that . thQie. diftc^ <>r4gin 
iaated in the war wq:hJEnglandi. \>^ti^s t)^ 
fellablifhftien* of diisi f aft woMlW havf^ 
ftrotigly militaied agaiaft yi tke yi«W9 ol' 
the Piat riots, thei dligarchy d^teriaaioed to 
fepprefs the memorials and hy tht« W^ 
fluence in the States -Genesal, prj^ctir^d ft 
-t^ote, that the diftrefs of the cempafty W^ 
^wing to the mifmanagement ef the dif^-? 
tors, and that it would therefore be prfipP? 
to adjoin to the direction, fix perfons, fcj 
be nominated by the States of HcJllaadt ai|4 , 
appointed by the States General, as a ftand-t 
ing committee for the purpofe of corred- 

ing 



ing paft, and preventihg future atufes* 
^Jffais Uhjuft and afbitrdry meafure, which 
\vould have transferred the whole direftion 
to a few dependants of the oligarchy, im- 
rtf^diatcly occafioned a mbft animated pro- 
feft 'from the Zealatid department, who 
hoidly challenged the Stdtes to produce any 
fpedfic ittftence 6f toifcondudt in the di* 
redors, and Vindicated their former me- 
morial by fuch forcible arguments, that 
the whole body of dircdlors appeared to 
catch their fpirit ; and towards the middle 
6f Januafjr, "wer^fimilyTefolved to oppofe 
the intended nfurpation. 

iThis gefleral alarm greatly embarraffed 
the Patriots. During the month of Fe- 
feruaiy, all the inferior agents attached to 
the 'French embafly, Were employed at 
Amjfterdam in aflifting Van Berkel to gain 
lOVer the votes of that city; and they were 
To farTuccefsfuli that the direftors agreed to 
the formation of the board of controul, on 
cohdition that the commiffioners, named by 
the States, Ihould not be annexed to any of 
" * the 
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the four cxifting departments;* and that 
only two of them fhould be admitted into the 
ailembly of feventeon. And as it was necef^ 
faiy that the jealoufy of the directors fhould 
have time to fubiide, it was further agreed, 
that the fupreme court fhould not be inune-» 
diately fummoned, but that the feveral 
boards lliould feparately petition the States 
General for the fums which were imme-* 
diately wanted. 

This arrangement, however, by no 
means came up to the views of France* 
The court of Verfailles, therefore, eamefl- 
]y i|itreated their friends not to wait for the 

* The Dutch Eaft India Company is dompofed of 
fix diftind aflbciations, formed in the towns of Atxi- 
fterdam^ Middleburg, Delft, Rotterdam, Horn, andl 
Enkhuyfen. Thefe are divided into the four depart- 
ments of Amfterdam, Middleburg, the Meufe, and 
North Holland. The general interefts of the whole 
company are managed by a general court of diredors, 
called the Affemhly of Seventeen. In this aifembly Ami- 
fterdam has eight votes, Zealand four ; the four fmaller 
companies one each. The feventeenth dire&or is named 
alternately by 2^1and, or by one of the four finalksr 
companies, i:sl\cA Les Petites Chambres. 

parti-- 
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imrtkipation of the company, but to fend 
out immediately four fliips of the line, and 
four frigates, with as many troops as 
they could carry, and to pay the expences 
of this armament from the revenues of the 
province of Holland • They oblerved» that 
the company would be effeduaUy pledged 
by this meafuie, and muil eventually con« 
fent to reimburfe. the money; they an- 
nounced a war in India as an early and in-^ 
evitable event ; and they promifed that the 
preparations of Fiance fhould keep pace 
with thbfe of. the republic^ At the fame 
time, the French agents were direded to 
redouble their adivity in Amfterdam, in 
order to perfuade the directors to take three 
thoufand French . troops immediately into 
their pay. 

So bold a propofal ftaggcred even the 
penfionaries. In the mean time, their in- 
trigues did not meet with the ufual fuccefs» 
and the propofed augmentation was rejed:- 
cd, in the month of April, by the aflcmbly 
of feventeen, then fitting at Amilerdam* 

Indeed, 
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Weed^ ii general and ^fyflematic bpfk>9 
iition fecmed now to be forming. IFh^ 
appearance of the ZealiEtnd peniidnary, M« 
Van dcr. Spiegel, at the Hague; and thd 
rumour of fome fecret conferences between 
him and the Englifh minifter, confiderably 
alarmed the oligarchy, who had eonftantly 
found themfclves baffled in 2^alandy by thtf 
talents and courage of this tmly able man^ 
end who dreaded from his future dxertions 
the entire defection df his province* Guel* 
derland and Frifefland exhibited, at the fame 
time, ftroflg fymptoms of difafFeaionj 
Gronlltgen and Overyflel began to waver ; 
>and a memorial from the Englifh miniftef^ 
which « this critical monient feemed to 
have fome hidden and ferious purport, con- 
tributed to increafe the embarraffment of 
the government. France, however, flill 
continued to urge them forwards, and pro-^ 
mife themfuch effedtual aifiilance as.&€^ld 
.foon overpower all oppofition in the re* 
public, fo that tfa^ at length dctemiined 
to perfevere in their exertions,* for Jthepur- 
pofe of transferring the dirQdion^of mili^ 

tary 
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iAry afBdrs in India from the company, to 
the fecret committee of the States General, 

The particulars of the formidable projedt 
which this committee were intended to car* 
ty into execution, have never tranfpired. 
It is known> however, that it was propofed 
to form an ofFenfive and defenfive alliance 
between the King of Tiravancore, Tippo 
JSaib, the Mahrattas, and the Soubah of 
theDecan i that thefe princes were to be 
iAvited to attempt at one and the fame mo- 
ment a feparate invafion of the Englifh 
iettlements ; that for this purpofe they were 
tofeize the firft favourable opportunity, 
without waiting for a war in Europe; and 
that the operations to be intrufted to each, 
were traced out in the plan with the great- 
eft accuracy. It likewife appears that 
ihcfc princes wiere to have been affifted by a 
body of European troops, to be furniflied 
by the. French and Dutch. France, pro- 
bably, intended to contribute as many as 
Gould be fent out , to India without fufpi- 
cion. . Tlieeftablifhment of the Dutch, at 
K this 
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this time in India, amounted to eight thou^ 
fand men, which the diredlors weredcfired ta 
increafe to fourteen. Their intended quo- 
ta, therefore, may be eftinoated at about 
(ixthoufand. 

The execution of this project, as far ad 
the Dutch were concerned, was intended 
to be intrufted to the Rhingrave, whofe 
political and military talents were, at this 
time, in high eftimation. 

Fortunately for the Dutch company, and 
fiar the general repofe of India, the execu« 
tion of the plan was fufpended by the pre-* 
fbnt embarraifment of the Patriots ; and, 
before the clofe of the next year, was effec- 
tually flopped by the annihilation of that 
authority which they had fo long ufurped. 
The. difTatisfacaion produced by the inor- 
dinate influence which the court of France 
were now feen to pofTefs in the repub- 
lic, was not confined to the Eafl Indisi 
Company, but pervaded even the towi» 
of Holland, and the city of Araflerdam? 

itfelf^ 
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itC^f, which had been hitherto the great 
bulwark of the Patriots. In fad, though 
this city is naturally, and from the fpirit 
of its conftitution, inimical to the privi- 
leges of the Stadtholdcr, it is not naturally 
attached to France, or difpofed to promote 
the views of her ambition. A jealoufy of 
the connexion fubfifting between the 
courts of London and the Hague, an ex-* 
aggerated opinion of the advantages ac« 
cruing from the American trade, and fomc 
temporary caufes of difguft which Great 
Britain, at the time, negleded to remove, 
had violently excited the paflions of the 
mercantile body, and hurried them into 
measures the moft deftru<aive of their com-* 
mercial interefts. On this fubjcd, how- 
ever, they are in general fufficiently quick- 
%hted. Their paffions had fubfidcd dur- 
ing the peace, and as the frequent jour- 
nies of M. de Verac to Amfterdam gene- 
rally produced a vifit from his competi- 
tor. Sir Janies Harris, their illufions and 
prejudices were gradually removed, and 
they began to perceive that they had det- 
K z legated 
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legated to an oligarchy, powers far more 
dangerous than any that had been claimed 
by the Prince of Orange ; and that this oli- 
garchy was perfectly difpofed to facrificc 
their interefts, and to expend their wealth 
in profecuting fchemes fuggefted by the 
ambition of a foreign power. In confe- 
quence of this difcovery, they no longer 
wifhed to contribute to the further perfe- 
cution of the Stadtholder ; and on the 9th 
of March, it was determined in their coim- 
cil, by a majority of twenty to fourteen^ 
That the command of the garrijon at the 
Hague ^ belonged^ of rights to the Stadtholder 
of the province. This unexpeded deci- 
fion furprifed, but did not difliearten the 
Patriots. The minority of fourteen en- 
tered a proteft againft it, and even infifted 
with the utmoft violence, that their proteft 
fhould be confidered as the real refolution 
of the council, while the majority fo- 
lemnly appealed to their own citizens, and 
to the regencies of the other towns in the 
province, againft this notorious infringe- 
ment on their conftitution. The majority, 

however^ 
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however, had nothing to oppofe to their 
adverfaries, but ireafon and argument; 
they were alarmed for the fafety of their 
perfons and properties, they were fufpi- 
cious of each other, and therefore difcbn«» 
certed and irrefolute. The patriotic re- 
gents united in a plan of concert for the 
prefcrvation of .their power i they were 
feture of afliftance from their own party, 
and from France } . and had at their difpo- 
fal, the populace of .the. city and the free- 
corps. They therefore ultimately pre-* 
vailed: but the^ above-mentioned refolu-* 
doa of the c6uncil, and the condudt of the 
Amfterdam wd Rotterdam deputies in the 
States of Holland, on the fame fubjed:> 
ftbundantly prove; that a great revolution 
had now taken place in the general fenti- 
mentsof the nation, and that the Patriots 
we« i almoft univerfally confidered as the 
avowed, inftruments of France, and their 
government as a military defpotifm. 

While. the Fa<£tion were thus labouring 

at Amfterdam, to throw an unlimited 

K 3 power 
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power into the hands o£ the three peafio« 
naries, their plan required that they fluHild 
adopt anoppofite conduct in the provinces; 
and that by encouraging among the burghf 
ers an oppofition to the magiftrates, they 
fhould weaken the power of the provincid 
ibites, and thus infure the fuproaoacy cf 
Ac Province of Holland. This condwft 
was moft fuccefsfully followed at Utredm 
The town of Utrecht, which had taken 
the lead in forming a body of free-<:orps> 
had been early diftinguifhed by its opp<^ 
tion to the Reglimensj under which the 
Stadtholder exercifed thp pciwer of nocni^ 
natingthe magiftrates. The diiputes on 
this fubjoft had now continued, withllttii 
interruption, for more than th^.. years j 
and, towards the year 17659 the imargfaort 
had acquired fuch a ^cided fupwidrzQri 
that the regents had' confented that: a new 
mode of el^t^ion fhould beeftabhfhed, and 
that a certain number of deputies fhould 
be chofen to reprefent the burghers in the 
council. It had been farther determined 
on the 20th of December, that the reform«4 

ed 
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el cenflitutian fhould be confidered as ac« 
cepted from that day forward; that in 
three months it fhould be formally efta*- 
blilhed ; and that the regents and burghers 
fhould be then fwom to its obfervance* 
The magiftrates, however, from whom 
thefe promifes had been extorted by force, 
were by no means difpofed to relinquifh 
a power with which they thought them- 
&hres legally invefted : they conftantly 
gave way to the violence of the burghers, 
and as conftantly refumed their concef- 
fioiis when that violence was thought to 
have fubfided* The burghers therefore, 
in the month of July, publifhed a mani- 
fefto, declaring, that if the magiftrates 
Should ftill refufe to pay a proper attention 
to their complaints, they would do them- 
felves juftice by force; and that they would 
communicate this refolution to the King of 
France, the ally and benefadtor of the 
United Provinces. This manifefto was 
brought to the Hague, prefented in form 
to M, de Verac, and by him tranfmitted to 
Paris* On the ad of Auguft the burghers 
K 4 put 
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put their threats in executi<m. Thpy af- 
fembled in arms, fummoned the councdto 
appear, vacated the feats of fuchas thought 
fit to abfent themfelvcs, and delivered the 
keys of the town to one Gordon, formerly 
of the Scotch brigade. By this revolution 
the Patriots acquired complete pofTefiion of 
a moil important town, which henccfor« 
ward was confidered as attached to the 
Province of Holland ; and as their agents 
were at the fame time employed in the 
principal towns of the other provinces, the 
oligarchy hoped effedtually to prevent the 
execution of any plan that might be con* 
certed for the reftoratipn of the Stadt«* 
holder. 

It is now proper to revert to thofe mea- 
fures, of which the Prince of OrangQ 
was more immediately and oftcnfibly the 
x)bjed. 

f During the beginning of this "y^ar the 

States of Holland fufpended their delibe» 

[ rations on the fubje<a of the Hague garri- 

fon. 
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<bn, M. Van Berkel being then employed 
in drawing up an anfwer to a letter and 
memorial tranfmitted from Loo^ on the 
5th of Decerfiber,. and in deyifing what 
was called a planpf accpmn]wldatioi)i, con- 
taining certain conditipns, wnfeh, if at- 
x«pted, would render the Prince complete^ 
Jv dependent on the Fadlion. . It was ait 
the fame timei determined, in cafe of a re- 
fufal, to threaten him with an impeach- 
ment, and thus induce him, if poffible^ 
to .retire from the. republic. The con- 
ditions; were fent. to Loo^ and jreje^ed 
wijdbiout heiitation : in confequence of 
which the; Rhiiigi:aye wa^ difpatched 
to Paris to convey an account, of ihefc 
proceedings, and to requeft th^ cp-ope- 
ration of that court in the future mea- 
farcs of their friends. It was likewife de- 
termined to convince the Prince by a deci- 
five meafure that all profpedts of recover- 
ing .the command of the Hague garrifon 
were now defperate. It was therefore or- 
dered, that military honours fhould in fu- 
ture be exclufivgly jeferyed to the mem- 
bers 
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hert of die J^tes of Holland and States 
General ; that the ^te of the palace which 
had been hitherto appropriated to theStadt- 
holder, (houldbeopen to the mem Ws^ in 
tht fame msmner as the other gates of the 
<outt ; and that the arms of the Prince 
fliould be efiaced from the colours of tha 
Dutch guards^ and tho^ of the States fnh^ 
jlkuted in their place. This meafui« ^o-* 
Sliced, on the i6th of Mardi, a riot^onocig 
£ke papukc^ at the Hague. Olie Moo* 
fand ^ hair^refr<^/ attempting to Ao^ 
Gyzlaer^^ carriage ki its pafl&ge tkrtsugh 
^e StaditK>Ider's |;ate, wa; immisdiatdi^ 
a^rehfhdedi And, on pfoc^of the'£w^» 
c<mdeiimed^«odie. 'iTh|sp«iifbfnent'Was; 
however, afterw^ds C3ommiited^into a ien« 
fence of jpei^etual irnpdfennj^, at the ex-^ 
prefs requeft of Gyzlaer him&lf, M^ho wa$ 
extolled as a pattern of clemency for jre- 
fuiing to revenge fo enormous am oifence 
by the blood of the unfortunate vidim. 

Soon after the termination of this farci-^ 
cal tragedy, an anfwer was received frona 

France, 
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Prance, promifing the Fadion every aflift^ 
ancc from that court, aiui M. de Verac 
was direded to deliver a memorial, ftating 
the determination of the King not to inter- 
fere in the internal disputes of the republic, 
nor to fuflfer fuch vitervention from any 
other foreign power. This memorial gave 
gteait fatis^fadion to the Patriots, who hop« 
ed loon to throw all the legiflative and exe- 
cutive powers of the government into the 
himds of the three penfionaries, to give the 
difedion of the navy to Paulus, one of 
their ahleft and moft adive partisans, and 
to^ appoint the Rhingrave conmiander of 
the forces. A counter memorial, which 
arrived focm after from the court of Berlin, 
did not g^ve them much difquiet, as it \ras 
not expeded that the King of Pruflia, iti 
his prefent ftate of infirmity, would venture 
to flipport his memorial by any military 
operations : but a fimilar paper delivered 
by Sir James Harris on the 5th of July, 
when the diflatisfadion occafioned by t^e 
Eaft India bufinefs was at its height, pro« 

duced. 
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duced, as has been already mentioned, no 
fmall degree of anxiety and fpeculation. 

In this memorial indeed his Britatnnic 
Majefty difavawed all intention of inter- 
fering in the domeftic concerns of the com- 
mcmwea]lth> but he at the fame time ex- 
pfe0ed his earneft wifh, *' that thd govern- 
ment' ihould be preferved in thofe IvSbnds 
to which it had been intrufte4 by the con-* 
ititution, and founded on principles efta-» 
blifhed by the unanimous confent of the 
who]^e nation.'/ And this unexpq(^(^4 ^^*^ 
daration, combined with the prefent oppo- 
fition of the Eaft India company, of the 
f own of Amfterdatm, and of the provinces 
of 2^aland and Gudderland, (qig^er with 
the ambiguous conduct of fome other pro- 
vinces, fcemed to prove that fome great 
defign was in agitation, under the ,aufpic(?$ 
of the Englifh minifter. It was alfb re- 
marked, that this memorial was treated 
with uncommon attention by the States 
General : fix provinces appointed commit^ 

tees 
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tees to take it into confideration, and pro- 
pofed a fuitable and refpedlful anfwer. At 
the fame time the aflembly came to the re- 
folution of difbanding the Rhingrave*s 
legion; a meafure fingularly ofienfive to 
the States of Holland, and particularly fa 
at this moment, as it was the firft defeat 
■which they had experienced in that aifembly 
during ieven years, and indicated a return 
of vigour and independence in the repre- 
fcntatives of the republic. 

The Patriots were alfo apprehenfive that 
the arts by which they had gained their af^ 
cendancy in the different towns of Holland 
might now be employed againft* thems 
they determined therefore to haften their 
meafures, to overpower by violence the 
riling fpirit of oppofition, and, if neceflaryt 
to involve the whole country in anarchy 
and confufion. Gyzlaer was fent into 
Guelderland to excite revolts at ElhurgzxxA. 
Hattem; Van Berkel to Utrecht; the free- 
corps were every where encouraged to come 
forward ; and the States of Holland were 

dire<5ted 



4ifede<i to reprobate in the fliorigcft terms 
the propofed anfwer to^ the memorial ; and 
to threaten, if fuch an anfwer fhould be 
iidopted, to withdraw themfelvcs from the 
union. They likewife refolved to prefervc 
the Rhingrave*s le^on as a provincial 
corps, in cafe the States General fhould 
perfevere in their purpofe of difbanding. it. 
.In the midft of thefe proceedings an ac* 
count was received of the death of the King 
of Pruilia, which had happened on the 17th 
of Auguft. 

The intervention of the court of Berlin 
had hitherto been imiformly detrimental 
to the affairs of the Stadtholden The late 
King, though he had long loft all hopes of 
iuccefs in his favourite meafure of break<«- 
ing the alliance between France and Au- 
firia, had ftiU continued to adopt the fame 
principles of policy with refped to the 
republic, and had recommended to the 
^tadtholder a complete acquiefcence in the 
views of France, and a difavowal of any 
adive meafures which his friends might 

be 
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be difpdfed to adyife from hopes of the fu^ 
ture co-operation of Great Britain. The 
new monarch had neither the fame fears 
of the court of VerfaiUes, nor the fame 
prejudices againft that of St. James's* 
From this moment therefore it was . ex* 
peded that a moire decided condudt would 
be adopted by the Prince; and that a ge- 
neral criiis could not be much longer de^ 
layed. 

The States of the province of Utrecht 
were now retired to Amersfort, where 
they could freely deliberate on the prefent 
pofture of their affairs; and where they 
continued to deliberate without coming to 
any conclufion. The ilates of Guelder-* 
land were more aftive. They refolved, in 
concert with the Prince of Orange, to 
fubdue the revolted towns of Elburg and 
Hattem, and detached General Sprengelen 
on that fervice with two regiments of in- 
fantry, four fquadrons of dragoons, fix 
pieces of heavy cannon, and feveral field- 
pieces. He arrived, on the fifth of Sep- 
tember^ 
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tember> before Hattem; fummoned thd 
free-corps in garrifon; and received for 
anfwer, that they were determined to de* 
fend it to the laft extremity, and to perifh 
in the ruins, rather than fubmit. He then 
began his approaches in defiance of a can^ 
sionade from the town, by which he loft 
only one man, and upon his firing a ihot 
into the air, and a fhell into the town, the 
free-corps retreated into OveryffeU and 
the place furrendered. On the news of 
this event the friee-corps at Elburg imme- 
diately retired, and the troops took poffef- 
fion of the town. 

The States of Holland had forefeen, and 
endeavoured to provide againft thefc mea- 
fures. They had direded that the troops 
on their repartition fhould not interfere in 
any difputcs between the burghers and 
the regents; they had written a circular 
letter to all the provinces, exhorting them 
to prevent the intervention of the military i 
and on finding that this advice was difre* 
garded, they prepared to inforce it by 
more efiedlual meafures. 

On 
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On the 4th of . S^tember, Gydaer 
moved that two adls paffed in 1663, called 
the a€ls of indemnity fhould be read, af-% 
ter which he proceeded to make a long and^ 
violent attack on thecondudirand charaiSter 
of the Prince of Orange. He afferted, 
that ** to the perfonal mifcondudt of the 
Stadtholder were to be attributecf all the 
misfortunes which had fo Jong afflided 
the republic ; that he hjid been the author 
of every mifcarriagc during the laft war j 
and that the dread of intruding fuch a 
perfon with power, had produced the late 
difgraceful peace with the Emperor. That 
his letter to the States of Holland on the 
fqbje^l; of the Hague garrifon, had prov- 
jed his want of fubmifllon to his fove- 
reigns: that he had mow thrown off the 
m^, and in .cor^cei;t;j^tli fome of the 
provinces,, was, preparing tp eftablifh his 
tyranny by- force of arms; that it was 
Itherefore neceflary $Oiinfift on an explicit 
^declaration qf his intentions ; and that if 
hk an£wpr;]piould not give them complete 
fatisl^^n; it would ;bec9me expedient 
^,, i •• L ■ * ' to 
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to fufpcnd himi provifionally, at leaft, 
from his office of Captain Ginerkl." It 
wais then determined to difpenfe with the 
6ath which oi3liged the army to obey the 
orders of the States General ; to call in all 
the troops on the repartitioSi bf the pro-» 
Vince from their refpeftive garrifons; to 
diirpatch the Rhirigrave to Utrecht, and to 
plac* ftrohg garrifons in the ports of Naar- 
den and Woerden. A letter Was likewife 
fertt to the governor of Bergen-op-^Zoom, 
Enjoining him not to obey the orders of 
the Prihce of Orange,, who had diteacd 
the hiarth of that garri&n into the pro^ 
vine* ^t Guelderland ; and whefh ; in coh^ 
fequence of thefe cbntrfedi€|pry oi-ders, the 
matter was referred to the States General^ 
the States of HollAnd attended that affem* 
My in a body, (k<rfrcltmftance hitfaferto«ni^ 
jprecedented) ihdinfflted on a complitoc^ 
^ 'i^iYh their injunaion. Theft violent ittea^ 
fares, idded to th6 Tticcefsful eJteitions ^ 
the French agents in Friefland , Overyflel. 
and Groningen, effedually ^liecked thfe 
rifiilg ipirit of the StatesGencral. ^oi^ith^ 

{landing 



'( 147 ) 

ftandingthe remonftrancesofthe Stadthol- 
der and of Guclderland, they fubmittedto the 
removal of twelve regiments into the pro- 
vince of Holland , and even confented to iffue 
orders for that purpofe. The States of Hoi- 
landi therefore, having now carried their 
point, proceeded on the ^ad of September, to 
fufpend the Prince of Orange from his office 
of Captain General, to refcind their refo- 
lution of 1 766, which gave him the pa- 
tronage of their army, and to put into 
commiffion the military departments of 
thte province. 

This precipitaite condud of the Patriots, 
tmd their open attempts to feduce the coun- 
tries of the Generality^ by which they 
greatly incrcafcd the jealoufy and diffatif- 
fadion of the provinces, were probably 
occafioned by the defirc of embarrafling 
the negotiations of Count Goerts^ who 
had arrived at the Hague on the 1 3th of 
September, with a new projcd of acconi-^ 
TOodation from the court of JBerlin- The 
leaders of the Faidljon were averfe to every 
L 2 fuch 
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fuch plan, becaufe they were too far ad-» 
vanccd to recede with fafety, and it was 
not the inter eft of the court of Verfailles to 
reprefs their violence. If the Patriots had 
fucceeded fo far as to procure a decided ma- 
jority in the States General, and to carry 
oh their meafures through the medium of 
that afTembly, it is evident that their a6ts 
would have become the a(3:s of the repub- 
lic : France, as the ally of the republic, 
would have had a right ta guarantee the 
new conftitution ; and the King of Pruffia 
would have had no pretence. to interfere; 
In the mean time, they were not refpon- 
fible for the meafures of a party in Holland, 
and did not rilk a rupture with Pruffia, 
which they were extremely folicitous to 
avoid. They therefore afTumed at Berlin 
the appearance of the moft perfedl modera^ 
tion. They deplored the miferies of the 
republic, and the unfortunate blindnefs of 
the Prince of Orange, which they afcribed 
to the interefted advice of his adherents, 
and to the artifices of the Englifli miinifter 
at the Hague* They profefled tlie moft 

earneft 



leameft dcfire of promoting, in concert 
with his Pnifllan Majefty, a permanent 
plan of conciliation; and as' thefe pro- 
feffions were followed by the miffion of 
M. Portail, and afterwards of M. de Ray^ 
iieval to the Hague, the Pruflian cabinet 
began to be apprehenfive that the fituation 
of afiairs in Holland had been mifrepre- 
fented, and that it. would be eafy to ob* 
Jain,, through the, influence: of France, 
Ae re-eikblifhrnent .. of . the Prince of 
Pcaynge on fair and honourable conditions, 
whereas every other projeA forhis refto*. 
ration, was. expofed to almoft infuperable 
4iiScultte$. 

M- de Rayneval arriv/^d at the Hague 
on the 1 8th of November, and foon after- 
Wards pr^ppfed fucbr; terms of accommo- 
4atiQp as proved tfetihe was.by no means 
gn.^quitabje ijlid impartial mediator. He 
tequired, '* ThAt.tbe Prince fhould.fubmit 
to= a revifion of the. ' Rigkmens ; that he 
ihould renounce the right of ifluing />^- 
tents^ and of recommending candidates 
L3 for 
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for the regencies inHoUand ; and oh thefc 
terms prQinifed that the Prince fhduM be 
re-inflated in the command of the H^e 
garrifon, not as a matter of rights but as 
a ajiinBion, and with no powtr but that 
which he poffeffed as preiident of the Ge^ 
committeer-de-Raaden.^^ The Stadtholdef 
feemed difpofed to negotiate on the fiibgedfc 
of the conditions required firom him, as a 
price for the refloiation' of tlie garrifon^ 
but poiitively refufed to admit the iimita^- 
tions annexed to the grant. Thefe, indeedi 
were (o extremely bumihating, and at die 
fame tivnit.io unimportant to the fafety of 
the conftitution, that the obftinacy with 
which France infifted on theni is almoft. 
incompreheniible* ^ 

It. Ihould feem that the difordet" Which 
had long prevailed in the French financesi 
and of which the cabitiet^if Verfailfes now 
began to feel the eiffedls, muff havd opeoed 
their eyes to the difficulty of cartying 
their Indian proje<ft into immedkte exe« 
cution; and yet ncrthing but the hopes of 

realizing 
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imlki%r lihi^ prcjjjBift co^ild juftify the 
aiorawus ^xpiWK^tes by /wbi^b they fup^ 
ported their influeniie in the republic* 
The Stadtholder, by fubmitting to a revi- 
^ono£i(^ R^gk^^iWenldlm^e given up 
a pfin»f aJiburoe «f Jii? tefluent? in the 
proviawfi > by nib»i4«oin§ the patents he 
would have kil much of W? power over 
ijie army j and a« the ueec^wnendatipn of 
candidates for tJt^ magiibacy ia the' towns 
of Holland 1 was rather a diftom than a 
ri^t, itrizQuld not eafily be retained aft^r 
the cefEon of the tvio former privtteges*: 
The goVfimnimt^ thmrefint^ wouid hayjst 
been new-modelled ; theufurpaticmsofthe? 
Patriots would have become conftitutional 
righti ; thcinterpofitiohof Pruffia or Great 
Britai;Q would have been eflfcdually pre^- 
ventedi and France would hwe nectff?- 
rily bcicome the fole ajrbitrcfsi of laJl &f ure 
dii|mtcs bctweea dbie two parties ift dae 
n^ublic«'' 

The impcdky of throwing away thefe 

cortam a^itantages will appear ilill xnoue 

L 4 ftriking, 
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ftriking, if we take a view of theftitc ofi 
parties in the different provinoes towards 
the clofe of this year. ^ ^ 

Guelderland was completely Sftfdtbolde-r 
rian. The noblei, who in thii province^ 
vote individually, and compofe one half' 
of the States, were warmly attserf^d to the* 
Prince, and could neither be coiatrpted xyt^ 
intimidated :> they were- atfo wioloSitly in-; 
cenfed by the haughtiiilds with winch th^) 
Sfetes of HoUand Had intafered mi the ifl : 
fair o( Hattem and Elburg, and Ac depaiU 
ties of the town^ xoncurted in. the fam^* 

&ntiments. : • •: ^ . • 

f * 

In the province X)f Holland, indeed, thc^ 
Fadtion was triumphant : but the majority 
in the council of Amfterdam were difaf- 
feded ; and if thefe had been joined t)y the 
fiiiiofs and artizans of the dock-yards, who 
were entirely devoted to the Prince, tfeat: 
great city would have been eifily recovered. 
Rotterdam was alfb in. oppofition to the 
Patriots ; and even ': in the fmaller : towns> 

their 
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*ll€ir afccadanqr . was only preforved : by 
fuch nteans a$ might have been emplajced 
againft them with equal efFed. 

- FneOjand; which from jtheJfuf^aor inr 
Austiasiof the monied men»^ ufually c€A- 
'Cursin all the mcafures of the piovincftof 
JioUand)^ had taken great ofience at the 
attempts madei by that :provki£e J^ fedw^ 

. * The ftates of this province are cprnpofed of four 4i* 
vifions, viz. Oojiergo, tVeflergo^ Lewen'Woerde\ and 
l^'towQS; andeachof ihefedmfidni^{wfieflesoi]e-:(r)dfe 
ih tbfc aflerobly. '. . 

The three firft divifions are formed of a certain 
number of Grietnks of bailiwicks, eafch ■ of . wH A 
lends to thjc States .<wo dcf^uti^* V>ne:<>f vrBom. iilja 
noble, , the other a commoner : fo that the vote of 
Oojler'go is conveyed by twenty deputies, that of JVeJ- 
ierg9 by eighteen^ ini that oi' Lewen^tVoerde by tWenqf- 

The right of voting depends on the poffeflion of 
lands of a certain defcription ; fo that a ^rietmani ^ 
infure his eledion, muft poiTefs fo much land as will 
give him a majority of vo^qs within, his Grieinie. ■_ He 
therefore purchafes a^ much as he can ; but, as he 
wants the votes only, he generally mortgages the land 
immediately. The Memnites^ are the great capitalifts 
of this province, and the:ufual mortg^ees of thefe 
.cftatcs, fo that their influence is very ewfider^ble. 

• ■. • I I ■ 

the 
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the countries of tho GenmUtf ^ And w^ 
how adive in qpfx>fitidxi; to tha;Patriots«; 

Zealand had long fupported the caufe of 
-die Stackholder, who poflefTes a coiifider- 
atte ^giree of influence in: this praviscc;* 
All the' iu3|)le' families having hdcome ex> 
liHd ifi^ the cteirfe of thei Spanifh wata* 
4ie repttfentt that ibddy: in the States m 
quality of Marquis of Tervecr and 
' Flufliing. He alfo ufually difpofes of the 
.votes of..ti)eie: towns, and confequently 
commands thrw voices out of fcven, wh^ch 
cqippqfe,; Ae^ afl[emWy* . The great abili- 
ties* of'^the^ Peaiioos<r}r Van der Spi^l^ 
and the jealobfy of the^aft India Com:- 
{uyny, ioi; thj»v prctMince^; lyere a farther 
fccurity for, its attachment to the Prince 
'^COran^^.^, ;/ ■' . , ' ■•, -;..■-.: 

* Utreehf \i<^as perfeaiy inadive. The 
town was in the hands of the Patriots i th^ 

♦ The cdrifHtution «f this province rcfenibles thtt of 
Holland, «xc€^ing that the eeclefaafticai liody form a 
third member in their dates. 

ftates 
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c^^ans !ftSaii3[)r;bal9fice(i>r)4iid jtk^ 
p>edis|tdygivQft to :^ Qn^e p^}f a^iiw 

0&yk3ii^ic#tat it eahiftit ^i^|>pbfod toihfivo 
eiiapei^he ]fega«&y::*f(4hfc.Fr^^ asnniv 
ftePi I ^w wiv^' t|j«wfQJlS :«S6icluiie ] Aat;hil 

* In^Overyffel the nobles vote individually, -as lii 
Guelderland. For this risafon/ ahdbecaufett is one 
of the Provinces aux Reglimens it ufually takes part with 
the S tadtholder . . / 

+ Tho^^epof this pro^iiii^p^are coijipcrfpd^of the 
cieputies Yrbm the towns, and thbfe pf the flat cou^^ttjr 
or Ommclandcni ■ Thfe fiH| were hoftHetd the Stadt^. 
holder^' t)^ (fgo^d friendly } J)»< fcm account fli gtlit 

puteaboutf precedency^ the deputies froov the^towng 
only are fent to the aflembly of (he States General, at 
rfieHagu4*:c. / * --^.-.j'. . 'i :..: r;' ,' 

violent 
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vioknt Wdre difpofed^^o Wmg matters to 
tn immediate decilioh j ito difmifs this 
Stadtholderfrom hiS'iiemaimng^-pffi^^ to 
annex the town of Utrecht toi the province 
of HoUandy and thus form a feparate and 
independient fovcreigttty i -while the ttiore 
moderate propdfed to^ delay' thefe^ viotdtit 
mcafiAt^' until thejr^ (hoiild be fully • pr^ 
pared to wfift the attack with i^ifeh tfeey 
w«rei apparentfy vthpcaitenied. ' ,The hopeS 
of tbeOialnge pauty were- yilfihly mifedi aJ 
genend bonfedeitacy bfitht difafi&<%€4 pro^ 
vmbes iappeared 'to bedb agitation j ; the 
htDufe bf - the Bmiih 'minifter vris ^ noto^ 
Tiaix^n^t ' cerrtcr df ' oppdfition 5 fo tfea? 
^'4Aterv£i!ition ^' Great ^Brifetin,- aided 
perhaps by the court of Berlin, began to 
be ieiipufly apprehended. r ! r - 

y. 

M. de Raynevil having again unfuccefe-^ 
fully ^i^fiewed hispropofal for ^accommo-v 
dation, ^declared his mifiion iat an erid^ and' 
left the Hague on the i6th of January,* 
17S7; and as Count Goerts alfo received 

his 
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his letters of recall on the agth, the rival 
parties, were now once more abandoned to 
their own cdBforts. The fituation of both 
was not a little embarraffing/ The Orange 
party could not hope for fuccefs without 
foreign affiftance; Ae difpofition of the 
court of. Berlin appeared, very doubtful^ 
and the interpofition of Great Britaini 
without the concurrence of Pruilia, would 
have been extremely hazardous. Though, 
in all parts of the republic, the ma;^rity 
of the people were diflatisfied with the 
prefent government, it was evident that 
this ^ diflatisfaiflion arofe . fr6m vciy difi- 
ferent caufes; and that every f»rovinice» 
and almoft every town wns guided by a 
feparate intereil. The States General were 
wavering and difpirited; < and although 
a general confederacy of the provinces was 
in agitation, it was not concluded. Without 
fuch a confederacy, the court of St. James's 
could not interfere, and the party 'were 
afraid of entering ixita it without a. certainty 
of fuchaffiftance. 

. The 
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The iPatridt^ oil dje other hand, Wert 
engaged in almoft eqmt di^ultics. The 
province iof Holland was greatly diftrcffed 
for money; the free<oi^ were ckmo^ 
was for their pay ; and twd millions of 
fibrins weDe immediately wanted to fatisfy 
the denbands of the Emperor. It was 
thought that an increase of taxes could not 
be attempted with fafety, fo that the States 
General determined to procure this funi: 
by means of a loan; but even this mea* 
fure» which coald only tend to palliate the 
diftrefs, was not pafTed with that ^nani^- 
tnity vvhich the cohftitution requires, three 
provinoeB having entered their proteill: 
againft it. At the fame time, the humi* 
iiating fituation of the republic, withrefpeft 
to foreign powers, reflected conikierable 
difgrace on the mea&res of the govcjtn- 
mmt. The Emperor feemed determined 
to opeti the navigation oi tht Z'wyn ; and 
the Spaniards to infifton the fbmial re- 
cognition of their rigfe* of failing round 
the Cape of Good Hope. In order to dif- 
iipate the alarm occaiioned by this laft 

claim. 
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claim, the States General tranlmitftedto'thc 
court of directors a plsm for ere€littg forfs 
and eftkblifliing magazines at Tiincomal^, 
the Cape, Malacca, and Jfetavia, and 
directed the Stadlholder to af poin* p»^ 
per engineers for that purpofe ; but 
notwithflanding thefe meafures, and the 
promife of farther exerticms, tlie diiTatisfac- 
tion of the people • continued to increafe, 
and a formidable oppofition was raifed'by 
the towns of , Rotterdam, Enkhuyfen^ 
Horn, Delft, and the Briel. The em-* 
barraflment of the Fadion was ftill farther 
increafed; firft by the illnefs of M. de 
Vergennes,* and^ foon after by his death, 
which happened on the night of the lath 
of February. 

The 

* This eminent perfonage wiU probably occupy a 
diftinguifhed rank in the annals of modern politics. 
£y his merits alone, he gradually railed himfelf from 
ihe lowed employments in the diplomatic line, to the 
poft of minifter for foreign affairs, in which elevated 
itation hecontiaued i^ear thirteen years. He was a 
nooft able politician, in the ordinary acceptation of 
that Word; cool, fubtle, a6tive, and porfevering: 
too fond perhaps <rf* temporary expedients, .of which 
*.I his 



< ^^ ) 

Tte patriotfrkdwever, though alarmed,, 
.were not difcouraged* During the month 
df February, they bfeught forward, in 
the States oi Hollandj through the depu^ 
ties of Haarlem^ tw6?propofals> which, if 

carried^ 

his mind was inexhauftlbly fertile ; and which, from 
the timidity of his charafter, he ufually preferred to 
more vigorous meafures. His reputation in France 
never equalled that of M. de Choifeul, becaufe he nei- 
ther pofleffed the high birth and connexions, nor the 
fplendid eloquence which adorned and juftified the am- 
bition of that minifter, to whom he was alfo inferior in 
political courage, and in the fcience of court intrigue. 
But he was more fuccefsful, both at home and abroad, 
becaufe he infpired lefs jealoufy. The principal*, or 
rather fole aim of his politics, was to increafe the rela- 
tive ftrength of France by diminifhing that of the Bri- 
tifli empire; in which view he framed }n the years 
1778 and 79 that formidable league between France, 
Spain, and the United States of America, which was 
^ftefwards fortified by the acceffion of the Dutch re- 
public. During that important period, he exerted 
himfelf with the moft unwearied affiduity, and his 
intrigues and negotiations pervaded almoft every quar- 
ter of the globe ; as a iingular inftance of which may 
be mentioned, his attempt to unite all thofe petty 
princes, who have lately divided and defolated the Per- 
sian empire, in a confederacy with the courts of 
Stockholm and Conftaritinople, for the puxpofe of oc- 
cupying the attention of Ruflia, and ' preventing it* 
eventual interference in favour of Great Brits(in. 

In 



tarried/ would have probably annihilated 
for ever the hopes of the Stadtholderian 
party. The firft was, that *• whereas the 
conftitution of the province of Holland is> 
in its principles^ a popular reprefentationj 
it is neceflary that the right of the people 
be duly afcertained ; that the members of 
the States be rendered refponfible to them 
for their conduct, and be precluded from 
taking any decifive Hep without their con-- 
fent/* It is obvious that the admiffionof 
this principle would have been favourable 
to liberty, if the people had been able to 
cxercile the power transferred to them from 



In the profecution of his general pl&n, he effefled aU 
that intrigue could effeft ; but even his fuccefles ought 
to afiFord a falutary caution to the reftleffnefs of ambi- 
tion. The defertion of Sweden and Turkey, the two 
allies of France, in which Ihe had always placed her 
principal confidence, — the annihilation of the French 
intereft in HolIand,^ — and the prefent weaknefs of the 
executive power in France, and the exhaufted ftate of 
her finances, refulting from, the enormous expence of 
the late war, and from the fpirit of independence intro- 
duced by the American connexion — are the ultimate 
confequenoes of that fplendid fyftem, which had, for a 
time, been Confidered throtighout Europe as a mafter- 
piece of political dexterity. 

M the 
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the municipal councils ; but the burghew 
were difaimcd, and the right of diredfcing 
the tnembers of the ftates muft confequent- 
ly have devolved on the free*corps. This 
motion was referred to a committee. 

The fecond propofal was, "That the 
Rhingrave's legion fhould in future be fta- 
tioned in garrifon at the Hague." The 
Patriots would thus have obtained full pof- 
lefiimi of the feat of Government, and 
would have been enabled, by means of 
the mSitary, to direA as they might think 
fit, all the meafures of the States General. 
The States of Holland, therefore, inftead 
of adc^ting the motion, fimply voted an 
augmentation of the Hague garrifon. 

It is probable that the Patriots had fore- 
feen this oppoiition. They knew that the 
regencies of the principal tovims were ge- 
nerally adverfe to their caufe, and that the 
majority which they had hitherto com- 
manded in the States of Holland, was on 
the point of deferting them. It was there- 
for? 
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fore neceflary, that they Ihould have re- 
courfe to the populace and the free-corps, 
and the firft of the abovementioned propo- 
fals appears to have been brought forward 
in order to eftablifti a popular ground, on 
which they might juftify tb^ fyftem of 
violence, that they were now determined to 
purfue. 

Their principal objedl was to gain pof- 
feflion of Amfterdam. The council of 
that city had adopted a line of condudt 
which was in their prefent circumftances 
moft completely unfafe and impolitic; and, 
while they incenfed the Patriots, refufed to 
co-operate with the friends of the Prince of 
Orange. Far from confenting that the 
Rhingrave's legion (houldbe quartered at 
the Hague, they voted its entire fuppref- 
lion i but foon after refcinded that refolu- 
tion through fear of an armed mob, which 
at the inftigation of the Patriots, furround- 
ed and befieged the Stadt-houfe, and 
threatened to remove the prefent council, 
and eka a new one by their own authority. 
Ma The 
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The magiftrates however, when recovered . 
.from their alarm, determined to perfevere 
in their fomier vote, and conveyed fui table 
inftrudlions to their deputies in the States 
of Holland, in confequence of whicluthe 
Committee chofen in that aflcmbly, to take 
into Gonfideration the fubjecft of the Rhin- 
grave's legion, was adverfe to the Patriots. 
Thefe therefore again affembled the popu- 
lace, compelled the magiftrates to recall 
their deputies, to reprimand them for their 
condud, and to confent that the vote of the 
city fhould in future be conveyed by the 
penfionaries alone, or that at leaft the re- 
maining deputies fhould be chofen from 
the fame party. This refolution was fig- 
nified to the States of Holland by the two 
penfionaries. Van Berkel and Vifcher, who 
at the fame time entered their proteft 
againft the late vote. 

The council now faw the abfurdity of 
their conduft, and folicited the affiftance of 
the burghers, and of the failors and arti- 
zans in the dock-yards, who were attached 

to 



to the Stadtholder : bUt a remnant of jea-^ 
loufy prevented them from offering fuch 
terms as thefe were difpofed to accept, fo. 
that the negotiation fell to the ground. In 
the mean time the Patriots determined to^ 
prevent the poffibility of future oppofi-- 
tion ; they again collected the populace on 
the aift of April, and compelled the' 
council to difmifs from their body, nine 
of the principal inembers who were obnox- 
ious to the Fadion. On the :&3dtheypur- 
fueci the fame condlid at Rotterdam, with 
the fame fuccefs; and as they had already 
fecurcd, partly by fimilar means, and part- 
ly by corruption, many of the fmaller 
towns in the province, they were now! 
completely aiTured of their majority in the 
States of Holland, and at leifiire to dirpiS: 
their attention to farther operations. 

Their next obje<13: was to fecure the pro- 
vince of Utrecht ; and as this could only 
be done by means of a military force, they 
determined to releafe the troops belonging 
to their repartition from their oath of alle- 
M 3 giance 
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giance to the States General, and with this 
army to furround the frontiers of Utrecht, 
and incorporate the two provinces. This 
projed: >feems to have been the (ignal of 
univerfal anarchy. The Council of State, 
publifhed an order enjoining the army not 
to obey the States of Hdkhd beyond the 
limits of their fovereignty; the States 
General confirmed this prohibition; and 
the States of Holland (buck off from their 
lift fuch parts of the army, as were quar« 
tered in Guelderland. The States of that 
province united with thofe of Utrecht for 
their common defence, and deternuned to 
lepel force by force* The penfionaries 
had delegated nearly the whole of their au- 
thority to Paulas and the Rhiligravc, who 
were perfedUy difpofed to carry matters to 
extremities. The States General and the 
States of Holland were at open variance : 
the republic appeared to be on the eve of 
a general civil war ; and hoftilities adual« 
ly commenced on the 9th of May» be- 
tween a part of the free-ccarps quartered in 
Utrecht, and a body of three hundred 

foldiers. 
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foldiers^ who having been fent to occupy 
the poll of Jutphaas, near that town, were 
defeated with the lofs of, about eighty men ^ 
killed and wounded. 

The two parties, therefore, were tiow 
feirly committed. The Patriots appear- 
ed fecure of afliftance from France, and it 
became neceflary to decide whether Great 
Britain ihould interfere in fupport of the 
Stadtholder, or abandon for ever her inte- 
refts in the republic. The moment was 
preffing. A fpirit of revolt appeared fo 
ilrongly among the peafants, that an im- 
mediate and general infurredtion of their 
body was apprehended; and though it 
w'as obvious that fuch an event could only 
tend to aggravate the diftrefs of the re- 
public, without producing any advantage 
to the Prince of Orange, it was not cafy 
to moderate the intemperance of their zeal. 
In this critical iituationof afiairs, Sir James 
Harris received orders to repair to Eng- 
land, and quitted the Hague on the 19th 
of May. ' . 
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Such an event neceflarily occafioncd 
very general anxiety and fpeculation. The 
Patriots, though they continued to rely on 
the promifes of the court of Verfailles, 
had long been alarmed at the diftrefs in 
which the French finances were involved ^ 
and at the publicity, which by the avowal 
of that diftrefs, had been given to the 
political expences of France in Holland. 
They knew that the people of that king- 
dom were difcontented ; that its govern- 
ment was weak arid embarraffed j and that 
the prefent critical ftate of Europe, muft 
neceflarily divert a part of that attention 
which the French Court had hitherto 
Ihewn to the concerns of the republic. 
The fitu^on of Great Britain was evi- 
dently very different. The return of 
peace had been immediately followed by 
the reftoration of her credit, and by the 
increafe of her commerce. Mr. Pitt ap- 
peared to poflefs, in an uncommon degree, 
the confidence of the nation, and of his 
Sovereign ; and he had fhewn in the courfe 
of his adminiftration, that his great abili- 
ties 



( i69 ) 
ties were accompanied by uncommon firm- 
nefs and decifion of charadfcer. Should the 
Ipirit of enterprize fo natural to his age 
and difpofition, induce him to interfere in 
continental ' politics, and to employ in 
that interference the whole force of the 
nation - which he governed, it feemed 
doubtfiil whether the court of VerfaiUes 
would be juftified in rifking fo dangerous 
a conteft. 

The hopes of the Orange party at this 
jundture, were of courfe proportioned to 
the alarm of the Patriots. They had be- 
lides the fuUeft confidence in the abilities 
of Sir James Harris, and in his zeal for 
their fervice. But they dreaded the tedi- ^ 
ous deliberations of a cabinet cotincil ; 
they were fenfible that the Britifti mini- 
fters, in order to fecure the fuccefs of their 
interfererice, muft adopt a plan of decided 
and fyftematic exertion, which would be 
always liable to be interrupted by the avo- 
cations of parliamentary bufinefs; and 
that, to obtain an object of future and 
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eftntingent advantage to the nation, they 
muft hazard a new war, and confequent- 
ly rifle their awn popularity, by nec^tating 
the impofitron of frefli burthens on flie 
people. It was therefore with the great- 
eft fatisfaftion that the friends of the 
Stadtholder beheld the return of Sir James 
Harris to the Hague on the ift of June, 
from which it was generally inferred, 
that he was now ordered to perfevere in hiy 
exertions, and that the Englifli minifters 
at the courts of Verfaillcs and Berlin,, 
would probably be inftrufted to co-operate 
with him on the objeds of his miffion. 

In the mean time the flate of aiiairs 
in the republic became every day more 
critical* The Prince of Orange had ad* 
drcffed to the States General a letter and 
manifefto, fignifying to them his inten- 
tions of ading againft the town of Utrechtt 
in confequence of orders which he had re- 
ceived from the States of that province ; 
and this vigorous meafure gave fuch gene- 
ral fatisfai^ion, that addreiGTes in fupport of 

it 
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if were %ned by more than tKrtjr thou- 
fand perfons in the provifice of Holland. 
The Patriots, an the other hand; were not 
Icfs aftivc. In the beginning of June^ 
the States of Holland declared die adrni* 
ralties of Amfterdam and die Meufe pro^ 
vinciai^f and enjoined them not to obey 
the orders of the States General. They 
commanded feveral armed velfelsand gun- 
boats to be fitted out in the Zt^der-Zee^ in 
drder to intercept ^ if neceffaiy, the trade 
of Friefland and Guelderland, and to mo« 
left the coafts of thofe provinces. They 
likewife continued their endeavours to ob- 
tain exdufivfe podfeilion of the troops on 
their repartition, tadifarm the remainder, 
and thus to annihilate the power of tha 
States General i and when that aiTembly 



* The Dutch navy b tinder the dtredion of five ad- 
miralty boards ; I ft, that (rf Amfterdam ; 2d, that of 
the Maes (which is eftablifhed at Rotterdam) ; 3d, that 
of North Holland (reddiog at Hcnm and Enkhuyfen al« 
ternately) ; 4th> that of Fxiefland (at Harlingen) ; and 
5th, that of Zealand, at Middleburgh. Thefe boards 
a(re entirely dependant on the States General, and are 
not fubjed to any provincial orders 01 itgulatiKins. 
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determined' to indemnify fuch officers as 
ihould be cafliiered by the province of 
Holland, the States of that province, at the ' 
inftigation of Gyzlaer, inftituted a com- 
mittee to inquire ** Whether, in the pre- 
fcnt circumftances, when four of the con- 
federate provinces were manifeilly enter- 
ing into . a confpiracy againft Holland, it 
nvould'be fafe to carry on any deliberations 
in company with the deputies of thofe pro-* 
vinces, or expedient even to permit fuch 
deputies to continue to meet within the ter- 
ritory of the province.** 

As it was obvioufly effential to the inte- 
refts of the Patriots, that the States Gene- 
ral Aould continue at the Hague, where 
the members of that affembly were necef- 
farily influenced by the fear of expofing 
their pcrfons and their properties, and were 
confequently lefs inclined to adopt a vigo- 
rous fyftem of conduct, it is probable that 
this violent meafure was only intended to 
intimidate and embarrafs. In fad, it was 
foon followed by a new plan of concilia- 
tion. 
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tion, with which the Patriots amufed their 
adverfaries, in hopes of gaining time to dif- 
band or reduce the army ; after which they 
hoped to carry their point by means of the 
free-corps ♦ who now amounted to about 
twenty thoufand men, and whom they 
were forming into regiments . And as they 
found that the execution of their defigns 
was always fubjea to be retarded by the 
dilatory forms infeparable from the Dutch 
government, it was determined to delegate 
the executive power of the province to a 
fpccial board, who fhould be enabled to cx- 
ercife it with greater cfFedl and adivity . For 
this purpofe the States of Holland, on the 
lath of June, appointed a committee, 
confining of five members, whom they in- 
vefted with almoft didatorial authority. 
Their aflembly was eftablifhed at Woer- 
den, where they could conveniently fuper- 
intend the operations of the troops in the 
Cordon^ which extended on one fide 
through Kronenburg, Wefep, and Mui- 
den to Gertruydenberg, and on the other, 
through Oudewater, Iffelftein, and Vianon, 
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to Gorcum. The members to whom tfak 
important commiilion was intniiled were 
perfonally fo infigniiicant, that the)r were 
apparently chafen only as inftruments in 
the h^mds of the Rhingraye, and accord- 
ingly one of the firA ads of their authority 
was to confer on that officer the poft of 
commander in chief of the free-^corps, and 
other troops in garrifon at Utrecht. 

After thefeexertions, the Patriots would 
lia^e had little appreheniion concerning 
•the £nal iiTue of the contefl, had its deci^- 
iion been referred folely to the intern^ 
forces of the republic; but, as foreigqi 
powers were highly interefted in the events 
it was neceflSiiy to their fafety, that they 
fhould receive from France the moft une- 
quivocal affurances of fupport and affift- 
ance. They were told by the French jam- 
i^aiTador, that his court was determined to 
defend them to the laft extremity, but 
that from the long duration of their dif-» 
putes, the jealouiy of other nations waa 
awakened ^ ♦that France, as the ally of the 

republic^ 
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•rejmUic, could only interfere with pro- 
priety when called i^n by the republic j 
and that it depended upon her party, by 
fpeedy and vigorous exertions, to procure 
for her fuch a pretext, as might juftify her 
cftenfibk interference. They therefore 
aiow determined by another effort, to at- 
tempt the recovery of their influence in 
the aflembly df the States General. This 
might be done in two ways. The province 
of Utrecht was fo divided,, that its vote, 
if it could not be fecured by the Fadion, 
might be rendered inefficient. Frieiland 
might be recovered through the influence 
x)f the monied intereft in that province. In 
this cafe, the provinces of Guelderland 
and Zealand would be left in a decided mi- 
nority, and the Patriots would govern the 
republic under the forms of the confti* 
tution. 

If this fhould fail, it was determined to 
procure, if poflible, by means of the free- 
corps, a new eled;ion of deputies in all the 
adverfe provinces ; to form thefe into a 

diflind: 
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diftinft affembly of delegates ; and to con*- 
ofider them as the legal reprefentatives of 
the republic. 

In purfuance of thefe plans an affembljr 
was convened at Utrecht, on the 15 th of 
June; three new deputies were chofen, and 
received into the affembly of the States 
General as reprefentatives of the province, 
by means of the prefident of the weeR, 
whofe cafting vote had been fecured by the 
Patriots : and notwithftanding the oppofi- 
tion of the former deputies, aided by thofe 
of Guelderland and Zealand, the new ma- 
jority proceeded to refcind all the late refo* 
lutions of the States General. On the next 
day, however, the Council of. State and 
Chamber of Accounts, entered their pra- 
tefts againft the informality of this pro- 
ceeding; and on the i8th, in confequence 
of frefh inftruftions, tranfmitted from 
Friefland to their deputies, the former re- 
prefentatives of the province of Utrecht 
were reinftated, and tranquillity again re- 
ftored to the affembly.. 

In 



In thd mean time, the commiffion of Jhe 
^ftablilhed at Woerden, proceeded to ex*- 
ercife in its utmoft extent, the great power 
With which they were invefted. They 
profcribed as deferters, all the.oflRcers and 
^foldiers who had returned to their allegi- 
ance to the States General ; they feized all 
the paflage boats on the Maes, the Lek, 
; iand the Rhine; they difmifled the Caftellan 
*Df Woerden, and took poffeflion of the 
<:aftle, and encouraged the free-corps in 
the commiffion of every fpecies of violence. 
The council of deputies complained, that 
their authority was entirely fuperfeded by 
this new and defpotic conuriifliorij the 
States General exclaimed againft the inter- 
ruption of all internal commerce; and even 
the Patriots themfelves began to be alarm- 
ed by the infolence of the volunteers, and 
difgulled by the haughtinefs of the Rhin- 
grave^ Thefe circumftances, added to the 
ill-fuccefs of the attempt on the States Ge- 
neral, and to the unfatisfadtory language of 
the French ambaffadort who now con- 
tented himfelf with offering the mediation 
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t)f his court, in lieu of that military aid 
which was neceffary to the fuccefs of their 
tneafures, induced the Peniionaries to fuf* 
pend their operations ; and a new plan of 
pacification was brought forward by Gyz^ 
laer and Zeebergen^ and tranfmitted to the 
Prince of Orange. 

While the Patriots were thus diflatisfied 
with each other, and with the court of' 
Verfaijles, the exertions of the Stadtholde* 
rian party afliftcd by the Englifli miniftcr, 
had not been unfuccelsful. About three 
thoufand of the troops had been reftoredto 
the States General ; the four friendly pro- 
vinces began to unite in a folid plan of uni- 
on ; and a flxong oppofition had been fet 
on foot within the province of Holland, by 
means of the Equeftrian order, and the fe* 
vcn fmaller towns. But though the future 
profpeds of the Orange party were im- 
proved, the diftrcfs of the country Vas in- 
creafed, and the tyranny of the Woerden 
commiffioncrs became every day more in- 
tolerable. The Engliih miniftcr, popular 
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as he was, had been unable to infpire the 
members of the States General with that 
fpirit of cnterprize, by which his own 
mind was animated, or toinduce them to 
co-operate with foreign powers for their 
own prefervation. It was to be feared that 
this fupinenefs at a mbrpcnt when the peo- 
ple were incenfed almbft to defperation» 
and every where inclined to revolt, might 
be attended with the moft fatal confequen- 
ces. Under thefe circumftances the Prin-* 
cefs of Orange determined to repair to the 
Hague, and endeavour by her prefence to 
flop the farther progrefs of public diforder* 

The journey was fixed for the aSth of 
June ; and the few friends who were in* 
trufted with the fecret, repaired on the 
evening of that day to the Houfe in the wood^ 
where, after waiting many hours in a ftate 
of the utmoft fufpenfe and anxiety, they 
received an account that her Royal High- 
nefs had been flopped near Haeflrecht by 
a detachment of free-corps, adling'under 
the orders of the commifTipn of Woerden, 
N % and 
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dnd hid been removed under a guard to 
Schoorihoven. From this report the inha-* 
bitatits of the Hague received the firft inti^ 
mation of the Princefs*s intended journey* 
All particulars were unknown* It was un-» 
certain whether flxe was not ftill a prifoner, 
and this uncertainty filled the minds of the 
people with alarm and conflernation* 
They waited in filence and folicitude for the 
confultations of the States General, and 
exped:ed from the reprefentatives of the 
republic, the fignal to attempt a refcue* 
But their High Mightineffes were not yet 
rouzed from their apathy. They content* 
ed themfelves with expreffing thtir difap- 
probation of the infult offered to her Royal 
Highnefs ; the people funk into defpon-^ 
dence; and the States of Holland, encouraged 
by the pufillanimity of their adverfaries, 
boldly approved' the detention of the Prin- 
cefs, and took that opportunity of extolling 
the attention Ihewn by the Woerden com- 
miflioners, to the prefervation of order and 
tranquillity within the province. 

When 
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When the particulars of this extraordi- 
nary affair became public, they exhibited 
in the moft advantageous light, the firm- 
nefs and intrepidity of her Royal High- 
nefs. She had been flopped between 
Schoonhoven and Gouda, at about fiv^ 
o'clock ; had been long detained in her car- 
riage furrounded by the free-corps; and 
was then conveyed to a place called Goe-^ 
jan-vermeUeSluys^ where .fhe remained 
ftridtjy guarded during four hours^ before 
fhe received a vifit from the commiflion- 
ers of Woerden, Even by them fhe was 
at firfl treated as a prifoner, and was inter- 
rogated on the motives of her journey in 
prefence of the officer of free-corps, who 
had conftantly continued in the room fince 
her firfl detention i but the dignity of her 
behaviour foon awed them into refpedl and 
civility, and they retired from her pre- 
fence, abafhed and difconcerted. The 
Princefs was then at her own requefl: re- 
condudled to Schoonhoven, where fhe ar- 
rived at eleven o'clock at night. From 
hence fhe wrote to the States General and 
N 3 to 
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to the States of Holland, to explain the 
motives of her intended journey ; at the 
fame time complaining in dignified, though 
moderate terms, of the treatment Ihe had 
received ; but finding that there was no 
profped: of her obtaining permiflion from 
the States of Holland to proceed to the 
Hague, fhe fet ofFon the 30th for Nime- 
guen, where Ihe arrived in the afternoon j 
and was received with a degree of joy 
proportioned to the fears occafioned by her 
detention. 

The States of Holland now proceeded to 
take fuch farther meafures as they pre- 
tended to think neceflary to the fafety of 
their province. A body of two hundred 
free-corps was ftationed at the Hague : all 
addrefTes and petitions in oppofition to the 
meafures of the prefent government were 
declared to be feditious ; and certain po- 
pular ballads and tunes, which had been 
formerly compofed in praife of the Houfe 
of Orange, were ftridtly prohibited. But 
the tyrants of the people were themfelves 

kept 



( i83 ) 
kept in fubjedioh by the inftruments of 
their defpotifm. The free-corps pub- 
liftied a declaration, ftating, that it was 
their intention to do themfelves juftice 
whenever they fliould be aggrieved ; they 
difperfed in fmall bodies over the province* 
difarmed the burghers, depofed the re- 
gents, and threatened the enemies of their 
caufe with ruin and maflacre; and the 
States of Holland were obliged to fubmit 
to, and countenance thefe enormities. 
Their whole authority was now delegated 
to the commiflioners of Woerden, and 
through them to the Rhingrave, who feems 
to have entertained hopes of appropriating 
to himfelf, all the privileges which were 
formerly poffefTedby the Houfeof Orange* 

In the provinces, however, the ftate of 
parties was very different. In Guelder- 
iand and Zealand, the Fadtion was cora- 
pletely vanquifhed ; and at Flufhing, the 
Patriotic magiftrates having failed in an 
attempt to feduce the town, were treated 
with every fpecies of infult and indignity 
N 4 by 
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by the populace. In Utrecht, the towm 
of Wyck, which had fet the example of 
rebellion to the reft of the provinces, fur-^ 
rendered without firing a gun, to the army 
under the command of the Prince of 
Orange, 

At the fame time, the language of the 
court of Verfailles was by no means fatis-* 
fadlory to the Patriots. M. de Montmo- 
rin contented himfelf with offering his 
good offices and mediation, from which 
little danger was apprehended by the O- 
range party, becaufe Sir James Harris had 
received the fulleft affurances from his 
friends in the provinces, that they would 
never confent to fuch a meafure, unlefs his 
court fhould think fit to accede, as a party, 
to the mediation. On the other hand, the 
King of Pruffia was ferioufly bent on ob^ 
taining for his fifter, a full and honourable 
reparation of the infult offered to her 
by the Patriots, and had determined to 
employ the moft effedual means for that 
purpofe, A memorial on this fybjedt had 

been 
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hten prefenied to the States General, and 
States of Holland, on the loth of July, by 
M. de Thulemeyer, and this was farther 
inforced on the 1 3 th. The Patriots there- 
fore, were fully fenfible that they were aie- 
naced with a ftorm which it would be ex- 
tremely difficuh to avert of refift ; but as 
-they ftill flattered themfelves with the 
hopes of afliflance from France, they pre- 
pared to meet the conteft with courage, and 
determined to merit the interference of that 
court in their favour,/ 

Accordingly, at the beginning of Aur 
guft, a camp for four thoufand free-corps 
was traced out half-way between Utrecht 
and the Hague : and various contra<Sls were 
entered into for the fupply of horfes and 
hay. It was refolved in the States of Hol- 
land to recruit the army on their repar- 
tition, fo as to complete the number of 
iwenty thoufand effective mon ji to add 
to thefe as foon as poflibje, five thou- 
fand more, whom it was propofed to 
.Jeji^ in France, and tranfport by the way 

of 
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of Dunkirk ; to raife the new corps of 
Matha^ Sternbach^ and Meyern^ amounting 
in all to two thoufand five hundred ; and 
to add five hundred to the Rhingrave's 
legion, by which means the army of the 
province would be increafed to thirty thou- 
fand men. Preparations were made at 
Naarden and Woerden, to overflow the 
country. An arfenal near Woerden, be- 
longing to the States General was feizedby 
order of the commifiipners, and the arms 
were diftributed to the free-corps. The 
number of thefe volunteers was daily in- 
creafed by the continual influx of adven- 
turers, who arrived from all quarters, and 
particularly from France, to offer their fer- 
vices to the Patriots, EmiiTaries were 
fent into Friefland to attempt the recovery 
of that province ; after which it was de- 
termined to try, as foon as poflible, the 
nomination of a counter aflenibly of States 
General, to meet under the protection of 
the free-corps. 

On 
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'. On the 19th of Auguft, various detadb- 
ments of thefe troops from Woerden and 
Leyden» amounting to fourteen hundred 
men, commanded by French officers, ar- 
rived with four pieces of cannon at Vorf- 
chooten, a village, . diftant about five mile9 
from the Hague. The council of depu- 
ties, who were then fitting, immediately 
ordered out two pickets, one to the en- 
trance" of the wood near the town, and an- 
other to Ryfwick, to defend the avenues ; 
but thefe guards were, on the next day, re- 
moved by order of the States of Holland. 
On the a I ft, the free-corps nmrched to 
Delft, and fummoned that town, which 
immediately furrendered. Here they turn- 
ed out all the regents who were fuppofed 
.to be well afFededto the Orange party, and 
feized the arfenal and magazine of pow- 
der, both of which belonged to the States 
(General, and were the moft confiderablc 
magazines in the province. On the even- 
ing of the fame day, they detached fifty 
of their body, with two pieces of cannon 
to the Hague, where they were admitted 

without 
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without oppofition, by order of the 
States. 

On the 24th, the body affembled at 
Delft was increafed by various reinforce- 
ments to two thoufand, who daily iflued 
out in fnnall parties, and plundered the 
neighbouring villages. Another body of 
fourteen hundred were difperfed in North 
Holland. The Half-wegen Sluys, between 
Amfterdam and Haarlem, was occupied by a 
party of three hundred, who received or- ' 
ders in cafe of an attack, to break the 
fluice, whereby they might overflow th# 
country, almoft to the gates of the Hague. 

- While thefe operations were carried on 
within the province of Holland, the Pa- 
triotic party inFriefland were not unfuccefT- 
ful. T^hey began by gaining pofleflion of 
Franeken, which they immediately for- 
tified, and from thence detached, on the 
31ft of Auguft, a body of three hundred 
men, who feized the important poft of 
Makhum, by which they fccured a com- 
munication 
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munication by water with the city of Am* 
"fterdam, and at the fame time commanded 
the principal fluices of the province- 
After thiis fuccefs, the commiflioners of 
Woerdeh were enabled to complete theit 
pkn for the defence of the pi'ovince. They 
determined to abandon all that tra6t of land 
comprehended between the rivers Maes 
and Waal, and the countries of thcGene-^ 
rality ; to remove the garr ifons from Hue/^ 
den^ Gertfuydenbergy and Klundert; and to 
eftablifh the two extreme points of their 
ifcfence at Gorcum and Naarden. They 
ordered a dyke to be thrown acrofs the 
Linze ,• which at Gorcum flows into the 
Maes, in order to overflow the interval 
between Gorcum and Darlem ; and they 
propofed to cover with water a large tradt 
of meadow called the Lies-^veldt^ in order 
to protcdl Schoonhoven and Ouderwater. 

Although the French ambaflador re- 
ceived his letters of recall before the end of 
Augufl:, and though he publicly declared it 

to 
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to be the wifli of his court, that a proper 
fatisfadtion flioiild be given to the King of 
Pruffia, neither the courage of the Patriots^ 
nor .their expedlations of affiftance from 
France, appeared to decreafe till near the 
middle of September. It Ihould feem 
therefore, that the private affurances of M. 
dc Verac, as well as thofe of M. Bourgoin, 
by whom he was fuperfeded, were ex- 
tremely different from their public profef- 
£ons. In fad, the court of Verfailles had 
fpared no pains in order to divert the King 
of Pruffia from the profecution of his pur* 
pofe : they had endeavoured by the moft 
moderate and conciliatory language, to 
draw the courts of London and Berlin into 
a negotiation, on the fubjed: of the daims 
brought forward by the two parties in the 
republic ; and as the feafon was now far 
tidvanced, they were perhaps juftified in 
hoping* that before fuch a difcuffion could 
be terminated, their party would become 
completely triumphant, and the Stadt- 
holder be effedually cut off from all hopes 
of external affiftance. 

Indeed 
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Ihdced it was evident, that any delay on 
the part of the King of Pjruflia would be 
attended with vexy difagreeable confe«i 
quences to the friends of the Stadtholden 
After the admiffion of the free-corps at the 
Hague, the fituation of its inhabitants be- 
came extremely infecure, and the pillage 
of the town was hourly apprehended* It 
was reported, that the council of war» 
compofed of the chiefs of the free-corps, 
who were affembledat Amfterdam, hadde-* 
termined to feize and detain ashoilag^s, for 
their own fecurity, all the principal friends 
of the Orange party.. Even the houfe of 
the Englilh minifter was frequently threat- 
ened ; and it was fuppofed, that his public 
charader would prove a very infufHcient 
fafeguard in the moment of general licenti^ 
oufnefs and confiifion. The other foreign 
minillcrs refident at the Hague, though 
lefs expofed to danger, thought it neceflary 
to concur in a note verbale^ requiring the 
protecSion of the government. The or- 
ders of the States General were wholly 
<iifregardcd, and it is probable that the 

members 
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members of that affembly would fooil h&vd 
teen reduced to the neceffity of transfeN 
Ting their meetings from the Hague to th^ 
Briel, the only ftrong poll in the province 
which was ftill poffeffed by the Orange 
party. It was defended by a garrifon of 
four hundred Swifs troops, and about three 
hundred well-afFedled armed burghers, and 
it might have received fpeedy and efFedusi 
fuccours from England. This meafure^ 
however, was rendered linneceflary by the 
fubfequent revolution- 

In the mean time, the Britifh cabiitct 
had moft ably perfcvered in the fyftem 
which they had adopted at the folicitation 
of their minifter at the Hague. Theli 
language to th^ court of VerfaiUes had 
been firm and dignified ; and by their in-* 
ftrudlions to Mr. Ewart at Berlin, they 
had enabled that adlive negotiator, to do 
away the mifreprefentations of the French 
party, and to confirm his Pruffian majefly 
in that line of condud, to which he was fo 
ftrongly inclined^ from; a juft fenfeof bis 

own 
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<)Wh dignity^ and from his tender affec* 
lion for the Princefs of Orange. An army 
equally formidable frotn its numbers, 
from its difcipline, and from the extraor- 
dinary abilities of its commander, was af* 
fembled in the duchy of CleveSi under the 
orders of tjie Duke of Brunfwick, who int 
the beginning of Auguft, repaired to Ni- 
meguen, in order to Concert with the 
Prince of Orange, the plan of future ope* 
rations* M* de Thulemeyer, when he 
prefented, on the 6th of Auguft, a pointeid 
memorial requiring a proper fatisfadion 
for the infult offered to the Princefs of 
Orange, was diredted to notify to the States 
General the confent of the King his maf- 
ter, to concur with Great Britain in a joint 
mediation, for the purpofe of finally adjuft- 
ing the difputes between the two parties in 
the republic. At the fame time, themif- 
fion of Mrl Grenville, wha was fuppofed 
to poffefs, and was known to deferve the 
entire confidence of Mr. Pitt, was confi- 
dered as a ftill ftronger proof of the concert 
fubfifting between the courts of London 
' • and 
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and Berlin, and of their anxious concern 
for the interefts of the United Provinces i. 
The letters of M, deRheede, the Dutch 
minifter at Berlins confirming thefe difpo^ 
litions, produced avifible difcouragement 
among the Patriots, and perhaps contri* 
buted to prevent the final fufpejifion of the 
StadtJioldef, which was agitated in the 
States of Holland on the ^tb of Auguft. 
A memorial prefented about the fame time 
by Sir James Harris> containing an offer 
df mediation from his court, and the al- 
fnoft immediate acceptance of that media- 
tion by the provinces of Zealand, Guel- 
derland, and Utrecht, ftill farther increafed 
the embarraflment of the Fad:ion ; but as 
they continued to rely on the affiftance of 
France, and were encouraged by the late- 
nefs of the feafon, by the ftrength of their 
country, and by the precautions taken for 
Its defence, they perfevered to the laft it* 
refufing to accept the terms offered by 
the king of PrufTia, 



The 
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. The army of the Duke of Brunswick 
affembled at Wefel, on the ad of Sep- 
tember ; on the 8th, a note verbale wa4 
prefented by M. de Thulemeyer, Who at 
the lame time infiftcd on an anfwef 
within the term of four days, and ac* 
tordingly on the loth and nth, this pa- 
per was taken into confideration by the 
States of Holland. 

The language of the Patriots upon this 
occafion was ftill firm and decifive. Van 
i?^ri«?/ declared, " That the note of the 
King of Pruflia was too infulting to de- 
ferve any confideration, and fhould only 
be anfwered by filcnt contempt. That 
every real Patriot mufl have too much 
^confidence in the juflice of his caufe, and 
in the protedlion of providence, to fub- 
fcribe to fuch humiliating conditions • 
That the city of Amflerdam would not 
even- deliberate concerning the acceptance 
of terms, fo injurious to a fovereign. 
He trufled, that thofe who had fecretly ex- 
cited the diffentions, and aggravated the 
O a xpiferies 
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miferies of their country, would ulti- 
mately become the viftims of their per- 
fidy.' The condudl of the States of Hol- 
land, he faid, had been blamelefs, becaufe 
it had been neceflary. He therefore ad- 
vifcd them to communicate the King of 
Pruffia's note to his Moft Chriftian Ma- 
jcfty ; and to requeft his protedion againft 
the tyrannical and defpotic dejGgns of the 
court of Berlin.'* Gyzlaer expreffed him- 
felf nearly in the fame terms. His col- 
league, Roo de Wejlmaas declared, ** That 
a fovereign ftate could never confent to 
make excufes to the wife of its firft fer- 
vant.*' Zeebergen alfo held the fame 
language ; and in fine, it was determined 
by the majority to ahfwer, *' That the 
States could not enter into any delibera- 
tion on the points mentioned by M. de 
Thulemeyer in his note, but that they 
confented to fend two deputies to Berlin, 
to inform his majefty of the erroneous 
ftatement which had been made to him on 
the fubjeft of the obilacles that had pre- 
vented 
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vented the profecution of the Princefs*s 
journey to the Hague." 

On the loth, M. de Verac quitted 
the Hague ; and on the 1 3 th the* Duke 
of Brunfwick, being juftly diflatisfied 
with the anfwer tranfmitted from the 
States of Holland, put his army in mo- 
tion, and entered the territories of the re- 
public. A detachment of about three 
thoufand men began their march towards 
Zutphen, in their way to Overyffel and 
Groningen ; while the main army, confin- 
ing, of about eighteen thoufand, entered 
the province of Guelderland in three co- 
lumns, two of which, under the Generals 
Lottum and Gaudi, encamped near Arn- 
hem ; and the third, commanded by the 
Duke in perfon, croffed the Waal at Ni- 
meguen, and encamped near Lend. , On 
the next day, the Duke advanced as far as 
Tiel; on the i6th, he marched to Afpe- 
ren ; and on the morning of the 1 7th, to 
Gorcum ; where the garrifon, after firing 
a few (hots, furrendered themfelves pri- 
O 3 foners 
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foncrs of war. Of the other two columns^ 
the firft, which was commanded by Ge,-^ 
neral Lottum, advanced on the 14th to 
Lunteren ; on the 15th to Amersfort; and 
on the 1 6th to Hilverfum, a village in the 
neighbourhood of Naarden. The feconcj 
column, under the command of General 
Gaudi, was formed into two divifions, one 
of which having croffed th^ Leek near Am* 
hem, they proceeded on both banks of that 
river towards Nieuport. At the approach 
of this column, the Patriots, oh the 1 6th 
abandoned Vianen, the Vaart, and the city 
of Utrecht, and that whole province fur-i 
rendered to the Pruffians. 

On this day, the altercations in the af- 
fembly of the States of Holland were long 
and violent. The three penfionaries did 
not venture to appear at the meeting, but 
it was propofed by their friends, that in 
confequence of the expofed fituation pf the 
Hague, the affembly Ihould be transferred 
toAmfterdam; and that in order to re-» 
tard the progrefs of the Pfuffian army, 

the 
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die Dutch guards fhould be ferit to rein- 
force the garrifon of Gorcum. This laft 
propofal was flopped by the Equeftrian 
order, who infifted on taking it adreferen^ 
dum ; and the farther confideration of the 
other was poftponed to a future day. On 
the 17th, the Equeftrian order propofed, 
that fatisfa6tion fhould be given to the- 
Princefs, and that the Prince of Orange 
fliould be invited to the Hague : but al- 
though this was accompanied by the moft 
prefling folicitations from the States Ge- 
neral, and though an account of the fur- 
render of Gorcum reached the Hague on 
the fame evening, nothing was concluded 
till the following day, when the States of 
Holland, after repealing their various edidts 
againft the Prince of Orange, and confent- 
ing to dilband the free-corps, -at length ac- 
quiefced in the propofal of the Equeftrian - 
order. 

This meafure indeed could no longer be 

delayed with fafety. The States General, 

as foon as they leamt that Utrecht was 

O 4 abandoned, 
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abandoned, had recovered their fpirits, and 
refumed their authority. They rejedcd 
with the utmoft contempt a letter from the 
Patriotic regents at Franeken ; authorized 
the Stadtholder to fend troops to the af^ 
iiftance of the legal States of Overyffel; re- 
commended to that aflembly, to grant a free 
paflage through their territory to the Pruf^ 
iian troops ; and iffued the ftrideft orders , 
in the countries of the Generality^ to ftop 
all recruits for the Patriotic army. The/ 
had likewife direded, that the Hague 
^ Ihould be put in a proper ftate of defence i 
in confequence of which, the free-corps 
had immediately difperfed, and had aban* 
doned their arms, their colours, and their 
artillery. 

The Hague now exhibited a fcene of ^ 
univerfal exultation. The churches were 
all decorated with orange banners; the' 
houfes with feftoons of flowers ; and every 
individual thought it neceflary to wear 
fpme badge of this favourite colour. The 
ftreets were filled with multitudes of 

people,^ 
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people, finging their famous ballad in lio-» 
Hour of the Stadtholder ; and congratulat- 
ing each other on his joyful reftoration* 
The mufquets of the free-corps were dif* 
charged, and their colours torn by the po- 
pulace, before the windows of Sir James 
Harris's hotel. Wherever this minifter 
appeared, he was welcomed by the peo- 
ple, with loud and repeated acclamations ; 
and thofe who could approach his carriage, 
preffed forward to fcatter orange flowers' 
on him, and to teftify by their expr^flive, 
though incoherent exclamations, the grati- 
tude they felt for his fpirited and perfe- 
vering exertions in their favour. At the 
fame time, his houfe was filled with the 
moft valuable efFecSs of thofe who, front 
their conduct during the late troubles* 
were apprehenfive of being expofed to 
pillage. The populace, however, con* 
tented themfelves with breaking a few 
windows, and demolifliing fome furni* 
ture belonging to the Patriots : and in a 
fliort time tranquillity and good order were 
completely re-eftablifhed; 

On 
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On the adth, the Prince of Grange ar- 
rived at the Hague : he was met at a fmdl 
diftance from the town, by the corps of 
Orange burghers, by whom he was drawn 
through the ftreets in triumph. On his ar^ 
rival at the palace, he received deputa- 
tions from the different colleges in the re- 
public, and was formally reinftated in all 
the privileges of which he had been dif- 
poffefTed. The States of Holland voted 
unanimoufly,a congratulatory addrefs; and 
on tl^ next day, rcfcinded their refolu- 
tion of applying to France for afliftance^ 
and pafled a vote to notify to that court, 
the reftoration of the Stadtholderate, and the 
termination of all difputes in the republic. 
It was ren»arkable, that this meafure was 
propofed by the town of Dort, which had 
been fo long diftinguiflied by its violent 
oppofition to the Stadtholdcr. On the 
a4th, the Princefs of Orange made her 
entry, in the fame m«iner as the Prince 
her hulband, excepting that her carriage 
was drawn by women. 
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In the m^m time, tbe Pruffian army had 
been uniformly fuccefsfuL The Patriots, 
menaced on one fide by the friends of 
the Orange party, and on the other by the 
Pruffians, abandoned town after town, and 
from all quarters retreated to Amfterdam, 
Colonel Matha indeed had made a fhew 
of defending Naarden, but the authority of 
the Woerden commiflioners, upderwhom 
he adled, being annihilated by the revolu- 
tion, and orders having been iffued by the 
States of Holland, to all their governors, 
to give free admiffion to the Pruffian 
troops, this town, as well as Wefep, was 
furrendered, Ontheayth, the Patriots eva* 
cuated Franeken, fo that tranquillity was 
reftored in the provinces of Overyffel and 
Groningen, and unanimity in the affembly 
of the States General. On the fame day, 
a deputation from Amfterdam arrived, 
with prbpofals for an accommodation, at 
the Duke of Brunfwick's head-quarters at 
Leimuyden, and an armiftice of three days 
was agreed on for the purpofe of conclude 
mg the negotiation j but the Patriots were 

not 
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hot yet difpofed to accept the terms of^ 
fered by the King of Pruffia, fo that at 
the expiration of the truce, matters were 
once more referred to the decifion of the 
fword. 

The confidence of the Patriots at this 
time, will appear lefs extraordinary, if we^ 
confider the ftrength of their defences, 
which were apparently capable of refilling 
all that courage and difcipline, and military 
(kill could effedl againft them. The city 
of Amfterdam is protcfted on its north- 
ern fide by the Zuyder-Zee ; at a fmall 
diftance to the weft, is the Haarlem-lake ^ 
and the intermediate country is a morafs, at 
all times impaffable, excepting by perfons 
on foot, provided with the means of croflT- 
ing the numerous ditches, by which the 
meadows are always furrounded, and of- 
ten interfered. At this time too, the 
whole country was covered with water. 
The city therefore, could only be ap- 
proached by means of the roads which run 
along the tops of the dykes, and are fix in 

number* 
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number. The firft road is that of Haaf^ 
lem, which enters the city from the weft : 
the fecond, from the fouth-weft run? 
through the village of Amftelveen : the 
third, from the fouth through Ouderkirk 5 
the fourth, through Abooude and the Duy-i 
vendregter-brug : the fifth, from the 
fouth-eaft, by Wefep and the Dienier- 
brug ; and the laft, from the eaft, paffesr 
through the town of Muyden, which is re^ 
gularly fortified. 

Thefe roads are in many places fo nar-* 
row, that 9nly one piece of artillery could 
be employed by an attacking army, againft 
fuch works as might be raifed on them. 
It was therefore obvious, that by choofing 
proper pofts, it would not be difficult to 
keep the alFailants at a diftance, and pre- 
vent the bombardment of the city. The 
pofition taken by the Patriots foj this pur- 
pofe was as follows : 

On the Haarlem road, they had occupied 
the ftrong poft of Half-wcgen-fluys, where 

the 
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the €Ommuf>ieation between the Haifkitt* 

lake, and the Ye lis prevented by krge 

flood-gates, over which the road gaffes i 

A ftitong battejry appeared to render thi* 

J^oft perfe6tly impregnable on the fide ot 

Amfterdamt and a variety of trenches ^ 

ftbbattis, and batteries, ptote<9ted it m the 

fide of Haarlem, where an attack was 

l^rincipally apprehended : befides vfrhich, 

by opening the fltiice, an inundation might 

have been produced, which would have 

flooded the whole country, almoft as far as 

the Hague. The fecond poft was that of 

Amftelveen, diftant about two leagues from 

the city, on the road to Alphen* The 

head of this village was fortified by a bat* 

tery of four guns, which raked the dyke % 

in front were feveral rows of palifades and 

abbattis; and the dyke was cut through 

in many places* A nurhber of field-pieces 

on the dyke leading to Anderwyck, were 

fo difpofed as to flank any attack in front* 

Behind the village were feven traverfes 

thrown up at fmall diltances on the dyke, 

with trenched between thein, aftdat about 

half- 
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Kalf-way between Amftelveen and Over- 
toom, (a village at the diftance of an Eng* 
lifh mile from Amfterdam) was another 
complete battery of thtee guns, palifaded 
and otherwife fortified, fo as to be impreg- , 
nable by ftorm . The third poft of the Pa- 
triots was at Ouderkirk, at the diftance of 
a Abort league to the eaftward of Amftel* 
veen. The four dykes by which it could 
fee approached, were all fortified with the 
fame care as thofe above mentioned^ The 
fourth poft, at Duyvendregter-brug, and the 
fifth at Diemer-brug, were equally ftrong : 
BXiiA Muydien, the fixth, completed the line 
of defence, which extended about feven- 
t^en Englifti miles. On the Zuyder-Zee, 
were ftationed many armed veffels, to pre- 
vent any attack which might have been at- 
tempted by an embarkation from Naard^en. 
Such was the pofition of the Patriots on 
the 30th of September. 

The Duke of Rrunfwick, having recon- 
noitred the fituation of the enemy, was con-^ 

vinced. 
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.vinced, that a direct attack could not beat* 
tended with fucccfs : at the fame time^ the 
^rmed veffels on the Zuyder-Zee> and the 
inundation of the country, rendered it im- 
poffible to turn any of the ports on their 
left, or in their centre: he determitied, 
therefore, to diftraft their attention by a 
general affault in front, endeavour to turn 
fhe village of Amftelveen, and at.theiame 
time attempt to furprife the poft at Half-' 
wegen. 

The Patriots having negleded the Haaf- 
lem-Iake, the Duke did not fail to take ad-, 
vantage of their inattention. On the 30th 
of September, at ten o'clock at night, a 
body of eight hundred men, deftined to 
attack the Half-wegen-fluys, were em- 
barked on board of thirty fmall veiTels at 
Aalfmeer, and landed nearSIoten* Here 
they left about three hundred men to fecure. 
their retreat, and proceeding by Ooftdorp, 
arrived before day-light at the poft of 
Half-wegen, which they completely fur- 

prifed 



prifecil without fufferifig any lofs. A French 
blBceri and about twenty French artilkiy* 
tnen w^re thade prifbners. 

At the iaiQe tiaie» a iecond detachment 
pi feven hundred men failed from Aalf^ 
fiaecnr to the head of the Nieuwe-mfeer^ 
and having landed on the meadows 
in the rear of the enetny *s works at Amftel- 
Veen, waited for the fignal of attack* 
About three hun4i:ed men who were like- 
Wife ddMned to^aiiithe rear of thefe Works^ 
tnarcheyl from Aalfineeri along anitro^v 
foot--pith, a»d anrived within a fliort 
diftanc« of the main road. The Duke» 
with tbrfee battaliops, a corps of Jagers^ 
and a detachment of huffars, advanced 
early in» the morniog in fyont of AmfteU 
•veeni md by me^a of wool-^acks, cfta- 
Uiihed aJloQg iJxrpo«ndfr in battery ^ at the 
rdiiknce of about ei^ht hundred yards from 
that of the eaemy^ 

At five o'clock in the morning, of the 
iftof October, three guns were fired at 
intervals of ten feconds, and this fignal, 
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for a general attack was repeated by a dif^ 
charge of cannon and mufquetry by the 
different corps. The body of feven hun- 
dred men which had difembarked at the 
head of the Nieuwe-meer, pufhed for- 
ward till they reached the great road from 
Amftelveen : three hundred took poft to 
oppofe any fally from the city, and the re- 
mainder advanced towards the battery in 
the rear of Amftelveen . On their way they 
furprifed many of the«nemy, who were 
repairing to thfcir alarm*pofts, from the 
houfes along the road. Before they reached 
the battery, they were joined by the co-* 
lumn which had marched by the foot- way 
from Aalfmeer, and had furprifed a bat- 
tery of one gun that commanded their 
path. Both columns now pufhed forward, 
and drove the enemy from the main bat- 
tery, and from the feven traverfes, quite 
into the village. At this moment, by fome 
miftake of orders, the troops were ftop-^ 
ped in the midft of their fuccefs, and or- 
dered to halt at the lafl traverfe, for more 
than four hours; during which time, the 

enemy 
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enemy having brought forward two fix- 
pounders from the village, inceffantly can-, 
nonaded them with grape and cannifter. 
At length the Pruffians were ordered to at* 
tack the village, and fucceeded ; the Pa« 
triots abandoned gun after gun, and houfe 
after houfe, and at length fled in diforder 
towards Ouderkirk, 

'■ During the long interval of fufpenfc, 
which -had been occafioned by the above- 
mentioned mif-apprehenfion of orders, the 
Duke.of Brunfwick had perfevered in the 
attack ip front, which he knew to be fruit- 
lefs, and had been expofed to the greateft 
perfonal danger: fortunately, however, the 
fire of the enemy was fo ill diredcd, that the 
Pruffians, in eleven different affaults, which 
took place on this memorable day, loft no 
more than one hundred and fifty privates^ 
and four officers* 

The fate of the Patriots was now de- 
cided. The pofts of Amftelveen and 
Half-wegen being taken, the other out- 
/P a . pofh 



pofts were no longer tenaljle, and the dry; 
of Amfterdam was at the mercy of the 
conqueror. On the. next <lay, tberefot«, 
deputies were fent to the Duke to propofe 
terms of capitulation? on the 6th, there- 
prefentatives of the town took their feats 
in the aflembly of the States of Holland^ 
and agreed unconditionally to all the tefcW 
lutions which had been pafled iitice the 
1 8th of September; and on the 'i<sth, the 
city was furrendered by capitulation. Ttef 
magiftrates who had heen forced upon the 
town by means of the firee-corps, were 
irrunediateiy difmiffed; the expelled re- 
gents reinftated in their former authority i 
and a garrifon of between two and three 
thoufand men, was "at their requeft or- 
dered into the town; the free-corps were 
difarmed, and it was agreed, that the ft- 
Ventcen obnoxious perfons, of whom a 
lift had been tranfmittedby the Prmcefs td 
the States of Holland, fliould be declared 
incapable of ever ferving the republic. 

The 
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" - tfhe wvdkwkft wisr^ftow Gom^kta j wA 
IrU) titifie wa^ lai): m ^pd>fumg^;fiidi meo^ 
liir^^ as itttight tend to iiifuri its duration. 
^heStSites bfffolJwid^ «ft GMfeqi^riceiof 
petitions from the ^ifferem townSykutha- 
tized the Prince of Oratnge to lappoint^a 
comittiffion fo^ the Jpurpofe'^^r ni^w-4tiDdet' 
ling all the regenci&s in the |)roVBide | iti 
Conieque6<ie of wl^h^ ifeRofe sviw^wcfcb 
tlifafF6<a€d to the new govei^nffietity'n^ttfe 
difmiffed from their ew^oy«itffllfe> "Sftd 
thus difabled from troubling the public 
tranquillity. A new form of oath, con- 
taining a more precife recognition of the 
Stadtholderate, as an effential part of the 
the conftitution, was pVefcribcd to the ma- 
giftrates. It was propofed to the different 
provinces, that they fliould mutually gua- 
rantee to each other the form of govem- 
ment now eftablifhed : and this important 
refolution, which has fince been pafled, 
and in virtue of which, the whole force of 
the confederacy may be direded againft 
any province which fhall in future attempt 
to innovate on the principles of the Union, 

feems 
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fccms to have given to the Dutch cortftitu- 
tion as much (lability as it is capable of 
receiving. At the fame time, all attempts 
to diihirb the domeftic tranquillity of the 
republic, by means of any foreign interfe^ 
rence, appear to be efFeiStually guarded 
againft by the treaties of alliance, which 
the States General have concluded with 
the courts of London and Berlin, and by 
the clofe union that fubfifts between thofe 
two important powers. 
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